The Observer & Eccentric/ TRURSDAY, JULY 12, 2001

Detro1t’ Blush sets pop rock to its own electro-beat:

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER
scasolaGoo.homecomm.not

. As each member of Blush strolls
into bassist Carey Gustafeon's Fer-
nﬂnlq apartment ~ which she

Emily. Autographed photos of
banda like Travis share space with
Weezer album covers, The telovi-
slon scroama promos for the
nowest season of The Real World
and all I can think is “four

- four unmistakable personalitics
converge. The band's nowest mem-
ber, drummer Carey Weaver,
shows up first sporting his shiny
new U2 concert T-shirt and o quiet
smile, Singer and keyboardist Amy
Anselm makes herself comfortable
on a green chair and guitarist
Phil Skarich pops in, fresh from
the Spacchog show in Detroit.
Around them, posters depicting
such ﬁlm icons a8 Edward Scis-
h and the
mst mingle with original artwork
by Gustafson's youngest sister,

set to play in a band and
ace what happens...”

But they aren’t strangers at all.
Anselm nnd Skarich played in a
band together prior to Blush and
are roommated. Both “Caroy’s”
grew up together in Clawson. Still
there is no mistaking each band-
mate’s distinct background in
musict
Phil

“When I wos three yoars old, |
uscd to listen to Bachmon Tumer
OQverdrive on my dad's stereo sys-
tem,” said Skarich, a Royal Ok

resident. He remombercd singing
along to Taking Care of Business
but ho thought the words were
“taking caro of biscuits,” “I still
love it to this doy.”

Skarich's father played guitar.
One day he picked up the instru-
ment and has nover put it down.
“It was cooler than trombone or
piano,” he said. “Chicks were a fac-
tor.” Skarich tosses out names liko
Koith Richards and Howlin' Wolf's
Hubert Sumlin as influences.

Carey

For Gustafson, making music all
started in fourth grade with one
piano man ~ Billy Jool. “My friend
and I got to sing It's Still Rock n’
Roil To Me on stage.” Tho rest of
her clnss swayed behind them,
wearing sunglasses, But sho

wouldn't take to playing bass until
yoars later. She began dating a
musician who always scemed to
have guitars lying around. “Guitar
seemod too acary,” she said. Bass
was it. Gustafson counts The Beat-
les, ELO and Jim Honson ameng
her musical favorites but easily
takes style and haircut cues from
Sting in his days with The Police.
Amy

Anselm startod playing piano
when she wes just b, and she
hated it. “I wasn't exposed to tho
stuff I was supposed to bo exposed
to, according to theso guys,” she
said flashing a playful smirk
across the room. Raised on classi-
cnl music, rathor than rock,
Ansclm didn't really love playing
music until mllngn, Oncu enrollod
at Michi; v, she
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started to play far herself. Gono
were the days of her harsh piano
teacher rapping her little knuckles
with a ruler. Anselm's first con-
cert? Lindn R it wheon sho

Weaver
Carey Weaver's story starts with
country music -~ “old country
music, none of
this  Garth
Brooks stuff,”
as he puta it.
*“I grew up in
a church
houscheld,”
said Weaver,
a sclf-taught
drummer who began playing at his
church, Rock n’ Roll wasn't part of
his musical past. That all changed
when ho heard U2'a New Year's
Day playing at a friend’s house. “I
listened to that tape over and
over,” ho said. Weaver still consid-
crs Stewart Copeland a “god” and
admita ho's a big fan of Pennsylva-
nia's rock foursome, Live,

He joined Blush just months
ago, and doesn't appear on the
soon-to-he released Qut Of My
Head, The CD was recorded
hnlweon Fobrunry and March at

,was 12, Todoy her musical tastes
swivel betwoen oxtremes, from
Tori Amos Lo Chopin,

il Studio with
Tony Hnmeru.

The songs sound onergized, that
mix of sweet pop and sheer rock
attitude you resist. Betweon songs,

At play:
Blush is
Carey
Gustafson,
d (eft), Phil
Skarich,
Amy
Anselm
and (not
in this
photo)
Carey
Weaver.

