trails close by, yet it
- is quiet enough for a

. wit
. Provence, it took Benser 18-months to .opcn tha
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Cottage Inn transports gu

BY CARA PLOWMAN
BTAFP WRITER
cplowman@oo.homecomm.not
fier being greeted at the marina in tho heart
of ono of the most beautiful areas on Mack-
inac laland, guests of The Cottage Inn are
casily swept up in 2 magieal, historic experience.
The 6,000-square-foot, three-story Inn opened
Memorial Day weckend and has been entertaining
and relaxing guests since, said owner Bob Benser.
Close to the boat docks that bring vacationers
onto the island and five miles from the Mackinac
Bridge, the Inn features 11 themed rooms with
modern amenities in the turn-of-the-century style
cottage. It ean accommodate couples as well as
families and is per-

ests t

by pictures of Jane Seymour and Chri )}
Reoves and is the most popular room, Benser snid.
It drops couples right into the romantic drama.
Other rooms embody well-known island trends,
as in the Lighthouse Tower room, which features a
turret, The Lilac Parlor room pays tribute to the
flowers that blanket the island and the Bridge

om has vaulted ceilings and historic pictures of L =

the Mackinae Bridge. The large Mockinnc Suito is
family-sizo and has threo rooms, Benser deseribed
the Inn as “colorful and cute” and suggested that
gueats pick a theme when they make reservations.
Benser said most people stay a weekend, but he
suggests they visit during the middle of the week

when the island isn't as busy.
“It really takes

fect for weddinga ani
other apocial occa-
sions, Benser added.
Located near
downtown on historic
Market Streot,
Benser said the Inn
has restaurants,
parks and scenic

penceful escape.

“You'll get a warm
feeling when you
walk in,” Benser
said. The smell of
fresh flowers and
rich coffee mingle
with the early morn-
ing riscrs. In the
afternoon, the sweet
aroma of chocolate
chip cookies may pour out of the kitchen. These
personal touches add to the comfortable ambiance.

‘The land the structure was built on belonged to
Benser’s father and was one of the last pieces
available for construction on the island.

- Unique sense of style

‘The theme rooms scparate The Cottage Inn from
the other Inns and hotels you can rent. Working
ith Birmingham-bosed desi La Belle

Inn,

Benser's siater Leslie Benser-Lucioni owns La
Belle Provence and worked on the Inn with design-
er Gail Crawmer. Benser knew he wanted theme
rooms, 80 the team brajnstormed possibilitics and
found aceent picces that proved to be the finishing
touches in the rooms,

“There's only 11 rooms, so we could be a bit ere-
ative,” said Benaer,

All of the themes are special to Mackinac and
include local history. The Somewhere in Time
room, which was based on the movie shot on the
ialnand, centers around a large canopy bed flanked

Historlc: A large canopy bed is situated perfect-
* ly in the “Somewhere in Time” room.

ona com-
plexion after the

night.”

muscum and Dr.
John Beaumont’s

of Mackinac.
“Take in all the
historical sites,”
Benser suggested,
“There’s 80 many
trails and areas fo
explore” and great
sailing ond boat-

ing.

Also, the islond's marina is right around the cor-
ner. Benser described the marina and said, “It's
just pretty. I've never seen a prettier spot.”

From June to mid-September is the peak time on
Mackinace, Benser said, Weekends are filling up
and Benser suggeata booking soon.

If you go
Where: The Cottage Inn is on Mack-
inac Island on Market Street.

Cost: During the peak season, a
night's stay at the Inn is $160-$225.

Reservatlons: For reservations and
information, call (306) 847-3343 or visit
www. cottagelnnofmackinac.com

Online: For information about the

lnst boat leaves at

Not far from the
Inn is the Stuart
House (an old fur
trading center)}

house. It’s also
close to the Father
Marquetto park —
an early explorer

tiv-gy

kS
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Island, visit www.mackinaclsland.org
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BECOME A MEMBER AND .

MEET

TIE SCICNCE GUY
AT THE & 845 70

'

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25

ENTER TO WIN A DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP AND MEET BILL NYE
THE SCIENCE GUY ON JULY 25!

Pkl Tl
[ WEEKEND 0F

RON

ATTHE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER
% SATURDAY, JULY 28 Ay 10Am UNTIL
SUNDAY, JULY 29 At 6pm
Ey % SPECIAL ROBOTICS
f  RIBBON cUTTING
7

CEREMONY ON. :
SATURDAY a1 10AM

~ s

OR

EXPLORE THE

POSSIBILITIES

OF MEMBERSHIP!

W VIP INVITATIONS to events
and special film praviews

W FREE year-long admission

W FREE or reduced edmission
to the IMAX® Dome Theatre
and Digital Dome Planetarium
(opening In October)

W FREE or reduced admission
1o other ASTC affillated

sclence centers worldwide.
And much more!

Michigan State Fairgrounds ¢ Saturday, August 18, 2001

1000000020800 000000000000000000000000C00000 000

The Cruice-a-Palooza Car Show
100 0E000000000000000060000000000006088800000000
8 USMA Event featuring DJ Rockin’ Ronnie B Collector Dash plaques
B Over 350 Trophies Awarded I Motor City Swap Meet B Cruise Woodward Anytime
M Auto Exhibits W 94,7 WCSX Broadcast Ml Kid's play area B Food, Family Fun & Lots More!
Adult Admission $3.00/Kids 12 & under FREE

. ATTTENTION CRUISERS!
.- Pre-Reglstration/Check-In Friday, August 1/tn * Spm to 8pm ¢ Over 70 Trophles Awarded Friday Night!

Y e L R T e R R

Advanced Registration 15 per Vehicle {$20 Day of Event)

@bsecver & Eceentric

CONTEST

Jekall abouct yruct

Cruise-a-Peloosa -
Sponsarship or Vendor Information: Jos Balll st 243-945-3737

roriacasas

|

]

_— :

313.577.8400 oxt. 434 Name: 1
Online M.ll:’b.nhlp Addrass; Phane: :
www.sclencedetroit.org . Sata Zp Code: :
t

f

Class: Amount Enciosed: |

1

Make Checks Payablato: ~ WCRX. i

\

1

]

]

]

Event information; Jennifer Wiliams st 243-045-3713 or Raiph Haney at 248-200-0342
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