Ihave long suspected that the beat way to fig-

ure out what's really important in life is to look

fully at the b ior of our legislative mas-
tera in Lansing, Last week’s news comes as con-
firmation of the principle,

1 X dj d for their t th
summer vacation. (Twe months! Yup. Our law-
makers don't go back to work until mid-Septem-
ber.) Before they left Lansing, the legislnturc;

" & Passed —
right on time! -
redistrieting
plans for districts
for the U.S.
Housoe of Repre.
sentatives and
both the state
House and Sen-
ate.
Ambitious law-
makers can now
start making
timely plana for
their 2002 eam-
paigns.

W Failed to
pass a budget for
higher education,
The fiscal yenr for Michigan scheols and most col-
leges starts on July 1, the normal target date to
decide how much money they will receive, But
this year administrators will just have to twiddle
their thumbs until the Legislature takes its own
;\\ilﬂet time to work out n spending plan later this

all,

M Failed to pass a budget for K-12 schools, This
is scrious, too, because kids will be back in the
classroom before the legislature recenvenes.
Morcover, with tax revenues weak from a down
economy, the state's promised foundation grant of
$6,G00 per pupil is at risk if the governor is the
one who has to do the cutting. Lawmakers can
save it, if only they pass a budget. So, for the first
part of their fiscal year, school districts will be
flying blind about how much thoy can spend.

M Failed to pass legislation defining what con-
stitutes a “fniling schoo)” nnd cstablishing appro-
priate responses. Mike Malott, director of the
statewide news service that serves this newspa-
per, thinks this is the most important initiative
now before the legislature, The senate passed the
package earlier this year, but the house has yet
to start work on it. Anather school year will have
started before lawmakers deal with the question
of what to do about our worst-performing schools.

B Failed to pass legislation on improving water
quality by providing more money to fix up leaky
rewer systema, Lawmakera s the year
trumpeting about this critical issue requiring fast
action. Not now,

L
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State business halts while
pols take care of their future

A couple of other big issucs fell off the table in
the rush to adjourn, but I'm sure you get the
basic idea. "

Certainly, we've all learned to admire the basic
axiom of political life in the logislature: What's
mine i8 minc and what's yours (or the public's) is
negotinble,

When it comes to serious mattera like the
b daries of legislative and congresaional dis-
tricts that directly afTect the political future of
the political clnss, you can absolutely count on
detailed and timely work by the legial But

1 am not a dog person.

Even when I had a dog, I was not a dog person.
1 was a person who, cajoled by my children, hap-
pened to have a dog.

So what am I doing at 8:30 on a Sunday morn-
ing on the soccer field at North Farmington High
School at o make-shift dog park?

I was invited by Jane Raitt, a West Bl

{FA11

Temporary dog park meets
non-dog person’s standard

er’s nerves, They are quickly intercepted as are
dog messes.

On the rare occasion when someone brings an
aggreasive dog, I'm told, they are asked to leave
and to come back when the animal has more

3. o

Various owners give me various reasons for

dog owner who is spokeswoman for Parks for
Urban Pupa (PUPS Inc.), a group that appears to
be full, ding that

when it comes to relatively trivial matters like
spending plans for achools and colleges for our
kids and pure water for our state, there's plenty
of time to wait, After all, the state’s fiscal year
docen't begin until Oct. 1, 5o it’s just their tough
luck that the folks running schools and colleges
have to begin their year without a firm budget

. from the state.

Of course, there'a a lot of finger-pointing going
on, S are harr hing that i i d
members of the newly term-limited House have
no idea how to construct a budget when times are
tough. And house members are grumbling that
certain senior members of the senate — Dan
DeGrow, who has a lot to say about school finane-
ing, is the main target — londed up the budget bill
with pork.

That's mostly spin. The fact is that lawmakers
got distracted for much of this year by redistrict-

hip to cre-
ate a dog park.

1 wanted to experience what this trend, afoot
both locally and nationally, was all about. Six
yeara ago, the nation had 20 dog parks, according
to a story in the
June 28th issue
of USA Today.
‘The count is now
over 500,

I'm told that
dog owners have
been getting
together at this
school site for a
couple of years.
It’s interesting
that it's located
in Farmington
Hills, since that

ing, a close competitor to money in the hi y
of things that define political auccess. Republi-
cans got tangled up in intramural fights between
house members wanting to run for tho senate,
while Democrats have nlready sued in U.S. Dis-
trict Court about Gerrymandered districts,

As things stand now, the legislature is the body
that makes decisions about redistricting. And
when confronted with that issue, lawmakers
scetn to have trouble concentrating on anything
olse,

Mike Malott thinks that for the legislature to
makoe redistricting decisions is an intrinsic con-
flict of interest. He's got a point. Certainly the
business of the state ought not come to a grinding
halt while the pols take care of their political
futures.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Ine., the company that
awns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext, 1880, or by e-mail at ppower®
homecomm.net

city has been
e more reluctant
- than neighboring
Judith Doner Bame West Bloomfield
on the dog park

issue.

