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The local dance troupe Earth Angels
transported the St. Vincent and Sarah
Fisher Center community back to the
1950s at noon Fridoy,

The group packed their well-
rehearsed routines into a half-hour
line up for 50 children and staffers at
the center in Farmington Hills.

The crowd seemed to enjoy the ener-
gy of the dancers, who performed songs
from 1950 through 2001, Everything
from Elvis to the BackStreet Boys was
included in the exhibition.

Enrth Angels atarted more than 15
years ago, as a childhood hobby for
founder and director Lisa Campos.

Dance, Dance, Dance

Including 21 boys and girls, age 9 to
16, from all over the Detroit area, the
group lip-synchs to songs — mostly
from the '50s and '60s, learns chore-
ographed moves, pieces together cos-
tumes and interacts with audiences
during its shows.

Earth Angels put a
smile on director’s face

Berman added that the group has
increased his people skills. "It fun to
interact and nat be afraid to go up to
someone. ... But I've never had atage
fright.”

Berman said he would like to become
a pediatrician or a veterinarian.

Backyard to center stage

Campos started dancing in her back-
yard with friends at & young age. By
age 15, she was performing for parenta
and charging admission. The idea for
Earth Angels grew from those back-
yard shows. '

Now at age 30, Campos, who spends
her doys as a first grade teacher in
Ann Arbor, works with the Angels on
daily basia. Campos is also finishing
kier master’s degree in education at the
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Because of the group’s high enthusi-
asm, Campos said they aren't hard to
teach. “They're pretty attentive.
They're a hard working bunch of kids,”
she said. *It's very rewarding for me to
work with them. They have high
expectations for themselves.”
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Doo-wop hop: Members of the Earth Angels dance troupe
entertained at the St. Vincent Sarah Fisher Center last
Friday, taking their audience back to the 1950s. Ranging
in age from 9 to 16, the 21 boys and girls perform under
the direction of Lisa Campos, pictured left. The Livonia-
based troupe will be among the acts featured on stage in
the Downtown Farmington Center parking lot after Sat-
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“It's great to ington Center parking lot. ded  were
see how much supportive
fun pcople then and still
have watch- are now. In
ing the show,” she snid. “We're all real- fact, her

ly close. We're tike a second family.”

Lictz said she would like to be o
dancer/ actress later in life.

Every summer the Livonia-based
troupe gocs on tour in Michigan. In the
past, they've performed for the Big Red
Boat eruise line, Disney World in Flori-
dn and the Woodward Dream Cruise.

Since everything is paid for by per-
formance fces and fund-raising, the
group holds sock-hops, sells candy and
does battle drives to raise money for
travel, coatumes and other expenses.

Earth Angels rchenrse sporadieaily

throughout tha school year but concen--

trate on their routines mostly when
the weather'’s nice. Campos said they
practice about cight hours n week dur-
ing the summer months.

Jordan Bermnn, 15, has been a
member since he was 10 years old. The
Wést Bloomficld resident said he even-

mother comes to see as many shows as
possible, and her father nids with cos-
tuming.

Help from a friend

One of Campos’ friends, Jennifer
LeCureux, hes been volunteering with
the Earth Angels for two years.

During shows, LeCureux makes sure
the music sclections are cued and
ready to go for the dancers.

In eddition to helping the Angels,
LeCureux is a medical assistant.

“(Earth Angels) is like o second full-
time job, I don't think that thore's one
day that 1 don't spend even a little bit
of };me working for Earth Angels,” she
said.

Campos said the best part about
Earth Angels is “the chance (it gives)
to maybe touch or affect their lives in
some way. It's something they'll

urday's Founders Festival parade, which begins at 10
a.m. on Grand River.

remember when they're older.”

Over the years, she has been given
the chance to look at the world more
light-heartedly. “The things that are
worthwhile really stand out ... They
always put a smile on my face.”

tually wants to try out for a hip-hop
music video, but doesn’t have drenms
to be n professional dancer.

Because the nge range is so extreme,
Berman said he has become close to
other kids not in his age group. “The
age difference really doesn't matter.”

