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Hunters, anglers: Record facts for posterity

With empty
cyes and a gap-
ing mouth an
old, lacquered
muskie head is
perched like a
gargeyle on the
bookshelf in my
office. When the
sunlight hits it
juat right, tho
dull, dried,
bronze-akinned
creature turns
almost copper in
color, which is appropriate eince
the regal trophy was taken from
Schlatter Lake, at the tip of the
Upper Peninsuln's Keweenaw
Peninsula — Copper County.

.Deerd longer than.I've been
ahve. the toothy predator still
cemums up questions of it's exis-
tence when new acquaintances
first lay eyes on it: “How big was

it?" “What did he catch it on?”
“Where's the reat of it?* “Why ia
it so ugly?”

Heard them all before.

All that's left is the head, from
the gill-plate forward. It was
never mounted; folks didn't do
much of that back then. Instead,
dad dipped it in a pail of lacquer
and hung out to dry in the sum-
mer sun,

1t was dried with the mouth
wide open, which makes it look
even more menacing than I sup-
pose it was when it waa alive
and feeding on anything ¢lso in
the lnke. From top to bottom, the
mouth mensures a whopping six
inches, and another five from
side to side. There is a full three
inches between the eyes. This
truly was a huge fish.

As family legend goes, my late
father caught the monster one
summer day while fishing from

shore. He and his native Ameri-
can pal “Noukie,” would venture
out often on fishing excursions
from the little mining town of
Mohawk where dad’s family
owned a cabin, Schlatter Lake,
Lac La Belle, Lake Fanny Hooe,
and Bruneau Creck wero house-
hold words while I was growing
up.

Back when the fish was
caught there were no roads lead-
ing into Schlatter Lake, The only
way to access it was through the
woods, which equated to about a
four-mile hike, if legend has it
correct,

With trophies like thia one
lurking in the cryatal waters,
who could blame them for wear-
ing out a pair of sneakers a year
on the long, rugged treks, That
also helps explain why therse is
only the head of this fish remain-
ing-today to foster the tale:

OUTDOOR CALENDAR

ACTIVITIES

dm.mn commf SPORTFISHING
» ASSOCIAT

'I!hc Ouklund County Sportfish-
ing Associntion meets at 7:30
pm. the third Wednesday of
every month at Santia Hall,
1985 Cass Lake Road, Keego
Harbor. Call (248) 6984889 or
visit the club's web site at
hittp://go.taocsn for more infor-
réation,
DOWNRIVER BASS

| ASSOCIATION

ren. The public is welcome, More
information can be obtained by
calling Ed Wilczek at (816} 757-
7366 or club President Ray Ban-
bury at (810) 598-0310.
METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS
Motro-West Steelhoaders meeta
at 7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday
of each month in the cafeterin at
Garden City High School, Call
Dominic Liparoto at (248) 476-
6027 for more information.
MICHIQAN FLY FISHING

The Michigan Fly Fishing Club
meets ut 7 30 p.m, the first and
third W days of each month

‘The Downriver Bass A
a:non-tournament basa club,
*meets at 6:30 p.m. the fourth
‘Tuesday of every month at the
Gander Mountain (14100 Pardee
Road) in Taylor. For more infor-
mation, call Ron Fodor at (734)
676-2863 or send an e-mail to
riverrat122@home.com.

at Livonia Clarenceville Middle
School, located on Middlebelt
Rond between Seven and Eight
Mile roads. Call (248) 478-1494
for more information.
FOUR SEASONS
The Four Seasons Fishing Club
meets 1:30-9:30 p.m. the first

day of cach month at the

DETROIT AREA STEEL
Detroit Area Steelheaders, Inc.

Cmc Park Senior Center, 16218

membership meetings aro held
the last Tuesday of each month
at Knights of Columbus, St, Pius
X 6177 Chicngo Road, in War-

ADVERTISEMENT

”Ever have an
“iitch so bad  you
con't sleep? 7z

to me. I developed o reaction m ik

madicine § had 1o take following surgery.

The doctors sald there was nothing they

1 could gloe me for the fiching. 1 tried that

< ltch cream you see all over TV, 1t dida
© help. Nothing etopped the ltching.

“During a return trip to the emerpency

. room following surgery, § told the emer-

Rency room doctor § itched so bad I wos

" obout to go nats. He toid me o0 right to

the drug atore and get o tube of ITCH.X

1 used i one tima and the ltch was
in over two weeks.

