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New to the Hills, Antonio’s offers ‘real’ Italian food, atmosphere

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI
SPECIAL WRITER

Everything at Antonio’s Cuci-
na Italiana is real Italian, from
the cherub water fountain in the
foyer, to mama Rita making the
pastas and papa Antonio behind
the soup ladle.

It was the Rugiero family’s
dedication to nuthentic Italinn
recipes that impressed first-time
visitors Robert and Betty Brzes-
nink of Novi on a recent Tuesday
evening. The Farmington Hills
restaurant on 12 Mile'and Halst-
ed opened April 30.

“We noticed an ad in our
church paper (Qur Lady of Sor-
rows in Farmington), and 1
always wanted to go to a nice
Italinn restaurant, and I thought
I'd try it," said Robert, “It'a real-
1y Italian for a change. They
have items that you don't find in
other Italinn restaurants.”

ey liked seeing venl ossobu-
co alle verdure, a venl dish
served with bles in its own

with his three brothers, Patrick,
Marco and Roberto; mother, Rita
and father, Antonio,

“You can’t take the kids to a
family restaurant if you're going
to drop $30 a head. A family
restourant has to be a place you
con bring the family.”

Family is central to the suc-
cess of the restaurant empire, of
sorts, that Antonio Rugiero
started to build in 1964. He emi-
grated from his home town of
Calabria in Italy and lived in the
south end of Dearborn.

His life would never be the
same alter having dinner with
his uncle at Joo's Pizzeria on Dix
and Vernor. Antonio learned
that the restaurant was for sale.
‘That cvening he and the owner
wrote up a purchase agrecment
on a paper place mat. A hand
shake replaced lawyers and
paper trails, Antonio’s uncle lent
him $2,000 and the transaction
was complete,

Business waa slow in the

sauce; gnocchi, tiny potato
dumplings in a rich ment sauce
and polenta, corn meal topped
with Italian sausage and meat
savce on the menu. Will they
come ngain?

“Absolutely,” Robert said, “The
prices arc reasonnble for what
you get.”

“QOur reputation has always
been that our prices are conser-
vative,” snid Antonio Rugiero
Jr., who owns the restaurant
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ing, Antonio Jr. said. His
father would take an order,
make the pizza, close the shop,
deliver the pizza and rcturn not
having to worry that he missed
too many orders. After some ren-
ovations, however, he changed
the name of the eatery to Roman
Village, which Antonio Jr. said,
is the oldest restaurant owned
by tho same prbprictor in the
city of Dearborn. "
But, it wasn't until his mother
came into the picture that the

restaurant began to earn its stel-
lar reputation,

“My mamma, she’s the chef,”
Antonio Jr, said. “Back home in
Italy my mother’s aunt used to
be the head chef in the Umbrin
regian and was well known. (His
great aunt) used to cook back
then in thoe '30a and "40s for roy-
alty and she used to teach.”

Ritn, who was from Perugis,
Italy, would help her aunt and,
at the same time, gain invalu-
able experience. Rita met Anto-
nio when she visited hie restau-
rant and he mentioned to her
brothers that he needed help in
the kitchen,

Rita already had a job cooking
and cleaning for the nuns at
Holy Redeemer Church in
Detroit, but she took on the sec-
ond job. The couple feli in love
and they married,

“My mother cooked for her
own wedding and they had the
reception at the restaurant,”
Antonio Jr., said.

That dedication to the family
business spilled over to the cou-
ple's dons,

“I started working at the
restaurant the minute I could
reach the counter top,” Antonio
Jr. said. .

‘There’s not enough mom-and-
pop operations, like Antonio's,
anymore, he added.

“Everything is a franchise and
corporate. The owners aren’t
around. We do everything the
old-fashioned way. It's made
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WE'RE AMERICA’S
LARGEST AIR DUCT

Save Over 50%
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Main Duct plus 2 Vents

Additional vents only $10 each reg.$20‘

IMPROVES THE AIR GUALITY IN YOUR HOME!

« Relieves symptoms of allergies, asthma and respiratory ailments.
+ Removes dirt, dust, animal dander and pollen.
« Reduces air conditioning/heating costs through increased efficiency.
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B vent minismunt, Accers panel fre oy apply Reewns poived separarely. A eeved charge may apply. Ask about owr Decontamination Process.

