The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2001

(F)c3

(ZARDENING

Reap a little inspiration from garden books

GARDEN
SPOT

Books can
often inspire
us to grow
something
new to us,
add a fon-
tu:l: to our
garden or
a dlffcr:r:{
style. Here
ore  some
that may do
juat that.

If you've
ever wanted
a small
water fea-
ture and have some expertise
with tools, look into Simple
Fountains fnr Indoors & Out-
doors, Dorcas Adkina (Storey
Booka, $26.95), which contains
designs for 20 different types.

Whether you want a fountain
of bamboo and wood or ceramic,
stone, metal or concrete,
provides thorough uup-by-nep
instructions,

e ideas are innovative and
fun—i.c., 8 mask of a real person
makes a spouting fountain. In
addition, n chapter i8 devoted to
ponds and waterfalls. The iltus.
trations and phntou clenrly show
the correct pi

Also from Smrey Tlu Family
Butterfly Book, Rick Mikuln
($16.95, soft), contains “projects,
activities, and a field guide to 40
favorite North American
species.”

This colorful book invites you
into the world of butterflies as
Mikula sharas his extensive

knowledge.
Projects include raising cater-

pillars, hand-feeding the butter-
flies, the correct plants that
entice them into the garden,
water, etc,, and even firat-nid
techniques! Fentured are
descriptions and photos of the
most common backyard butter-
fliea.

Take time to share this book
with young and not-so-young
children; it's full of good advice,

Guides

Houghton Mifflin has just
released two first-class books
(each $23) in ita Taylor’s Guides
sories. Both are carefully
arranged with cross-references
for quick access.

In the first, Perennials, Bar-
bara Ellis describes more than
600 flowering and folinge plants
in alphabetical order by botani-

Gardening has far-reaching benefits

BY LEE ReICH
AP WEEKLY FEATURES

Just look at all the fruits, flow-
ers and vegetables a garden
offers thia time of year. What a
fine time to consider the benefits
of gardening!

It's not always much cheaper
to grow your own vegetables and

grow, You can grow 10 varietics
of peas in your garden, and eat
them within seconds of picking.
Homegrown flowers might not
have the perfection of florists’
flowers, but aren’t s fow imper-
fections what make homegrown
ones so attractive?
Conmder also the phyaical and
logical benefits of bending

flowers, so is not a
very convincing argument for
gardening. Unless, of course, you
plan to cat a lot of vegetables or
want an abundance of flowers -
not such bad idens.

Quanlity is where the rift
between buying and growing
widens, and it’s in favor of grow-
ing. You cannot buy peas, let-
tuce, peaches, tomatoes, and
“most other vegetables and fruits

“from 2 supermarket that are as
“good-tasting as those you can

to weed and pitching manure as

compared with jogging on a |

treadmil) or doing push-ups.
Just ns Thoreau’s wood hented
him twice, first when he cut it
and then when he burned it, so
the garden provides health
twice, Even before you harvest
healthful fruits, vegetables, and
herbs, you benefit from the phys-
ical exercise associated with
growing them.

The garden also can be a great
tencher, Close observation of
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plants and their environment
can teach chemistry, botany,
entomoalogy, and pathology. Gre-
gor Mendel formulated the basic
lawa of genetics in his monastery
garden.

The garden teaches more than
just science, though. In the 1888
classic “My Summer in a Gar-

en,” C.D. Warner writea that
the garden teaches “patience and
philosophy and the higher
virtues — hope deferred, ond
expectations blighted ... The gar-
den thus becomes a moral agent,
o test of character, s it was in
the beginning.”

The garden offers rewards.
Such rewards may be deferred,
but they are sure to come, doled
out after just days (plant radish-
es), after weeks (plant
marigolds), or after years (plant
a maple tree),

MORE GARDENING
The Michigon School of
Gardening, 29429 Six Mile, in
Livonla offers classes on o variety
of subjects. Register in advance.
Classgs aro limited in sizo.
Weekly classes usually are
scheduted for 9:30 a.m., while
evening courses begin at 6:30

p.m. Closses listed here will be
taugnt at the Livonla facility.
Hero Is o list of some of the
classes, some of which require
prereguisite courses or exper-
ence, and the dates cach class
stort: Garden Design, July 9; Tree
and Shrub Pests, July 19;
Vegetable Garden Pests, Aug. 1;

Fower Garden Pests, Aug. 7, and
Landscape Design, Aug. 8. For
information on spring classes,
times and costs or ¢lick on www.
michigangardening. com for class
information or for classes at
other locations In Detrolt,
Pontlac and Macomb Townshlp.
Call (248) 4-GARDEN.
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ince 1937

BEAT THE HEAT

SAVE NOW on an Energy-Efficient
Bryant® A/C System From Your
Local Blue Dot®Services Company
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New ENERGY-EFFICIENT
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

Starting
At Only
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PLUS FINANCING WITH APPROVED CREDIT
l This offer only applied to Bryant Mode] #561CIX 024.
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Limit one coupon per service. Not vatid with any other l
offer. Call for detalls. Expires 7/7/01.

