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LOWE’S /omposeis .

its own project after negotintions
to include their property with
the Grand/Sakwa development
fell through. Later, council mem-

bers chided Ratner for starting |

nﬂ' the meeting on n contentious

. Wilile council member Jon
Grant said the city would have
set up a similar meeting for
Lowd's il nsked, Ratner coun-
tered, “We would not have
involved lhu city in a competitive
situntion.”

City attorney John Donohue
asked whether Ratner was
uccuslng the city of interfering
with Lowe’s develnpment; Rat-
ner replied, “I don't know.” Bates
then sternly recommended he
get on with his presentation,

The plan

Evan Vaelomink, representing
Lowe's, said his P s in

Depot, he said of the company’s
nearly 700 locations, 166 are
located within three-quarters of
a mile from a Home Dapot.
“There is a real opportunity
and e real case for tence,”

ho said. “Ench serves a real

niche.”

Vaelomink said the project
would offer several public bene-
fits, including drainage improve-
ments and the potential for a
connector rond between North-
western and Orchard Lake, with
improvements to Ludden. High-
view residents would also have
improved access to major thor-
oughfares through a frontage
road on the site, -

. He said while initial plans

- «¢alled for a northern orientation,

Lotve's was willing to turn the
building around to face cnst, so
that it would “embrace” the

the midst of a booin, opening an
average of two stores per week.
While he acknowledged their
biggest competitor is Home

Grand project. The com-
pany waa also willing to dupli-
cate materials designated for
buildings in the shopping center.

# ‘Is it too much trouble for you guys to stop It
now, goet together and come back with a cohesive
plan? Be real team players here.'

Vicki Barnett
Hills City Council member

All storm water detontion
would be done underground,
with over-sized drainnge pipes,
which wauld help preservo open
spaco, Lowe's would also dove-
tail its cfforts with traffic stud-
ics done as part of the
Grand/Sakwa project.

Following the Lowe's presen-
tatien, councilwoman Vicki Bar.
nett made an impassioned plea
for the company to reorient the
property so that it would flow
into the shopping center.

“What we want is one, mixed
use, cohesive project,” she said.
“Is it too much trouble for you
guys to stop it now, get together
and come back with a coheaive

r-—----

i .FREE
"I HANGING -

a $15.00
Value

77

15 0FF
. HANGING

| BASKET oz BASKET qz'rLowans:

Priced
over #15.00 -

1 With the purchase of $50.00 or more when buying msés. shrubs or - |
perennials.» Limit 1 per customer. With this coupon ¢ Expires 7-31

--—m——————————-——-——--’

SHRUBS

No coupon needed * Fresh, new stock » Thousands to choose frdm i

3! B34 Mile F R o N, s
,g z 'g 13 Mila
5 g ~| Sum Raln or Cold...60,000 sq. ft. of Enclosed Greenhouse!
a3 M mrenl | 26950 Haggerty Road ¢« Farmington Hills
Qcang|rivar During the bridge raconstruction at 1-96, you can reach Us by going
B 10 Mitn S. on Haggerty from 12 Mile or W. on HﬂlsTucMmm Halstead*
a 248-553-7141
Open 7 Days ¢ 8 aum. « 9 pan. (May thru August)

Liossarn

plan? Be roal team players here.
Turn this center around.”

Vaelomink said Lowe’s was
more thon willing to work with
Grand/Sakwa; however, Gary
Sakwa said he had already been
raebuffed a number of times in
his efforts to work with the com-
pony. He called the Lowa's pro-
posal “a terrible joke.”

“If it could have been done, it -

would have been done,” he said.
“I'm not stopping my project.”

Stumbling blocks

Parking proved to be a stum.
bling block, with officials con-
fused over several different esti-
mations of the required number
of spaces. While the proposal
came up short all around,
Vaelomink explained the plan-
ning commission had asked for

cow from page A2

parking spaces to be “banked,”
leaving green spaces that could
be converted for parking whon
the need aroso,

But the killer for councilman
Jorry Ellis came after he looked
at o map of the area bounded by
Orchard Lnke, 14 Mile and
Northweatern, It showed Kmart
to the west, Lowe's to the north
and Grand/Sakwa to the east
would essentially isolate a small
group of homeowners whose
properties were on Highview.

“I have cight homcowneors out
there I will not strand,” ho said
prior to his vote against the pro-
Jjeet. “I will not Jeave these peo-
ple there,”

Ellis also didn't sce any real
public benefit and eaid the pro-
ject didn’t moot tho require-
ments of the PUD ordinance. He
added, “You're a good company,
a solid company. I own stock in
you. But this plan doesn't reflect
any innovation. 1 urge you to
come back, but I urge you to try
to work with these people. I do
want to see you in this commu-
nity.”

Councilman Barry Brickner

first euggeswd tabling the plnn
until Lowe's had a chance to
regroup, but his motion failed
on a 5-2 vote. Barnett then
made the motion to deny thg
epplicatiqp, which passed unum
imously.

