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It'a no real
secret ~ I'm o
cat person.
Dogs? Dogs are
fine. But I pre-
fer to share my
spuce with o 20-
pound, 12-ycar-
old black-and-
orange feline
nomed Nikki.
She’s awfully
cuddly (most of
the time) and has this amazing
ability to sit almost upright on a
couch. I've never seen anything
quito like it

What on Earth does this have
to lo with music? Stay with me,

You can imagine my surprise
while shuffling through CDs in
my-car one day when I uncov-
ered a photograph of Miles.
Miles {a an oversized cat belong-
ing to Bret Tobias, singor of
Philndelphia’s best kept pop
secret, Tho Bigger Lovers. He
appenrs on the inside cover of
the band's debut, How I Learned
to Stap Worrying, sitting upright
on a couch. Being the largest of
Tobias' pots, Miles is often
referred to as “the bigger lover,”
Are you catching on yet?

“People scem to like tho eat,”
admitted drummer Patrick Berk-
ery. “He haa people now.” It all
started with a feline.

But it only takes one good lis-
ten to How I Learned to Stop
Worrying, to get you hooked. The
instant those Beach Boys har-
monies and The Who-style gui-
tar riffs hit your ear drums you
waon't be able to resist it. I could-
n't,

So I wasn't about to pnass up
talk with the band’s newest
member, Berkery, who waa busy
in Philadelphia, anticipating a
first visit to the Motor City.

STEPHANIE
A. CASOLA

["‘IA‘hé.]éi'ggef Lovers l;re

A music fan since age 4, he
remembers when his relatives
waould buy him toy drums and
guitars. By Christmastime, age
8, littlo Patrick unwrapped his
first real drum kit and a musi-
cian emerged. I really wasn't so
good at baseball,” is his only
explanation.

His aunt exposcd him to the
sweet sounds of The Beatles. His
sister loved Prince and The
Police. Music was unavoidable.
“I was coming of age when MTV
just started to happen.”

When he’s not playing music,
Berkery is writing about other
people who play music - as o
Jjournalist frequently gracing the
pages of Magnet and Philadel-
phia Weekly. “It's the only other
thing I'can do.”

I'm with the band

When fellow Bigger Lovers
Bret Tobios, Scott Jefferson and
Ed Hogarty roped Berkery in to
play drums, around the fall of
1999, it looked as though they
were on a rond to rock stardem.
Just about to make a first
record, The Bigger Lovers got
picked up by a major label.
“When I came to be in the band
we hod a done deal with Inter-
scope,” said Berkery. “When the
merger went down with Univer-
sal, we got the heave-ho.”

But the band, and Berkery,
stuck it out. “They arc probably
the best songwriters I've ever
worked with,” he says of Tobias
and Jefferson. “It was always
important to me to be able to
pull it off live.”

It took some time to work out
the kinks on stage, but the band
discovered they had more to
warry about, How I Learned To
Stop Worrying almost never saw
the light of day.

"Madamgz Xis a MASTERPIECE"

Richard Mars, Deasborn Press and Guide

The Bigger Lovers recorded it
nearly two years ago for Mood
Food Records (home to bands
like Whiskeytown). Completed
with producer Daniel Presley
{The Breeders, Imperial Teens)
by February 2000, the record
had an initial release date of
March 2000, March turned to

April and April to August. The

label then lost its distribution,
but still owned the rights to this
record.

The band was forced to buy
back the own record and shopped
it around until they found a
label willing and able to release
it. Enter Black Dog Records
(Marah, Continental Drifters), a
small outfit based in Mississippi.

In March 2001 the lang wait
was over. “It was just a matter of
being patient,” said Berkery.

Radio airplay in Philadelphia
has helped bolster a following.
Favorable write-upa in newspa-
pers and magazinea were anoth-
er bonun. But The Bigger Lovers
music epeaks for itself, Songs
like the addictive clap-along
quality of I'm Here, the candy-
coated chorus found on Thread-
bare and Beatlesque build of
Casual Friday are met by a

! 1y d twang of

duced.”*He's hoping this time
around a bigger label will latch
onto The Bigger Lovers.

“We don't have any delusions
of grandeur that we're going to
become The Rolling Stones,” he
edded. They've come this far
alone. No booking agent. No
manager.

And The Bigger Lovers sur-
vlvmi l‘t all without a hint of

a lap steel in the record's
farewell, Out of Sight. It's n pop
delight delivered by able, eager
musicians.

Next on the set list...

‘The band's new material could
be deacribed as more “Kinks-
ish.” “It's a lot more immediate-
sounding,” said Berkery. *It
won't be as over-the-top pro-
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EQERT & ROEPER AND THE MOVIES

“it has landmark written all over it
Jny Coer, AQSTON GLORE '
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fit for VH-1's Behind
The Music.

