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(IARDENING

Sponsored by English Gardens

Submit your entries as follows:
PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE NEWSPAFER. Use the ent
forms below (or a facefmile) printed in this newspaper Enteien
must be poatma: by Monday, Aug. 27, 2001. ¥it] in all the
blanks. Cteasly print or type the information. Inctude arca
with your telephone number and the best time of doy to
call if we wish to take photographs. Children should include
thelr ages. Your comments about how you care for the plants
ean also be sent along with the entry, This infarmation may
be ©n to our readers when we announce the winners. -
‘Thero arv two categuries of winners in thia ligh Hopes ’
lsunﬂwm&;l(.‘l‘!ﬁ ln]llﬁn'l sul;‘ﬂmvcr uFdl the une with the
jargest. *ad (not including the rays of t]
in the 2001 sonson throvgh Aug. 27, >0 1T LoD KTONR

2, Sunflower measurement must be faken from soil fevel to the
base of the head wchere the stem atbaches to the fluwwer.

2. Seed head mecaurement must be taken diagonally across
the seed hicad (not Including the rays of the /Iawe’r').

Neuwnpapers, 56251

verlfy height and size.
4. Winners will be

3. Participanta must send the official entry form for a facsimile)
to: High Hopes Sunflower Contest, The Observer

Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi 48160, To fax

call (734) 591-7278, Judges will notify conteat finalists to

dinthe in b

Newspapers aren’s eligible.

eligible.

Bloomfield,

Name:

8. Employecs aad families of the Observer und Eccentrie

8, Decisions of the fudges are final.
7. Entrants must lve In Ookland or Wayne Connty to be

8.Gift n’ﬁﬁmi“ from Enallsh Gardens will be awarded fo
the winners — 875 firsi place. 850 sccond place und $25
third place. Prizes will be awarded 1 pm. Sunday, Sept. 10
at English Gn;d«u. 0370 Orehard Lake Rd., West

Winners must appeor at atoards to claim their prize.

My sunflower helght is: Sy sunflower’s seed head is:

If Child, include age:

Community:

Phone numbers ()

Best time of day fo call:

Plant-care

Enter sunflower contest

Growing sunflowera this sum-
mer? Keep nurturing them, give
them plenty of aunshine and
water and you just may have a
winner next month.

The Observer & Eccentric
Nowspapers and English Gar-
dena are sponsoring their sccond
annual High Hopes Sunflower
Contest. Firat-, second- and
third-place finishers for the
tallest plant and widest seed
head categories will be awarded.

Winners will reccive $75, $50
or $26 gift certificates from
English Gardens. Check the
Obacrver & Eccentric Newspa-

pers for cntry forms, Please
encloge information on how you
cared for the plant or any ather
details or circumstances about
the plant.

The deadline (or cntries is
Monday, Aug. 27. The top
entries in length and sced head
for the 2001 scason will be veri-
fied by judges,

Prizes will be awarded Sun-
day, Sept. 16, at English Gar-
dens, 6370 Orchard Lake Road,
West Bloomfield. Winners must
appenr at the awards to claim
their prize,

Seminar tonight

English Gardens conducta
free gardening seminars for
the public 7 p.m. Thursdays
at its West Bloomfield store,
6370 Orchard Lake Road,
north of Maple (phone (248}
861-7606). The schedule
includes Arranging Garden
Flowers, by Jacqueline Ran-
dall July 19,

History and beauty showcase
magnolia plantation, gardens

GARDEN My, vace
SPOT 2000 was

memorable
because I
had the
chance to
visit the his-
toric and
lovely Mag-
nolia Planta-
tion and its
Gardens
n e ar
Charleston,

MARTY FIGLEY

The gar-
dens, which opened to the public
in the late 1860s, are regarded
a8 America’s oldest manmade
tourist attraction.

The plantation has, for more
than three centuries, becn the
original ancestral home of the
Drayton family. It is believed
that no other plantation in
South Carolina is still under
original family ownership from
that time; 13 generations of the
present owning family have
lived here,

There nre acres of gardens,
formal and informal, mazes and
statues, peacocks and guinea
hens, miniature horses that
graze in a field surrounded by a
split-rail fence, and s0 much
more to see and experience.

The plantings offer beauty all
through the year, 8o a visit can
be planned at any time, Each
path leads to more beauty and
the question, “What could he
more beautiful than what I am
now seeing?”

Visitors can observe plantation
life as it was in the 1840s, with
the vegetable garden near the
domestic workers’ cabins and
guinea hens in the yard, The
domestic workers were taught to
read and their schoolroom is on
the grounds,

Fun for all
[o] i bike and walking

CLARIFICATION

The July 5 Garden Spot col-
uman should have said that the
master gardener at Tollgate is
Bob Mrozek.

names in the industry.

assignment.

GG

248.624.5400

Just ask Mr. Nushaum.

Call today, and discover how Gittteman can
convert your home dreams into reality.

GITTLEMAN
CONSTRUCTION inc

2085 W. MAPLE, SUITE A101
WALLED LAKE, MI 48380

Custom Renovations

‘Great work
Gittleman”

y the time frving Nusbaum sold New York Carpet World in 1994, he had accumulated

a lifetime of lessons in the power of excellent customer service. So when he selected
Gittleman Construction to remodel his home, he looked for the same dedication lo client
satisfaction that helped make his carpet retailing enterprise among the most respected

He wasn't disappointed. */ just can't say enough about Gittleman,” Mr. Nusbaum said
“They kepl their word in every respect. They estimaled our job promplly, began work
immegialely and didn' stop until they were linished. There were no hidden cost

add-ons and the quality was oulstanding.”