Proud Supplier of...
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Size, sun, shade and soil
requirements, zones and a very
short description ns well as color
photos comprise the first half.

The cncyclopedia holds more
detailed descriptions and
includes the latest cultivars. The
introductions give general care,
discnses and insect problems,
propagation, and buying infor-
mation, as well as many good
tips.

The second book, Shrubs, by
Kathleen Fisher, has informa-
tion nbout selecting and growing
more than 600 ornamental and
useful shrubs for privacy, ground
covers and specimen plantings,
1t follows the same format as the
first and nlso contains excellent
information.

The Great Lakes Berry Book, A
Falcon Field Guide, by Bob
Krumm (distributed by Globe-
Pequot Presa, $11,95, soft), can
be taken in the field while you
gearch for all kinda of berriu
that grow wild in the area.

The 48 color photos clenrly
illustrate tho planta in blossom
and in fruit. Thoughtfully, poi-
acnous berries are included,
Many yummy-sounding recipes
from jelly to mousse will encour-
age you to try something new
that is definitely a Michigan
product.

Old and new -

Two books from Brooklyn
Botanic Garden (each $9.95) are
again written with the authority
and style on which we have come
to rely.

The first, Jopanese Imp:nd
Gardens: Adapting Japan's
Design{Traditions for Your Gar-
den, with guest editor Patricia
Jonas, explains how to design
such a garden with the proper
placement of paths and rocks,
how to incorporate water, and
the Japanese technique of uae
pruning.

The second, Landscaping
Indoors: Bringing the Garden
Inside, guest editor Scott Appell,
contains designs for new ways to
display plants.

Marty Figley is advanced maa-
ter gardener based in Birming-
ham. You can leave her a mes-
sage by dialing (734) 953-2047
on a touch-tone phone. Her fax
number is (248) 644-1314.
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RETRACTADLE AWNING,
PLUS INSTALLATION
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CLIP AND BRING IN COUPON

Shop where the pros shop
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THE AWNING STORE & MORE
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12700 Merriman R, Livonls 174 Mide 5. 0f F96 ¢ {Jeftries) 1o berrimen tH4 mile S. ta 151 Bght karn beft on ndustrial e

ANADDITIONAL

$200 OFF

THIS WEEREWD OHLY

IN-HOME ESTIMATE
(734)42-7110
o7 1-800-44 AWNING

Wholesale Countertop Pricing
SlZZl.lNG SUMMER SAl.E

* Luna Pearl
» Rosa Beta
* Impala Black
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Granite 3cm thick!

$53.95 s/f installed!

includes straight polished edge
20 s/f minimum
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Marble - Granite - Sllestone"
Why buy countertops at retail when you can buy direct.

Since we fabricate at our own locations, we beat the “Big Box”
store pricing. We offer quick delivery and personalized service.

Wa stock over fifteen hundred slabs of Marble, Granite and Silestone in over eighty
unique colors. We stock the largest selection of imported ceramic tile in Michigan.

Check our prices first!
1;‘ Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.

Silestone 3cm thick!

* Terra Cotta
* Amarillo Palmira

$42.95 s/t installed!

includes straight polished edge
20 s/ minimum
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ceramic e S Southfield Rochester
23455 Telegraph Rd. 1972 Star Batt Dr.
Serving Metropolitan Detroit for Over 60 Years Marblized 16x16  $1.29 s/f  248-356-6430 248-853-4654
6x6 Floor Tile Visit one of our Showrooms! b
Bone/Sand 45¢ s/t Showroom hours; ]

Marble 12x12 as low $1.99 s/f M-T-Th W-F Sat
8:30-5:00 8:30-8:00 9:00-5:00

Instaflation includes Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb Counties. Others at additional cost. Offer not valid

A Click or Call )\way
www bluedotdirect.com

with any other discount. All previous orders excluded. Subject fo stock on hand.