“I'm past the point where I'm
in my late 208 and J think ‘I
gotta be a rock star,”™ he said.
“We can do thia, If we have to
have day jobs, so be it. People
seem to really like what we do
and we like what we do.”

Isn't that all that matters?

Don’t mias The Bigger Lovers
open for The Muggs, along with

ed warm, fuzzy pop sounds

HEAR THIS

What The Bigger Lovers'
Patrick Berkery, is listening
to.. ’

M The New Pornographers

8 The Waxwinga

B The Soft Boys

local upstarts, The Nice Device,
10 p.m. Friday, July 20, Gold
Dollar, Detroit. Call (313} 833-
6873.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
won't deny her penchant for pop
music. She writes for the Observ-
er & Eccentric Newspapers. To
send cat toys or talk shop, call
(734) 953-2130 or by e-mail at
scasola@oe.homecomm.net.
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“Madame X SIZZLED”

= Phyltis Morsitis Gardynik, Dearbom Times-Herald

Miey Cat Prewductions Presenry

MADAME

A Musical Drama by Paul Br

Don't miss the exclusive pre-Chicago engagement
of this award-winning musical drama.
Three weeks only!

July 19-August 5
: Mendelssohn Theatre, Ann Arbor
‘Box Office (734) 763-8587 TicketMaster (248) 645-6666

' \

NOW SHOWING
[ IR SOUTHGATE 20 | SHOWCASE 317%™ | SHOWCASE ofanson |
E

WWW, FINALFANTAB Y. COM

3 b o e 030
G 43cv

it

Gt caniing (i
prxews)
10 bearny

[ STAR FATRLANE | STAR GRATIOTAY 15 Mitt | STAR GalaT LAREs CRoiNG |
[ T7715% WEST RIVER | FORD WYOMING 03 SHAON T

PIDER-MAN" TEASER TRAILER WITH “FINAL FANTASY: THE SPIRITS WITHINT

www.SecMadameX.com

ticketmaster.co

CRITICS

iyl e "EXUBERANT FUN
e O

“EDGY ENOUGH THE SAME WAY AGAIN”
“THE SUMMER'S BEST

AUDIENCES OF .
ALL AGES? . FAMILY FILM?

PING IT UP!

THINGS ARE GONNA GET HAIRW
” PHTIL TEBRACE SssTED OO

[NOW PLAVINGIE
[_AMC WONDERLAND | __¢

MIR SOUTHGATE 20

SHOWCASE wranano
STAR CATAT LAXES CROVEIM |
STAR ROCHESTER

@I tVOoLUTIO
~S1UPIOS

v,

America’s
Sweethearts

B e memeronioen

YRR UM ez 1 e  RTL/ARNSL) o s U MCEETS FUD €S
CABEEN TH JORES 25BN CLSICK YMERKKS SYETEOTS RN AIARA SUNIP THCS CBRGTIAEER RALCH
SETB GRTEN ™ ANES NWTDN ECRRAS ok CEACES NENIN T TRLAN "3 COYIA  FETR 00

] "".;Wit( NG BENNR ASGH 00T o T CNTSN 08 BTE e

e e
= R ]
e

sony.com/AmaericasSwoethsarts

s cass 1 T8 (C1F 1B WOL TR COH wa 0T EALR (O (SRR

P ST

u

us ey
=

Liwan
M Gx ™
Nty 4 Faant Covpns V17 m ramp Rty Rt Arvoptod » Chied Prastos Desowres fn

s
iy

ety
T e

STARTS FRIDAY, JULY 20

v
vmchn pum

ana

(e X

W SHOWING AY THESE THEATRES?
AMC WONDERLAND |

"“NOVI TOWN_CTR, 8 puo:ﬁf{”w o SHOWC,

X aY8a) a8

S WEASE ascin ™ EHOWOA

STAR FAIRLAN

NO
. AMC LIVONIA 20
BIRMINGHAM 8

T SHOWCASE wraraws
"STAR st uants croveme’
. _STAR ROCHESTER _
VA COMMERCE_{ .

STAR
STAR 50!

+__UAWEST RIVER __IFORD WYOMING sarvea’

JuUA BLY CATHERINE JOHN
ROBERTS  CRYSTAL  ZETA-JONES  CUSACK AR [} DK
Y [n’l y Al Y
/ . f . J\ l
i M [] \

_ AMC FORUM 30
BEACON EAS

I MJR SOUTHGATE 20 |
ASE ....E‘-uf

{3 -u-mE-c 2-; LSNO&tASE M

JOHNR_ _
UTHFIELD _i