“f had ro mArmmdelor
dont think § could
have made it thot long
that ITCH-X
saved my ifel”

.
Nerth Muskegon, Michigan

Btop an iich befora It can spoll one

goae. & got the firat nlght's sleep I'd had
another month and
without ITCH.X. I 'h["k
=Acklln Hoofman
* night's sloep. Get cooling,

FOR YOU
[BF Qifts, Collectidbles
Bl all wllhnlellne %

ad, in Livonia.
CnllJlm Kudej at '(734) 691-0843
for information.
HURON VALLEY STEELHEADERS
The Huron Valley Steelheaders
meets the third Thursday of each
month at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, 27600 Hall Road, Flat

CLASSES
NOW
FORMING

SUMMER CLASSES

FOR BEGINNERS

Classes For Ages 8- t1

16 And Adulls

Keyboard, Piano Or
Organ In 6 Weeks!
995

No Instrument Needed - However
Rlnublndvathbll

HAMMELL
- MUSIC

15630 Middlebelt - N. of 5 Mile
Call Maria at
734-427-0040, Ext. 112
forclass Bmes, detalts and 1o agister.

JJOOI' z‘le,;or M\Anl‘i ;

fl(c Luxury Boarding [
ocages |8
ror our guests,
private

WL ba

Rock. Call Carroll White at (734)
285-0943 for more information,

'l'he School for Ouuzloor Leader-

who'd want to carty a 25- to 36-
pound muskie four miles
through the woods?

The legend has become fuzxy
over the years, so the exact date
of the catch, the lurc used, and
the highlight of the fight remain
a mystery. My best gucsa is that
it was taken around 1949-61,
well before my mom and dad
were even married. It waa poasi-
bly caught with a red/white
Dardovle, a popular spoon at the
time. I've got dad's old tackle
box, and there are a couple BIG
Dardevles and a huge Red Eye
in there, I've often wondered if
one of them is the lucky luro.

The questions remain and all I
can do now is speculnte as to
their answers,

I've vowed to not mako the
samo mistake with my trophies.
On o suggestion from o friend
and colleagus, I've started mak-

ing little fact cards that I attach
to the back of my trophies,

There's one for my biggest
buck, a wide-racked, nine-point
taken on Nov. 10, 1889, with a
bow and arrow in Lapeer Coun-
ty. Due to circumstances, I've
explained further on the cnrd L
hed to wait until the fnllowlng
morning to recover the deer.

It was the longest night of my
life, but the wait was well worth
it when my buddy, Danny Poole,
and I recovered the massive
buck at daybreak along the edge
of an overgrown cornfield,

Then there’s one nbout my
first turkey, a tom with an eight-
inch beard, taken in Montmoren-
cy County in 1890. He crossed
two pastures in the early morn-
ing light only to hang-up 70
yards away. 'd thrown st
him every call 1 lmew without
much success, a live hen began

GET A GRIP

“Get a Grip,” the Metroparks’
new 25-foot rock climbing tower,
will be on displny at Stony ka

(SOLAB), a non-profit organiza.
tion intercsted in promoting the
apprecintion of outdoor activi-
ties, meeta at 7:30 p.m. on the
firat ’I‘uendny of each month at
the Colony Hall in Southficld,
Call (248) 988-6658 for more

* information,

CLINTON RIVER BASS ‘N RATS
The recently organized Clinton
River Bass ‘n Rats meeta the
first Monday of every month at
7:30 p.m. at the Gander Moun-
tain Lodge. Call (810) 247-9800
for direction and additional
information, The club is an affili-
ated chapter of the B.A.S.8.
National Federation,

METROPARKS

METROPARK REQUIREMENTS
Most Metropark programs are
free while some require n nomi-
nal fee. Advanced registration
and a motor vehicle permit are
required for all programs. Call
the respective parks toll free at
the following numbers: Stony
Creck, 1-800-477-7766; Indian
Springs, 1-800-477-3192; Kens-
ington, 1-800-477-3178; Hudson
Mills, 1-800-477-3191. .

park in Shelby T .
from July 2-15. There is a $2 fee
to climb, For more information,
call Stony Creek Metropark at 1.
800-477-7756 or (810) 781-4242.