Electrastatic Geers and Sanicising available.

Call Monday - Saturday, 8 AM to 6 PM
734-263-0300 or 1-800-STEAMUSA (1-800-783-2687)
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Call today and see how we can help you!
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One success story...

“I was unable to participate in
activities I enjoyed due to my obesity.
I had no quality of life. [ wanted to
live!l I chose Crittenton Weight
Management because, being a full-
time, professionally run clinic, they
would be able to ielp me achieve my
goals - which they did. People’s
attitude toward me has improved
tremendously. My confidence level
has improved greatly, both
professionally and socially.”

- Ken Sprung

248-652-5626
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IOSPITAL IN ROCHIST

Quality Care.Close To Home
www.crittenton.com

from seratch and made to order.”

The restaurant has its trade-
mark glass-encased Pasta Facto-
ry in the restaurant foyer allow-
ing customers to watch Rita

mends rescrvations for parties of
cight or more. The restavrant is
open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday-
Thursday; 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fri-
doy; 4-11 p.m. Saturday, 1-9

p.m. Sundny. Peruse the menu
at twoe Web sites: www.
romanvillage. cc and www. ante-
nioa. cc Or, call {248)994-4000
for more information.

Rugiero or another
cook make the pasta
daily - usunlly dur-
ing the afternoon.
‘The Pasta Factory
can be seen at the
family’s other restau-
rants: the Roman
Village on Dix and
Axntonio’s Cucina
Italiana on Ford in
Dearborn Heights.
Antonio also tries to
hire Italian speakers
for his wait staff,
because it helps with
taking orders from
the Italinn-born cus-
tomers,

“I always say you ¢
can judge a good Ital-
ian restaurant by the 23 .
size of the Italinn E b - L AR o
clientele,” Rugiero BTAFF PLIOTO BY BULL DRISLIR
said, *We have a  Time for a cappuceino: Antonio Jr. makes a cappuccino at the
{‘t“‘l‘?’ °“°"l‘°'° of brass and stainless steel espresso machine. Mama Rita laughs

alinn people come 1. Roberto (at right) says that he was the one who taught his

out.” LS
Antonio's recom- brother how to make it right.

Medicare Blue Public Notice

Baginning August 15, 2001, Blue Care Network of Michigan will not enroll new
members into Medicare Blue, a Medicare + Choice HMO plan. Individuals who
become newly eligible for Medicare coverage after August 15, 2001 and
Individuals with special circumstances (as defined by the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services—the agency formerly known as the Health Care Financ-
ing Administration) may not be subject to this restriction and can enroll through
the normal enroliment process. Current members of Medicare Blue are not
effected by this change.

If you have any questions please contact the Medicare Blue Customer Service
desk at 1-888-333-3127 (1-800-257-9980 TTY for the hearing impaired).
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* You've always known she was
- headed for Lawrence Tech...
Who thought it would be in
11th grade?

o Earn callege credits in high schools

o Career prepasation fully tuned to the real world:

o Strong academic programs honed with the talents of practitioners in the
field;

o Projects that engage students direcely with busioess and industry:

«  Faculty current with professional practice i the areas they teach;

o Small classes that promote strong stadent interaction and ream burlding
skillsg

» A unigue acadenicand expenentaal “min” that gives students 4 real warld
advantage
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Dearborn Hyatt (734) -

(734) 816-7134 UNITED TEMPERATURE

No Strollers, please. 8919 MIDDLEBELT * LIVONIA

. Top of the Line
Painting & Drywall, Inc.

and Sutton Construction

Commetcial and Residential
Spring is just around the corner, are you
thinking about sprucing up your home?
» Think Top of the Line!

: We Specialize in:
P «Interior & Extenor Painting
P« Drywall hanging & tinishing
P+ Alitypes of plaster work |
P+ Alltypes of carpentry 3§
P »Basement finishing
» + Additions
* Bathroom remodeling
+ Kitchen remodeling
We use Cromwell
Benjamin Moore I g
Paints -

Call NOW for FREE ’I'lMAS '
248-788-6177
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