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Wheels for World keeps disabled

B\’ CAH.A PLOWMAN
ephwmlnﬂoe homecomm.nct

:w:dlin the meticulous home of
Dorothy Pitsch is a small, well-
1it ‘office that once wae her din-
irig room. Compared to thc rest
of the house, the room ie some-
what cluttered with stacks of
p-par and files, but for Pitach,
it's just onough space for hnr
‘Wheels for the World work,

‘WFW is a nonprofit Christian
organization that collects old
wheelchairs, canes and crutches
from all over the United States
and distributes them to people in
need in more than 40 countries,

‘A little less than half the
chairs come from children who
have outgrown them, the rest
mostly from adults who have
died or otherwise no longer need
them, said Pitsch, who is the
régional representative for
WFW.

Pitsch-ing in
‘Pitsch, a Farmington remdem,
has been

she would orgnnn.e a whoelchmr
drive for

abled chl]dmn realize their
1 and is also the author

Pitsch said, “I didn’t know how
to do such a thing.”

So she began by sending let-
tera to nrea churches asking that
they post a notice. From there,
donors called Pitsch ot her home,
and the word spread fast. Soon,
she said, local medin picked up
on the story.

“Every step is just sort of
winging it. I never know what's
going to happen next,” Pitsch
said. “What's amazing to me is
that everythmg;unt seems to fall
together.”

Whatever her formula may be,
the wheolchair drives in the
Dotroit area glean large num-
bers of wheelchairs for WFW. A
three-week drive last year
brought in 3,500 chairs.

Joni
Joni and Friends, the forerun-
ner of WFW, was founded

of 27 books on topics ranging
from disability to religion. Joni

"and Fricnds also teaches disabil-

ity awaroness in schools and
churches.

“There’s no cnd to what (Joni)
does in her life,” Pitsch said.

Wheels of support

Pitsch works for WFW with
limited amounts of help. And
since she can't pny workers, the
volunteer help she docs get is
priceless,

DaimlerChrysler offers help by
volunteering some of its trucks
and drivers to take the chairs
down to Nashville, where they
are repaired. Shurgard Storage
Centers, Inc. has been providing
free units for the past fow years
8o that Pitsch has a place to
store the wheelchairs.

Once Pllach hns collcclcd sev-
eral hund. irs, volun-

Joni Eareckson Tada in 1980.
Tudn, WFW president, was in a
ident in 1967 and was left

drives in the area for three
years. Sha works anywhere from
four to 14 hours a day, depend-
irg on how many donations she
receives, soven days a week,

I actually quit a part-time job
because this was gelting so big,”
adid Pitsch, 67, adding that she
helps arrange drives in five
other states.

«In tho three years she'’s been
volunteermg. Pivach has never
réceived a paycheck and has
gone from knowing very little
sbout organizing a wheelchair
drive to tenching others how it's

one.
iV_Vhen first asked by WFW if

a qundnplnglc.

In Third World countries, the
cost of a wheelchair equals a
year's worth of wages for some.
Each chair is worth around
$3,000 brand new. WFW has

d over 8,000
to over 40 countries, including
Poland, Peru, China, Ghana,
West Africa and Romania, Pitsch

, said.

Joni and Friends, based in
Tada's native state of California,
also aims to further the Chris-
tian fmlh among the disnb!ed

ity. Ench w! ir
comes with a Bible.

Tada stays busy helping dis-
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3
5

Freedom

BY RADHIKA UPADHYAYA
SPECIAL WIITER

. (This is the first-place winner
In* the essay contest sponsored
by the Farmington Amcrican
Legion Post 346 and the 50th
Anniversary of the Korean War
Commemorative Committce.
Radhika iz a Power Middle
Svhool eighth-grader who lives
in Farmington Hills.)
Freedom is mml.-thmg we are
lucky enough to experience on
an cveryday basis. It comes so
naturally that we forget how
blessed we are. Each day, our
freedom gives us more and
inore opportunities to emb

isn’t free

life in a positive lashion. We
are gifted enough to be pmvnd-
ed with choices. Freedom is n
blessing that should not be
taken for granted.
1 Each day we are allowed the
chance to endure our own pere
sonnl rights. Not too long ago,
things were not as justified as
they are today, Women were
not nllowed the right to vote.
Roligions and faiths were not
voluntarily chosen. A ruler or
dictator took control of every-
thing. Today, we take for
granted all that is available to
us,
+:Our country hns been
through a lot to achieve free-
dom. Year after year, month
after month, doy after day,

eople fnught for our freedom,

here have been incredible
Dassacres, unbelievable ten-
sion, and unimaginable cras.
Still, our country’s finest stood
up when they were tired,
fought when they felt defeated,
and battled their hearts out.
‘Thia strength came out of the
loyalty to their country and
their determination for free-
dom

: Our country has paid a price
:o accomplish freedom. For
every boy or girl in the United
States slouching on their
touches, a person lost their life
{n o war, The cost for o single
person's freedom is the death
Ri

Radhlka Upadhyaya

of another. This is a completely
unfair bargain. In math, we
are taught to balance equa-
tions, 1f this equation were to
be put on a scale, one side
would weigh down an enor-
mous weight. How is it balance
and equality if a life must be
lost to make another’s better?