Indeed, Gittleman Construction exceeds the highest
expectations. With an emphasis on Funclion,
Aesthetics and Budget, Gittleman p:oduces total
satisfaction and enduring value for every

nature trails, picnic arens, a 125-
‘acre rice field waterfowl refuge
and a petting zoo of plantation
animals will keep every member

of the family busy nnd enter-
teined,

A leisurely stroll through the
many gardens is a highlight. The
lovely Crepe Myrtle was in full
bloom when I was there. The
present director,.Taylor Drayton
Nelson, says the Camellia collec-
tion—more than 100 years old—
is mognificent toward the end of
March and Rhododendron
blooms aren't to be missed, nor
are the Magnolia Grandiflora,
the flower for which the planta-
tion was named.

There are several theme gar-
dens such as an enclosed Barba-
dos Tropical Garden, a Topiary
Garden and a Biblical Garden.
There is also a large Indian buri-
al mound and a plantation work-
er graveyard.

A neat experience is a 45-
minute ride on the nature train
around the rice fields and
wildlife refuge that borders the
Ashley River.

Al kinds of water creatures
such as turtles, alligators,
osprey, bald caglea and the like
reside in this arca. A nature boat
plies the water of the anclent
160-acre flooded rice ficld, now a
wildlife refuge for many water-
loving birds and swamp inhabi-
tants.

Gardens

Boardwalks and dikes lead
through The Audubon Swamp
Garden, 60 acres of blackwater
cypress and tupelo swamp.

Thie iz a most unusual major
garden and wildlife preserve,
and should be a must on the list
of things to do. Try to spend at
least 45 minutes to see alliga-
tors, anhinga (water turkey) and
other wildlife as well as beauti-
ful water lilies.

The Audubon Swamp Garden
is independently operated by
that Society and ia reached
through Magnolia Plantation. It
is open to coincide with the plan-
tation hours,

The Biblical Garden was most
peaceful and bordered by box-
wood with a religious atatue
standing in the center. Along one

path in the woods, red and white
impatiens had been planted
under the Magnolias; quite a
sight.

Another beautiful area is the
formal Herb Garden, just inside
o long hedge of Crepe Myrtle.
Just behind this garden is the
magnificent ancestral home with
a collection of outstanding Early
American antiques. Tours are
available.

Live oaks are festooned with .
Spanish moss and are quite pic- |
turesque; the mist over the river -
in early morning evokes a feeling
of tranquility that radiates from °
this centuries-old plantation and
gardens,

Putting Magnolia Plantation
on your itinerary when you're
traveling South is suggested.

Refreshments are available. A
gift shop is filled with lovely
things. Open 365 days a ycar, 8
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call for Novem-
ber to Feb: hours,

Magnolia Plantation is on
Highway 61, just 10 miles from
downtown Charleston, Route 4,
29414. Visit the Web site,
www.magnoliaplantation.com, or
call (843) 571-1266 or (800} 367-
3517, .

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener based in Birm-
ingham. You can leave her a
message by dialing (734)953-

7 on o fouch-tone phone. Her
fax number is (248)44-1314.

Tour Ojibway

Join the Detroit Garden
Center for a paturalist guided
tour of the Ojibway Tallgrass
Prairie Provincial Park in
Windsor at 10 a.m. Fridny,
July 27. Ojibway is the cast-
ern tip of a prairie formed
aver 8,000 years ago and con-
tains more rare plants per
acre than any other park in
Ontario. The tour costs $8 for
Detroit Garden Center mem-
bers and $10 for non-mem-
bers. Call the Detroit Garden
Center at {313) 259-6363.

Wholesale Countertop Pricing

SIZZLING SUMMER SALE

* Luna Pearl
¢ Rosa Beta
* Impala Black

20 s/f minimum
| AU
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Marblized 16x16

6x6 Floor Tile
Bone/Sand

$53.95 s/f installed!

Baltic Brown » Verde Ubatuba
58.95 s/f installed!

includes straight polished edge

$1.29 s/f

45¢ s/f
Marble 12x12 as low $1.99 s/f

Marble - Granite - Silestone®
Why buy countertops at retail when you can buy direct.
Since we fabricate at our own locations, we beat the “Big Box"
store pricing. We offer quick de
Granite 3cm thick!

Wae stock over fifteen hundred slabs of Marble, Granite and Silestone in over eighty
unique colors. We stock the largest selection of imported ceramic tile in Michigan.

Check our prices first!
‘U Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.

Southfield

M-T-Th

8:30-5:.00 8:30-8:00 9:00-5:00

with any other di

Installation includes Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb Counties. Others at additional cost. Offer not valid
it i fuded. Subject to stock on hand.

1. All p orders

Silestoznie® 3cm thick!

- ferra Cotta
- » Amrilllo Peimira

$42.95 s/f installed!

includes straight polished edge
20 s minimum

23455 Telegraph Rd.
248-356-6430
Visit one of our Showrooms!
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1972 Star Batt Dr.
248-853-4654
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