BS* (B&-F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2001

Sean O’Callaghan’s offers patrons a taste of Ireland.

BY CARA PLOWMAN
STAFF WRITER
cplowman@oe.homecomm.not

alls adorned with tradi-
tional Irish decor,
including black and

white  photographs and
mohogany shelves filled with
small treasures and antique
instruments, greot patrons as
thoy walk through the f{ront
doors and into the bustle of Sean
O'Callaghan's in downtown Ply-
mouth,

The $5.60 pints of Guinness, a
dark stout brew, flow out of the
tap like water, and the scrvers
are happy to talk about their
favorite nuthentically Irish dish.
«es and drinks.

There are 18 draught beers,
mostly Irish brews, like Cuﬂ‘rcyn,
Tetleys and Boddingtons, in
addition to the moderately
priced full bar.

A fireplace is perched in the
center of the large room that is
broken up into smaller sitting
arcoa, Celtic knots dress the
intricate stained glass windows,
imported from Ircland. Large
front windows light the bar arca
and give customers a nice view
of the downtown flurry.

Owner John Calloghan named
the “public place” nfter his
grandfather, Sean, who aluso
owned a pub, Callaghan, from
Brighton, said that in Ireland,
pubs are very popular.

“In the old cauntry, people did-

(734) 450-6668

Sean 0'Callaghan’s
Where: 821 Penniman Road, Just west of Maln St. In Plymouth,

Open: 11 a.m, to 2 a,m. Monday-Friday; 10 a.m. o 2 a.m.
Saturday-Sunday, 21 and over after ¢ p.m.

Menu: Authentic Irish pub fars, including corned beef, rabbit
stew, shepherd’s ple and lamb shank, Dally Speclals, Lunch and
dinner menu. Full bar, Carry-out avallable, Average dinner costs

. Atmosphere: It feels like an Irish pub should - close quartars,
Irish jlg-band muslic playing, moderately noisy and lots to look at.

n't really cat at home. In fact,
they seldomly entertdined at
home,” ho said. “(Pubs) became
an extension of their home.”
Callaghan described his restau-
rant as “a very typical Victorian
pub.”

Located on Penniman Road,
west of Main Street, Callaghan
said business hos been great at
the restaurant, which opened in
May.

Along with his son Shane,
from Plymouth, Cnllaghan has
been working on the pub for
three years. Along with business
partners Sam and Kovin
Khashan, who are brothers from
Northville, the four purchased
the lease last October and began
the extensive design and remod-
eling process.

According Lo Callaghan, the
small kitchen made for séme
slow service in the beginning,
but has not been a problem
since.

2001 LINCOLN TOWN CAR EXEC

0

" FIRSY MONTH’S PAYMENT®

50 -

sl_cumn u_nosu.

One of the most popular dish-
es served ia the Shepherd’s Pic,
a traditional Iriah favorite,
Callaghan said, Thickly-cut
ronated portabello mushrooms
stew with shallots and creamed
apinach under a golden mashed
potato blanket. It's available
with or without Guinness-basted
beef. The dish is $12.76 without
beef, $14.25 with it.

Corned beef

Corned beef is served in a
number of dishes, including a
corned beef melt (with spicy
mustard and fontina cheess) and
Niman Ranch corned beof din-
ner. Callaghan estimated that
the kitchen uses about 1,000
pounds of corned beef n week.

Koreen Khashan, Sam and
Kovin's sister, alao works at
0O’Callaghan's, helping out as
needed.

“(Customers) compare it to
‘Cheers.’ They go on about their
business like it's their home ...

That's the way we want it to be,”
Koreen said, She encourages
customers to mingle with cach
other and share tables.

Tho fish choice changes dnily,
80 does the soup. Callughan rec-
ommends the One And One (fish
and chips served with meyer
lemon caper tartar sauce), made
with halibut.

The hearty soda biscuits are
not to be missed. They are
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served before dinner arrives.

To finish the meal, there is o
list of aftor dinner drinks and
three desserts, Black ‘n’ Tan ice
cream, Barm Brak and Michigan
Rhubarb Gingerbread Upside-
Down Cake, for $5.75 each. But
the nmployncs suggest not let-
ting the expericnce end there,

“It's mellow; it's laid-back,”
said Jay Markley, a bartender.
“Everyonc’s friendly. In general,
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it’s just a nice place
to hang out.” Markley, from Ply-
mouth, joked that he is sure a
person can live off Gulnnean
alone. “It's been proven.”

Callaghan snid there are only
a couple true pubs in Mlc}ugnn
He called the rest “Irish bars.”

“If you notice, there are x(o
shamrocks on the walls and no
leprechauns. Our lnprechnuns
are behind the bar” .
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(734) 64B-6100
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CUNTON TOWNSHIP
Sty Evons lakes»de
17500 Hall Rd.
(870} 540.3000
wweanslakeside.com
DEARBORN
Jack Demmer
21531 Michigan Avo.
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T 2748808
dememedm com

DETROST
8ob Maxey
16701 Mack Ave.
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{313) 885-4000
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Park Motor
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(313) 869-5000

parkmornim com
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Varsi -
49251 Grond River -«
1981 Bixh South of Winom Exst
1-B00-850-NOVI {6684} 5

varsiim com
PLYMOUTH
Hines Pork
40601 An'nvA’tbo* Rd.

o
1-800-550-MERC
hinetporkim com

ROCHESTER HILLS
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Barwmen Homln & Avon
[248) 652-4200

crwmanim com

SEVILE
Bob Maxoy

29000 Grotiot
&1 32 Mle Rd
{810 5526000
bobmareylm com

SOUTHARD

Star
i 24350 Wes! 12 Mile Rd,
T of lalagr
! (249]3 4-4900
S rorl com

So Ihg\
16800&!! Street

(731’ 235-3500
i STERUNG MEGHTS
. Crest
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croviingmert com
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8ob Borst
1950 Weu Haple

Troy ok Mo
{249) 643 6600

B WATERFORD
IC "
4178 Hyx Rd.(M-5)

f2ae) 4839558
horrie com
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: 'Ford Cmdn will waive H\e hrs! monfhs paymenl up o $1,f 000 on any new 2001 hncoln for o prvved Red Curpe! Leose ond Ford Credit purchuso conrrucfs !hrwgh 7/9/2001 "No» B "
: ,' charge mam)enqnce for 3 yoars or 3c6dl000 miles, whichever occurs Grst, inchuded with the puucﬁuse or lease of a'new 2001 Lincoln Town Car, Co includes o b oo niichigen

} sarvicasdh 5,000-mile intervols. - 1-888-56-LEASE for details, For cash back, toke new retail del; ivery from decler stock by 7/9/2001. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY FOR | 173‘!7“‘?‘7'33 s
THE LOWEST FORD CREDIT APR. SEE DEALER FOR QUALIFICATION DETAILS, Dedler participation may affect savings. Toke new retail deliver from dealer sfock by 7/9/2001 i v ¥
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