Farmington, Hills projects listed
in $1.6 billion RCOC road plans
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The Road Commission for
Onkland County recently
relensed its study of rond repair
needs facing the area. Those
plana mean both Farmington
and Farmi Hills resident:

“A lot of these nre projects that
should be done,” he said.

In n meeting Inst fall, officials
from citica all over the county
met with representatives from

Farmington officials noted
that, for the most part, they
were satisfied with the services

could see more orange barrels in
the next 10 years.

The RCOC planning report
stated that the cost to fix the
county roads over the next
decade would be $1.7 billion.
Two years ago, RCOC cstimated
a $1.6 billion price tag. Most of
the cost is attributed to ronds
that are congested now or are

i3 d to become d
according to the report.

Public information officer
Craig Bryson said RCOC docs
not have enough money to pay
for all of the projects listed in
the report. He said the commia-
sion will have $200-$300 million
to npend on county roads over
the next decade. Projects that
can't be paid for will remain on
the list but will have to wait,
Bryson said,

Bryson added that the report
was not a *wish list” and said
that an estimated one-third to
one-half of all the projects
addressed in the report will get
done.

“Vastly more projects arc
being submitted (for funding)
than there is funding,” Bryson
explained, adding that RCOC
and citics apply to the Federal
Ald Task Force Funding commit-
tee for money to fix roada. That
committee looks nt requeats nnd
allocates money for projecta.

received from RCOC but sug-
gested that litter pickup and
mowing in the city could be
improved upon, according to the
report.

Two ronds were identified that

A ‘Vastly more projects
are being submitted
than there Is funding.’
Crai,
_our B B
Commission spokesperson

the city wounld like to sce
improved in the future, includ-
ing a portion of Grand River
Avenue, from 10 Mile to Nine
Mile. That road is not under
RCOC jurisdiction because it isa
state rond. City mannger Frank
Lauhoff snid that both the city
and RCOC would like to sce the
county take over the road, but
RCOC will not assume jurisdic-
tion until the Michigan Depnrt-
ment of Transportation fixes it
first. “That rond, Grand River, is
going to be in need of mnjor
reconstruction,” Lauhoff snid.
“The atate has rejected that
iden.”

The second project identified
in the report wans the reconstrue-

tion of Farmington Road from
Eight Mile to Grand River,
which will begin next weck.
LauhofT said he made o written
request for that road to be
repaired in 1993, and it hasn't
been addressed until now.

Officials from both communi-
ties pointed out that the Halst-
ed/ Grand River/ M-6 inter-
change will need repairs,

In the Farmington Hills
report, officials noted that both
RCOC and the Southfield
Garage, which handles much of
the city’s road maintenance,
have been respansive and time-

ly.

Eight road repair projects
were highlighted in Farmington
Hills. The report said the city
would like to complete the Hag-
gerty Road connector to Pontiac
Trail and eventually extend it to
M.59. They would also like to
see Northwestern Highway
extended and  beautified,
Orchard Lake Road from 12 Mile
to 14 Mile reconstructed, inter-
sections along Middiebelt Road
improved and a portion of Eight
Mile resurfaced.

City manager Stove Brock anid
the Northwestern connector is
one of the city’s top priorities.
Eight Mile Road repairs are ulso
high on the list.

Brock said the city plans to
begin construction on both areas
next year. Also, Brock said the
city is hapeful that a widening
project will start up next sum-
mer at 10 Mile and Middlebelt
Rond.

*These are kind of big projects,
yet we want them to be realia-
tic,” said Brock.

"It's a New Day at Crittenton!"

"I have seen many improvements

at Crittenton. There is a dynamic
new administration, and renovation
plans are underway. The morale and
pride of the physicians and staff is
Iigher than it's been in years. It is
indeed a new day at Crittenton.”

Dr, Robert Go
Vice Chief of Staff, Pulmonologist

“I am happy to participate with a
new board that, for the first time,
includes physicians. In an era of
extremely large hospitals, I am
hopeful this cozy hospital nestled
in Rochester will provide a fecling
of great security to paticnts.”

Dr. Richard S, Duff
Chief of Obstetrics and Gynecology
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