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Gun requests soar under new law

new law say the
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While a court decision sent a rush of appli-
cants to local police departments see
ermits, supporters of the
loom and doom’ picture
painted by opponents won’t come to pass.

g con-

The Farmington Hills Police Depart-
mont gave out close to 80 applieation
packets by 6 p.m. on Monday, while
Farmi; Police distributed 20 appli-

A rush of people secking applicati
to carry a concealed weapon made their
way this week to local police stations
and sheriff’s offices.

A recent Michigan Supreme Court
decision cleared the way for tho new
CCW law to go into effect on July 1,

cations. Kay Williams, supervisor of
records at the Onkland County Sher-
iff's Office, said her office isaued
approximately 500 applications and
took over 200 sets of fingerprints.

“Everybody was very good and very
patient,” she said.

A records clork at the Farmington
Hills Polico Departmenta said, “Wo've,
lost count of the number of calle we've
received.”

Farmington Hills Police Chief Bill
Dwyer ia worried about the implica-
tions of the new law.

“I take it very seriously. I have 39
years in law enforcement.”

Dwyer issued a statement as presi-
dent of the Michigan Association of
Chiofs of Polico expressing concern
fbouv, the implementation of the CCW
aw,

“The new law exposes tho state's citi-
zens to a greater potential of handgun
relnted violence,” he said.

The new law takes a “shall issuc”
stance, meaning that all persons over
21 years of nge have a right to a con-
cealed weapons permit unless they are
disqualified by certain exemptions,
Dwyer said.

*There are some exemptions, but not
enough,” he said.

“As a result of this low taking effect,
we can anticipate an increase in the
number of accidental and unintention-
al shootings involving people legally
carrying concealed weapons,” Dwyer

said.
He also cites an increased risk to
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Fabulous Fourth

Strawberry soclal: Michelle
Campbell and son Niklas
enjoy cold ice creamon a
warm day during the 40th
Anniversary celebration at
The Servant Church of St.
Alexander on June 24. A brief
history of the parish and
additional photos are in our
Hometown Life section./C5

Heading to Heartbreak

Hotel: ElvisFest brings

impersonators to Ypsilan-

ti’s Depot Town July 14-
%

History buff: Author
David Poremba reuvisits
the Motor City’s memo-
rable moments in his new
book./BL

[
‘The Big Ooh-Aah

Thousands of aren residents crowded in and around
Founders Sports Park on 8 Mile in Farmington Hille
Wednesday evening for three hours of rockin’ hits courtesy
Steve King and the Dittilies, followed by a spectacular
Fourth of July fireworks display set to music.

Police and city stafl directed pedestrian traffic out of the
area fairly quickly; vehicles parked in the Founders lot and
across the street waited a bit longer at the end of the night.

Pictured far left, Richard
Bader and Angela Throop

brought a blanket and cooler,
kicked their shoes off nnd

British Invasion: Britpop
band Travis heads to
DTE Energy Music The-
atre on the bill with pop
princess Dido./B3

Apartments/G4 HomeTown 4 it
At Home/C1 Life/C5 enjoyed the show. Guilliana
Automotive/G41  Jobs/GE Yatooma, Lindsay McKenna,
Jodi Amhowitz and Erin Miller
Classlfied/E,F,GH  Obituarles/A10 dance to Sam and Dave's “Soul
Classified Opinlons/AB-9 Man”, played by Steve King nnd
Index/G2 Rea! Estate/EL the Dittlies (top).
Crossword/G3 Service Gulde/G9 Like moany other children-and
Entertainment/B,  Sports/D1 some adults-Abby Zhmendak

sparkies before the big show
begins (center), and Katie
Knighton (right) sports a potri-

otic chapeau.
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Moo-ving glft:
Erin Cook, a
Livonia Steven-
son junior, holds

Silver Dairy owner gives up
after an-udder cow disaster

up a gift that an

unknown cus: By SuE Buck her into & Trojan horse.

tomer of the Sil-  Stary w"“;’“ Ahn's employces didn't even have cnough
ver Dairy on shiickSae S penta. sk time to name the new cow, which weighed
Grand River It’s udderly frustrating. about 50-100

pounds .more

Robert Ahn, owner of the Silver Dairy on
than the origi-

Grand River in Farmington, has finally

-Sd many rosums

gave to the busi- H ‘People have

Thonksa *

B ness after the given up on the idea of having a cow nal cow. told me ‘I've mea-
first cement cow  gatute in front of his Grand River busi-  "Now we can sured my kids'
named Betsy .. niess, name her y
was decapitat- Ho recently bought a replacoment for one  Scrap,”hesaid,  growth on that
ed. A replace- that waa decapitated by vandals months hen Ahn cow'.'

. ¢ put in ago. She was in place about a weck July 1, purchased his

ment pu when she waa tipped on her side and hur  new cow, he Robert Ahn

alerted the
Farmington
Public Safety
Department,
asking them to kecp an eye on the fanx
bovine. The incident occurred in the weo
hours of the morning.

Betsy, the original three-foot-high, novel-
ty statue was a mainstay at the front of the
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place last week
has also been
damaged, and
the ice cream
stand's owner
doesn’t plan to
find another.

concrete rebar lega were damnged. Ahn Sitver Dairy owner
thinks someone jumped on her legs.

The original cow had her head and legs
chopped last October.

“The cow doean't mnke me any money,
but it's a landmark,” Ahn said. “I'm very
distraught. People have told me, ‘I've mea-
sured my kids' growth on that cow.™

Because of its weight, taking the cow in
for the night wasn't feasible. Nor did he
consider putting wheela on her and turning
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