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Hills officials dedicate Memorial Park at 11 Mile and Middlebelt

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAYF WRITER
kbrown@uehomecomm.net

The dedication Mondny of
Farmington Hills' Memorinl
Park represented a triumph of
nature over dcw.lnpmcnk at o
busy intersection.

It also marked n crucial step
in the estoblishment of o place
where the city's honored dend

can be remembered in a setting
of natural beauty,

*We don’t have anything like
that in the community,” said
Mayor Nancy Bates, nddmg that
the city of Farmington is among
several communities that have
memorinl parks.

* “We certainly didn't want to do
anything on this corner that
would increase traffic,” the

Farmington Hills mayor added.

At 6:30 p.m., several elected
city officinls sought shelter from
the sun under n peaked, yellow
and gray-striped tent crected on
the park grounds at the south-
west corner of 11 Mile and Mid-
dlebelt. From n pedium, the
mayor addressed onlookers reat-
cd on white folding chairs.

“This dedication ceremony is

the culmination of countless
hours of hard wark, community
cooperation and best of all, the
desire to fellow a dream from
concept to reality,” Bates said.
‘The 3.2 acre parce! was donnted
to the city by Hospice of Michi-
gan,

Backers say an added benefit
of having a park on the comer is
that it rules out business or com-
mercinl development at un inter-
section, which already includes a
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Standing proud: Billy Hinbern of Boy Scout Troop 110
holds the American flag as Mayor Nancy Bates dedi-
cates Farmington Hills’ Memorial Park.
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It only takes a second
" to get injured...

so don't
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In the Emergency Room at the Henry Ford Medical Center in West Bloomficld,
we take your carc seriously — we sce you quickly! And because our docters are boad-cerufied
experts, you can rest assured that you'll be getting the compassionate, quality care you and your famly

deserve. Don't compromise your family’s health - and don’t wait another nunute for reatment.
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shopping center, bank and
Mercy High School.

Willows and other trees grow
nlong a creek at the park's
southern cdge. Several elm trees
have been planted, along with
evergreen shrubs. Contrasting
with grausy traditional park
land are cutout areas mulched
with wood chips, where more
evergreen shrubs are to be
planted. A row of white begonins
Tanks the front of the park's
centerpicce — a stone marker
engraved with “Memorial Park
Farmington Hills.”

The dedication ceremony
opened with Engle Scouts from
Boy Scout Troop 110 presenting
the green city flag with yellow
fringe and black nnd white city
seal, and the stars and stripes.

“On this day nnd in the doys to
come, we honor all those who
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have gone before us,” snid the
Rev. Mark Jensen of North Con-
gregational Church in a dedica-
tion prayer. “Help us to remem-
ber their offerings of life, of civi-
lization, and of love.

“Amidst the trees that bring
forth buds in the spring, leaves
of summer, colors during fall and
nakedness in the winter, we find
lessons of the high value of our
days on earth, and the cycles of
life and rebirth.”

Plans to complete the park
include brick pathways, benches
and bird fecders. Residents can
memorialize loved ones with
engraved brick pavers or by
donating money toward the pur-
chase of benches, birdhouses or
trees. The names of those being
henored will be engraved on the
memorial. Residents interested
in making memorin! donations

can call the city’s public services
department, 473-9521, or sce
information posted in the park.

Butes thanked the Hospice of
Michigan for donating the land
and members of the Memorin!
Park Ad Hoe Committee (Nancy
Coumoundoures, Norme Hen-
derson, Jan Hunt, Caro!
Kasprowicz and Shannon O'Neil)
for project ideas, and Tom
Biasell, Jill Pines and Dan
Rooney for detail work.

A donated brick costs $100,
Cost to donate landscaping
materials will range from $100
to $1,000, Trees are $1,000 and
park benches $5,000.

Officials npproved the park
concept in 1998. They earlier
scrapped an idea to have an
cternal flame, at an estimated
cost of $250,000 with $8,000 in
annual maintenance.
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