OAKLAND COUNTY
PARKS

COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
Advanced registration and a
motor vehicle permit are
required for all nature programs
at Oakland County Parks. Call
(248) 625-8473 to register or for
more information.

PERMITS

The 2001 Oakland County parks
motor vehicle permits are now
on sale at all county park offices
and many parks and recreation
and township offices. The permit
cost is $26. All senior citizens
(ages 62 and older) can purchase
the permit for $15 at ail times.
Call (248) 868-0906 or TTY (248)
858-1684,

FISHING CONTESTS

Addison Oaks and Independence
Oaks county poarks will be the

cutting right beliind me and the
ol’ boy couldn't pass up the
seductive meludy Ho ran rlghl.-
in to my decoy.

Ironiceily, I shot that bird.
within 10 yards.of where my?
older bmlher, John, shot his first ;
buck back in 1987, ab duly:‘

recorded. .
Dates, hunting/fishing pnrl-.'
ners, and highlights of the chase?
all got recorded; then I glue or
tapo the throo-by-ﬁve file card to
the back of my mount. They help -
remind me of days gone by, and .
they'll also answer those never-"
ending questions after it’s time
for me to move on. 2
(Bill Parker writes o weekly
outdoor column for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers. Qucs-_.
tions and comments are also~
encouraged. Send information to:
Bill Parker, c/o Outdoors, 805 E.
Maple, Birminghom, M1 48009.) ~

Aug. 1-Labor Day weekend. A

'vnlld Michigan fishing license ia

reqliired, Call (248) §93-2432 or
(248) 625-0877 for information,

STATE PARKS

STATE PARK REQUIREMENTS
Maybury State Park, Proud
Lake Recreation Area, Bald
Mountain Recrention Area,
Highland Recreation Area, and
Tsland Laka Recreation Area
offer nature interpretive pro-
grams throughout the year. A
state park motor vehicle permit
is required for entry into all
state parks and state recreation
areas, For registration and addi-
tional information on the pro-
grams at Maybury call (248)
349-8390. For programs at Bald
Mountain call (248) 693-6767.
For programs at Proud Lake and
Highland call (248) 6856-2187.
For programs at Island Lake call
(248) 229-7067.

WAYNE COUNTY
PARKS

COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
Wayne County Parks offers
nnturc interpretive promms

sito of fishing con on the fol-
lowing days: Memorial Day
weekend-June 30; July 1-31; and
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Douglas’ "Iy (13414 100 IM,
1:22.92: 50 breast,'43.75; Danlet, {.
Marvicaln (W'. 29 back, 20.46; 25
fty, 28.24; Kyla Chambaniia (15-12),
60 back, 39.60; 100 M, 1/18,6: Miko
Richardson (15-18), 100" {res, .
1'00.42‘50"],”57'0“%' -
a0 (1344, 50 Dack, 4.24; B tree, | |-
3493,

Single winans: Cralg Petern (Moh A
50 breast, $9.47; Luks Mitler (w»,

, 50 back, 49.89; Erlc Sarkow (11
50 hy, 40.02; Brysn WM lle)' 20
froe, £4.52.

Relay Mnnm 40year M
madisy (Edo Grubbs; Lt BI
Eric Garlow, Bryan Walker,

B270m gils 200 macley (Katie Stafl,
Eilzsbeth Garlow, Rennle Jones,

Mysrkowshl), 2:27.02; 52ysar boys
200 mediey (David Marvicain, Dougios
Itey, Zach Alten, Andraw’ Ctark,

:11.07; 86year boys 200 freestyia
(Mixe Al:n-mm-. Oavid Stell; Kyle

Prics}, 1:57.68."

PENOII.S, PAPER. NOTEBOOKS, CAI.GULATORS,
KNAPSACKS, LUNCH BOXES, IMMUNIZATIONS.
ARE YOU SURE YOUR CHILD IS READY FOR SCHOOL?

tetarttaeaaseane o

Michigan state law requires all children entering the school system for the first time to receive
a wellness cxam and immunizations. Make sure your child starts the year right. Call the U-M
Health Center ncarest you today to schedule an appointment. To find a University of Michigan
physician, simply call 1-800-211-8181.\We accept a variety of health care plans, including 38GARE?

UNIYERSITY OF MICAISAN

Health Ceaters
_ Feel Better