Will you skate wzth me?

Almost one year since the electro-pop quartet got its stort, Dotroit-
based Blush is ready to colcbrate the releaso of its first €D, Out Of My

Head, in unparalleled rotro fashion.

Pu]l your tuba socks up to your knees, dig the leg warmers out nl‘ynur
closet, Can anyone say “parachute punls?" Blush is throwing a skating

CD release party for Out Of My Head.

*Wo thought it would be cool to have it on the rink and it came to be,”
said Caroy Guatafson, bassist. “I wanted The Ambassador (in Clawson)
because 1'grow up there. I lived there. I used to wrap my roller-skates
around my head and ride my bike down there every weekend and skate.”

Blush plans to set up on the rink and perform, while fans and friends
skate up to and around them. W-Vibe will open the show. *I wanna get
every hipster in town on wheels and see what happens,” she added.

The iden has gotten people talking. It's n throwback to the days when
“Shoot Tho Duck” really moant somothing and getting the right boy or
girl to skate with you hand-in-hand could make or break your sacial life.
Drummer Carey Weaver said ho used to head to Ambassador Skating
Rink and he wore hia favorite hooded sweatshirt every time. “I had my

own skates,” ho shares proudly. “Scars skates.”

— By Stephanie A. Casola

Smithsonian African American Photography

Gustafson has 2 knack for banter-;
ing back and forth with fans.:

Anselm’s solt, breathy vocals lll‘l‘l-r
ply draw you in. Biush's songs.
start with Anselm and reveal 3,
parsonal side, Sho confesses that;
mlntlnnlhlpl often inspire her to-

Complotcd by the band in f\xII,
the rongs transform mto the cori+
lative beauty of Evol
the aching huncoly in Break Your
Fall and the lilting melodiea that
make the signature ballad Every
Now and Then, o crowd favorite’
already. La Deda sends Ansclm
walking down the street singing a
little song, her voleo ringing clear
through tho notes of Skarich's gui-,
tar, which itself sounds evokes’
imagos of falling rain. Blending.
the atmosphere of '80s synth-pop’
with medern clectronic loops and a:
dotectable adoration for rock:
music in traditional instrumenta.’
tion, Blush redefinea retro. At the.
same time comfortably familiar in.
song structure and engaging, this;
band deserves the attention ita;

garnered so far.
Yat, its only tho beginning for a
band called Blush.

Catch Blush in the act .

¥ Skato along with Blush and
W-Vibe, 10:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m.
Saturday, July 14, Ambassador
Skating Conter, 14 Mile in
Clawson, Admission $7 includes
skate rental, Call (248) 435-
8525,

W Sce Blush with The Nico
Device and DJ Aaron Warshaw,
9 p.m. Wedneeday, July 28,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $65. Cali
{313) 833-9700,

& And talk about reminiscing,
cateh Bluah opon for Night
Ranger and Survivor Thursday,
July 26 at the Royal Oak Music
‘Theatre in Royal Oak. Got your
tickets at the CD releaso party.

W For more, check the Web at,
www. blushgirls. homestead.
com/ blush. htmt

Make you ‘blush’; a quiz
1, Who is addicted to cable

ncce!s tolevision — in particus
Srogmmmmg that cludcs
ancing?

2. Who is most likely to wenr
non-matching socks in public? -;

3. Who can milk a goat? -

4. Which two members of
Blush dated back in seventh
grade? .

6. Who was once voted run-
ner-up in a Mr. Punyvcrso
contest?

Answers:

1. Guatafson; 2. Anselm; 3. Slumdl
4. Gustafsan and Weaver; 6. Weaver .

INSTITUTE OF ARTS

EFLECTIONS
#) I[N BLACK:

July 1 through September 2, 2001

A powerful exhibition of
African American photography
from 1842 through today,
featuring early daguerreotypes,
the Harlem Renaissance,

the civil rights era and
contemporary viewpoints,
FREE with museum admission,
Hours:

1 2am.-4pm. Wed. - Fri.

1t am.-5p.m. Sat. &Sun.
11.am.-9 p.m. First Friday of the month.
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