Local shows offer
alternative to
maddening crowd

ranted, with more than 1,000

artists displaying paintings,

drawings and sculpture for over
half-a-million vigitors, the Ann Arbor
Art Faira can be overwhelming,

Every year I make sure I'm there
first thing Wednesday morning so
that I can take my time looking at the
work and talking to the artists.

There has to be a better way to look
for a piece of art for your home or
office. A couple of local arta groups
think they have the answer.

Art on the Grand in downtown
Formington, and an exhibit by the
Village Artists Studio at the Ply-
mouth Coffee Bean, are alternatives
x’r {;ghting the massive crowds in Ann

or.

Art on the Grand

Nancy Coumoundouros suggests
you take your time browsing and
shopping for that new plece of art in
Memoriat Park Thursday-Saturday,
July 19 21, More than 50 artists,

of the Fi
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from jewelry l‘ho
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first year. We
found unusual
glasa work, We
have a wide vari-
ety. That's onc of
the most exciting
things ~ African
portraiture (by Marinn Howard of
New Jersey), Hmong needlepoint
clothing (May and Chue Yang of
North Carolina), work with interna.
tional flair, a good fit for o multicul-
tural community.”

Coumoundouros stresses Art on the
Grand spotlights only fine art. If
you're looking for crafts you'll fi nd
plenty of home nccent pieces ranging
from whimsical to country in a scpa-
rate arca of the Founders Festival.

“I'm excited because it's the first
time for a fine arts clement in the
Founders Festival, a traditional
event,” said Coumoundouros. “It start-
ed out as a little gem of a festival, and
wa ended up with more applications
than we could use, and we had to
close Oakland Street to accommodate
additional artists.”

Involving people
Besides browsing, Art on the Grand
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Victorlan still Ilfe‘ Lluoma
artist Pam Grossmann
makes the viewer long for
the ﬁ-zlls and lace of bygone
daya in this painting, one of
more than 50, in a Village
Artists Studio exhibit open-
ing on Friday.
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ould tho Ann ArborAtz Fairs be

shrinking? It may seem that

way, and in fact, the Summer
Art Fair is eliminating 70 booths. But
visitors probably won't notice there are
a few less pnintings, ceramics, pho-
tographs and sculptures because 1,000
artists are still showing their wares in
the three fairs.

‘What fair-goers will appreciate is not
being caught in a throng of people with
no way to go but forward,

Aisleways placed every fow booths
allow visitors to onter and exit the
main traffic at their choosing thereby
making it easier to mancuver their
way through the Ann Arbor Street,
State Street and Summer art fajrs.

“I think it'a going to ense the crowd-
ing nnd be compliant thh ﬁm safoty

ions, safd John Y¢ direc-
tor of the Summer Art Fair run by
Michigan Guild for Artists and Arti-
sans, “Big isn't always better. We
thought about how could we improve
our existing space and create a more
open feel.”

Now in ita 31st year, the SnmmerArt
Fair, even though d d, exhibits a

e

Organizers roll'

Ann. Arbo; Art Falrs

What: More than 1,000 artists exhibit
thelr work in Lhe sireets of Ann Arbor, Con-
Unuous entertslnment, childron's art activ-
Ities, For Information, call (! 8889487
or vhll the Wab :Ito 8t www.annarbor.org
to B p.m. Wednesday-Fri-
day. Jw 1&30 and 10 a.m. 10 8 p.m, Sate

'l’unlportltlon: Falrgoars are encour-
2ged 1o park at Briarwood Mall (off +94 at
Slate St,) or Plonesr High School (Maln
2nd Stedlum) and take the shuttie bus.
The fare is $2 for age eight and older ($1
each way). Trolley rides botweon the fairs
cost 50 cents, Shuttie buses and trotleys
run 8 8.m. to 10 p.m, Wednesday-fdey,
and untll 7 p.m. Saturday. For Information,
call (734) 896-0400 or visit the Web site
at www.theride.org

since 1971, to paint up o storm at the
corner of Main and Liberty, and Patri-
cin Bombach, a longtime teachers aide
for Livonia Public Schools, to create
pastel portraita of children and pets in
booth C1586.

Returning favorites
anomc elementa such as the Artists
ot Liberty between Main and

variety of media by 478 artists, 100 of
them new. Look for Plymouth artist
Tom LeGault, a mainstay of the fair

BY PAUL BEAUDRY
AFY WRITER
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Let mo start by saying that if you'ro
already dead-set on going to Ann
Arbor's Art Fairs, this missive won't
change your mind.

If you're wavering, if you're not sure,
if you're undecided, lot mo mako this
plea on behalf of thousands of my fel-
low Ann Arborites - stay home. Don't
come. You wouldn't like it.

Trust me.

Now before you look down the end of
your reading glasses, put down tho
double-mocha cappuccine or cup of Earl
Grey, turn to your maid and i

Fourth are returning with demonsatra-
tions ranging from icon painting to
clay. The Imagina-

One man show: Tom LeGault always draws « crowd as he paints
landscapes like this one on the corner of Main and leerty

u.k. Neanderthal? What does he know
abbut art?” you need to realizo, I know
more t}mn you think.

1 grew up going to thia art fair - and

onea like it in Charlevoix, Grosse
Pointe, Detroit, Buffalo, Rochester,
Kalamazoo, Midland, East Lansing,
and wherever elso my dad would take
us every summer.

Brat

I am an art fair brat. I grew up on

tha circuit, going to different fairs with
my father who supplemented our fami-
ly’s income with his knack for taking
old prlnicr’l type and assembling it

1y eniff = *Can you believe the gall of

Keely Kaleski-Wygonik, Editor 734-953.2105
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tion Station at
Liberty and Fifth
allowa children
and adults to cre-
ate their own art.

Thero's plenty of
cntertainment -
everything from
jazz to Jonathan
Parks, a comedic
Jjuggler, and swing
music by the John-
stown Cats.
Yanchula's only
request is that vis-
itors “please leave
the strollers and
pots at home” in
order to make itn
more pleasant

for evaryone.

Shary Brown is
working to do just
that. In addition to
rearranging
boaths, the Ann
Arbor Strect Art
Fair director is
looking to the
future - 2003 to be
exact. That's the
year the fair
moves to a new
site. In the mean-

Purtmlt artlst: Patricia Bombach uses pastel to

time, the Artful

Kid Zone will con-  capture the personalities of children and pets.
tinue to entertain - She can be found in booth C156 on State Street
children with art

at the Summer Art Fair.

projects and pcrform-
ers like
puppeteer/magician
Chris Clark. Two of
the most popular visi-
tor attractions are also
returning - Create a
Difference! and
demonstrations by
wood artists.

Create a Difference!
alows artista of all
abilities to create
murals using Art
Rollera attached ton
wheelchair. Presented

(ko

District and VSA Arta
of Michigan, the edu-
cationnl activity
demystifies the whole
subject of disability

Please Soo Fm ca

Street scenes: Richard Cullmg creatcs
cityscapes of places such as Restaurant
Blgue in Strasbourg, Austria. See them all
in"booth A131 at the Ann Arbor Street Art

Fair:

It's hard to see the chattel through the cattle

case. In fact, one of them hung in the
lobby here at the Observer Newspapers
in Livonia for years.

I also know the correct term for the
three art faira that make up | this mess
is “Tho Ann Arbor Art Fairs.”

Arborites also refer to it as "Art Fair” or
*that stupid mess.”

Soin the parlance of my profession —
*1 got game.”

Outsiders

But this isn't about the art, OK,
maybe a little bit, it's about all the
gawking outsiders who come into town