A blessing that is always
being taken for granted is free-
dom. Freedom is not free.
When a person thinks of free-
dom, what might they think
of? The right to vote, the free-
dom of speech, the ability to
choose and the list could go on
forever. What people will for
get are the war veterans who
allowed these people to live in
peace and harmony. Though
we have Memorinl Day as a
national holiday, it just doesn't
scem like enough, Veterans
were our complete and abso-
lute source of freedom, without
their contributions we would
be trapped in the little gamo of
life without independence. Our
lives of little restrictions and
emotional security would be at
n loss. Please do not take free-
dom for granted. Also remem-
ber that our war veterans are
not ordinary Americans, they
are extraordinary Americans
who granted us happiness and
peace.

R

Chat room from page C5

'Jolln Shores and walked the
sandy beach, taking in the activ-
ities.

The best part was my daugh-
tér treated my wife and I to
Iynch as a Father's Day gift.

JIt’s interesting that as we
Blnw older how some of the
ssemingly smallest things pro-
vide the greatest pleasures in
life. When I was o youny parent,
I didn't have the time to enjoy

‘ \

these things.

As Bev and I started our jour-
ney home, we drove through the
mountains, blesacd with elear
akics and n getting sun. Yes,
some things in life are indeed
priceless.

Jack McLaughlin is a Michi.
gan native now living in Califor.
aia.

teers from DaimlerChrysler
make arrangements for the
chairs to be delivered to a correc-
tional facility in the South.

The painstzking restoration
process takes place with the help
of inmates from n Tennessee
prison, who repair and replace
broken parts.and clean the

airs,

“We've had stories of inmates
where they have turned their
lives around (after working on
the wheelchairs),” Pitsch said,

After paperwork is attached to
each chair for government pur-
poses, a tediouws task in itself,
according to Pitach, they are
sent around the world.

Pitsch said the best part is
“hearing about children, espe-
cially (those who are able) to go
to school for the first time
because of the wheelchairs,”

Help from friends

Her husband Ron, 65, is sup-
portive, Pitsch said.

“When I get in a pinch, he will
then help me out.”

You've just
found a way to
protect your money
from inflation for

the next 30 years. -

Finding a way to protect your
money from (nflation doesn't
require a crystal bal. Check out
www.savingsbonds.gov 1 fAind
out more about Serles | Bonds
from the U.S. Treasury.

Lietyure Kovch  Suke Flar b G

www.savingsbonds.gov
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Pitsch ia the
mother of five
children, all over
the age of 18 now.

She also gets
help from Jim
Rapin and Sui
‘Wong. Both assist
Pitsch during the
collection process.

“Jim is out and
about each and
every day helping
in whatever way
he physically can.
He has been a
supporter and
friend, helping to
sow sceds of
faithfulneas as
Michigan's
Wheels For the
World blossomed
and grew,” Pitsch
wrote of her
friend recently for
the Joni an
Friends newslet-
ter.

Wong, Pitach's
friend and neigh-
bar, has been vol-
unteering with
WFW for two
years,

“She’s o great
lady,” said Wong
a stay-at-home
mom. “So, I'm
happy to give her
a hand.”

Wong added
that the work is
very rewarding.
“You fecl good you
did something
good for someone
less flortunate,”
she said, adding
she plans to help for as long as
she can.

Despite the long hours and no
paycheck, Pitsch finds her volun-
tecr work very fulfilling. “The

ot s

New Morning School

Full Day or Half Day
Summer Camps
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folks mobile

work is exhausting, sometimes,
but it’s definitely rewarding.”

This year's Wheels for the
World drive will be held Sept. 1-
1. There are a number of loca-
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Donation: Chelsie and Dorothy Pitsch load a wheelchair into a
donated storage locker.

tions where wheelchairs can be
dropped off. Call Dorothy Pitsch
at (248) 661-3317 to donate or
volunteer. Only usable, non-clec-
tric chairs accepted.

CAMP (C@KINHER

Give your child the summer experience that will always
be remembered.....CAMP! Where lasting friendships are
made and wonderful experiences begin!

1f you would like to feorn more
about advertising your comp,
Cati: Rich Viculln at
734 953-2069
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Summer is really here
ic’s hard to de

For more information about advertising please call Rich: 734-953-2069

Are you looking for a fair, a

and there

festival or a cozy resort?
Whatever it is these advertisers
are ready to serve you!
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The bear’s in -
Bed & Contincnlal Breaklast
Clean, comfortable rooms.
Private bath & cable.
The bear’s in
.» 548 Crystal Avenue
Frankfort, M1 49635
(231) 352-9561 &‘
3e¢ 11 on the net: wwe the-beors In.com
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