While there was no guumnwg
Grand/Sakwa would buy out the
.eight homes and procoed with
Phase 11 of that project, council:
man Chris McRao said that
approving Lowe's would closo
that door altogether. Gary
Sakwa said he would definitely
not prncend with that phase if
Lowe's was approved.

“Tho only guarantee lmvc is
I can leave the door open;”
McRae said. “This is way too
much building on way too little
land, That's what it comes down
to for me.”

Vaelomink seid denial of the
PUD would only hinder the
negotiation process with
Grand/Sakwan. Apprnvnk he
said, would put both parties on
nqunl footing.

*If they aren’t on equal foot-
ing, in business, that means end
of atory,” ho said.

the scene at about 1 p.m., they
discovered a cow tied to a rope
with blood coming out of its
mouth, said Chuck Ncbus, assie-
tant polico chief,

A 38-year-old Farmington
Hills man had apparently
bought the animal, in Romulus
and brought it home in his van
intending to slaughter it. He was
cited for animal cruelty and ille-
gally transporting an animal. He
has to appear in 47th District
Court on or before Monday, July

Under city ordinance, both
offenses are misdemennors and
punishable by a $500 fine and or
90 days in jail.

“We are alleging cruelty based
on the fact that it was only a 4
foot by 5-foot area the cow was
transported in,” Nebus said. The
man also had a lecse metal lnd-
der, sharp metal tools and metal
buckets in the van. o

The c¢ow had apparently
eacaped when the man tried to
remove it from the van, which
prompted some loca! residents to

call police when they Baw it lnoso
in the neighborhood

The cow whs taken in by Lhc
Oakland County Sheriff's
Depnrtmunt Qmmnl control divi-
sion.

Sgt. Jerry MeNair of Ouakland
County Animal Control said
Wedneaday morning that the
cow was being housed at a pri-
vately owned Oakland County
farm. Oakland County contracts
with private farm owners in
cascs like thess.

*“We don't have the facilitics to
house livestock,” McNair said.

MeNair said'they were await.
ing resulta of o veterinary exam-
ination of the animal, which may
have been injured when it
escaped, The cow could also have
n broken Iez. hc added.

The cow’s noxt destination
dopends upon the results of the
veterthary examination.

Nebus said pglice beliove the
cow bled from the mouth as a
result of hitting its head on the
ground: while it tried to escape,
not as a result of being jostled in

the van, .

*This case may seem unusual,
but about 20 years ago, it wasn't
unusual for officers to respond to
such cases, Nebus said. '

“Occasionally there'd be times
a cow carcass would be found (in
a residentinl area) but we
haven't had any problems with it
in recont times,” he said.

“It's boen a bad weck for
cows,” Nebus snid, referring to'n
recent incident at Farmington's
Silver Dairy, where the trade-
mark cow’s legs were cut off,

Leo Blizman, zoning division
supervisor. with the city’s plan-
ning and community develop:
ment department, said livestock
is not allowed in residential
areas,

“Animals like that have to be
on a farm, and farms, by our def-
inition, aro 10 acres or moro,”
Blizman said. '

Likewise, buildings that hnum .
livestock cannot be within 200
feet of a property line,

Clean out the Basement, Search the Atticl We Buy Sports Collectibles 1869-1969

MB MINT IS GOMII\IG'I'O DEI'IIﬂI'I'

It’s 9:31 am on Wall Street.

Mr, Mint, tho country's #1 buyer of vintage sports cards and rolated memorabilia, will appear at tho Taylor
Sports Card Show carrying his iamous briefcase conisining $100,000 to buy all your spora colloctiblosl He's look-
Ina to purchase all aports cards, product, balls, olc.

A recognizod oxpert in the flold, he has authorod several books on sports collocting. Alan has appeared numerous times
on Good Moming America, Tho Today Show and has beon featurad in over 200 newspaper and magazine anicles.

Don't misa your chance to 30ll your colloctibles to tho dealer who pays on tho spot and In CASHI
FRIDAY, JULY 13TH; 12 NOON TO 5PM
SATURDAY, JULY 14TH; 10AM TO 8PM
SUNDAY, JULY 15TH; 10AM TO 3PM

STOP BY, OR CALL 201-307-0700 FOR APPOINTMENTI
IF YOU WISH, WE'LL COME TO YOUR HOME|
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| Do yoit know wh our bank is?

enjoy superior service' from one of
Oskiand County's last locally- owned
community banks, built widloul mergers
or acquisitions,

With four convenient locations and ova'
35 years in the business, wueeommtled
10 serving our c\umnm, not Wall Street.
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A lm of businesses got a new bank
recently. - Unfortunately, many of those
businesses didn't get to choose their new
banking partner, And now they're fecling &
fittle concerned.

Metrobank customers have never had to
deal with mesger headaches, Our customers

Metrobank
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Measber FIC ’ www.metrobanker.com , Fax (248) 815-0547 -
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