The field is fenced but has gaps that an early-
bird dog owner has filled in with bright orange
plastic temporary barriers. Owners (20 or o)
gather in clumps to talk and keep an eye on their
dogs (30 or s0), who, for the most part, are off and
running. Severnl have two dogs, like Sid and
Ingrid Grossberg who introduce me to Garth (*he
doesn't leave our side™) and Maxie, their Por-
tuguese water dogs.

Although the PUPS, Inc. dog park proposal
numbers a dozen pages, the most immediate rules
for the here and now are no fighting (for the dogs)
and clean up messes (for the people). Dogs in heat
aren't allowed. Neither are children without a
parent,

It's very interesting to watch the social interac-
tion of dogs,” says Pat Solomon, a West Bloom-
ficld resident, who like everyone else carries a
ready supply of plastic bags. “See no one’s fight-
ing. Everyonc's just happy.”

The group polices jtself. A couple of barking
instances belie that some dog is getting on anoth-

their and desire for permanent dog
parks in their hometowns.

“We've met really nice people,” Ingrid says. .

“On a purely selfish basis, the dogs are tired for -
the rest of the day,” Sid adds. “They get so excited ©
when I tell them, ‘It's Sunday morning and we're
going to puppy playgroup.'”

“My dog (Forester, a Great Pyraneea) comes :
every Sunday with either me or my husband,”
says Susan Greenbaum, a n Hilla
mother of four pre-schoolers including recent
twins. “Some people play baseball or mahjong
every week, This is what we do.”

*She needa the exercise,” says Julic Levin of her
new puppy, Stella, “She'd destroy my (Farming-
ton Hills) house. It helped her learn how to get
along with other dogs. When there's a new dog,
they aurround her (or him). She was afraid. Now
she's fine with it.”

“You can't take a dog even on leash in any
Farmington Hills park,” Jess Elson tells me,
introducing me to Josh and Jake. "I've got n peti-
tion that we're signing for Farmington Hills."

Several neW people show up this day, One is
Julie Nickerson of Farmington with her grey-
hounds, Jake and Otis, “We don’t have a big yard
80 thia ia great,” Nickerson says,

By 8:30 a.m., almost all the doga and owners
are gone, The temporary barriers are being
removed and some owners will continue the
camaraderie over coffee.

About 40 million families in the United States
have dogs - up from 35 million a decade ago,
according to the American Pet Products Manufac-

.turers Association. Oakland County has 57,000
“doga that are licensed, and, no one knows how
many that aren’t.

Even so, o dog park is clearly an amenity, not a
necessity, If a community can come up with an
area that doesn’t infringe on non-dog people, cun
figure a way to finance it, and can ensure the
responsibility of dog owners, it's worth consider-
ing.

As a non-dog person, I can testify that it's kind
of nice having a park that's going to the dogs.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield resident,
is a former managing editor of The Eccentric :
Newspapers, You can comment by calling (734)
953-2047, in a traditional letter to the editor, or c-

mailing jberne@att.net
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A Master's
Degree...By Ghoice,
Not Necessity...Just
FOR YOU!

OF THE
YEAR!

Consumers
Digest

rated
I 10’;%’25’2;'.” Best Buy!
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Call for your 4

You took the classes you had to take to earn your
Bachelor's degree and start you on your career. Now you
have reached the point at which you can take the classes
you want to take, for the joy of learning, for the
excitement of intellectual discovery. That's another kind
of educational experience, and that's the point of the
Master of Arts in Liberal Studics degree program offered
at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.

Make no mistake, it will be challenging, but our current
students say that it is also a thoroughly enriching and

di peri The interdisciplinary courses wil
develop your critical skills and intell )]
flexibility, and you will become more knowledgeable about
yourselfl as well. The program offers focused tracks as well
as the opportunity to develop your own individualized
track, and most courses are offered during the evening to

Ante those with busy schedul

From U of M-Dearborn
A Master of Arts in Liberal Studies

Fall term classes start September 5th. For general
information and an application portfolio, please call
(313) 593-1183, visit our website on the
internct at wwwumd.umich.edv/univ/grad or send an
mail to umdgrad@umd.umich.edu. We are conveniently
located at 4901 Evergreen Rd., Dearborn, MI. 48128-1491.

For further
information or
application materials
call (31315931183
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