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Cornish choir
brings family,
friends together

I £ you love choral music, the kind

Diversified
programming
colors cultural

that's sung with vigor, Ken Allen

snys you won't want to miss Tucs-
dny's performance by the Holman-Cli-
max Male Voice Choir from Cornwall,
England.

Allen and his wifo Ruth could be the
choir’s biggest fans, more than likely
because they're both of Cornish
descent. If fact, their fathers were
born in the same village in Cornwall.
And Ruth’s cousin’s husband was o
member of the cheir for many years.
The first time they heard them sing
was in Massachusetts 20 years ago
and then in 1983 on a trip to Corn-
wall.

“They don't sing quietly,” said Ken
Allen, a Livonia resident, *“When they
aing, they sing. It's their enthusiasm.
They enjoy doing it 8o they sing out.
They're a very good, vigorous male
chorus.”

The Allens, who've spent the last
year planning the concert at Rosedalo
Gardens Preabyterian Church, think
that a lot of Cor-

series

Classlcal:
Conductor
Claudio
Abbado and
the Berlin
Philharmonic
return to Ann
Arbor on Oct.
12 for an all
Beethoven
concert.

UNIVERSITY MUNICAL BOQSTY
Multimedla: Philip Glass and his ensemble will celebrate 25 years of
film Oct. 31 to Nov. 3.
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ing to cousina over here that they're
coming,” said Ruth. “There’s a lot of
Cornish in the area. St. Paul's
Methodist Church in Highland Park
was a gathering spot for Cornish years
ago.”

“There’s nlso a lot of Cornish peoplo
in the UP becnuse of the mining,”
added Ken. “Mining has gone on for
hundreds of years in Cornwall. Some
settled in the UP because of the min-
ing, othera in South Africa because of
the diamond mines, others settled in
Detroit during World War 1I because
of the jobs here in the plants.”

According to Graham Baker, tour

and ) choir by
“ginging in Cornwall atarted back in
the mists of time with miners and
fishermen. The miners in particular
had the opportunity te sing in large
underground caverns, which them-
sclves had good acoustics, that com-
bined with a Celtic soul and a
Methodist Chape) background was
enough to sct them singing.”

Baker began singing around age 7
in church and school choirs, He
became o member of the Holman-Cli-
max Male Voice Choir in the early
1890s but the history of the group
goes back more than 80 years.

The choir was formed by two work-
crs at the Climax Rock Drill and Engi-
neering Worka after they saw the fires
burning in Plymouth, some 70 miles
away, after a World War II bombing

Tragedy and trlumph: The Peter Sparlmg Dance Company join
with the Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra and UMS Choral
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Theater. We want to encournge
that new generation of
singers.”

Nurturing talent

UMS strives to nurture new
tnlent like dancers in Twyla
Tharp's company and present
established performers such as
the Lincoln Center Jazz
Orchestra led by Wynton
Marsalis (Oct. 14). Over its
123 yenr history, the UMS
seriea expanded from a single
concert by the UMS Choral
Union to this scason's 69 per-
formances of 52 different pro-
ductions and more than 150
cducational events.

And the offerings are always
changing. Far the first time
1nst year UMS added classical
theater to the series, Perfor-
mances of The Gate Theater of
Dublin and the Royal Shake-

way,” said Fischer who's alse excited about
the diversity of the season, “The UMS
series celch the of -
from the African American dance comnpany
of Rennie Harris to Latin. For the Afro-
Cuban Dance Party with Celia Cruz, the
queen of Salsa, we'ro holding it at the
EMU Convoeation Center (April 8) so we
can let people dance down on the floor.”
Along with presenting a diversity of
works, UMS works equally hard at promot-
ing the creation of dance and music. Fisch-
er is cspecially excited about the co-com-
missioned - works on this year's scries
including William Bolcom'a From the Dxary
of Sally i « work by D
based on poetry by Joseph Bmdnky, A Solo
Evening with Laurie Anderson, and
Gluck's Orfeo ed Euridice with Peter Spar-
ling Dance Company, Ann Arbor Symphony
Orchestra and UMS Choral Union Nov. 9-

11.
“We put on Orfeo ed Euridice in May

Please sce UMS, C2

Union to present Gluck’s “Orfeo ed Euridice” Nov. 9-11.
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Local actor receives accolades for off Broadway role

BY LINDA ANN CHONIN
BTAFY WRITER

raid by the German L They
planned to raise funds to alleviate the
distress of some of the victims by hold.
ing concerts, More than six decades
Iater, the choir has raised thousanda
of pounds for charitics and:churches.
Thoy perform around 20 concerts a
year in chngo churchea and concert
halls, and have recorded Aumerous
records and tapes, Their current CD,
The Diamond Collection, will be avail-
able at each of the five stops on their
tour.

“Singing both with the choir and as
a soloist, x\vu me. muMerable enfoy-
ment; inl
something new,” said Baker who
restores and sells AGA cast iron
stoves for a living. “The camaraderie,
and a sense of sharing with others is a
tradition that is hundreds of years old
and keeps mo wanting more. Just
wish I'd started 10 years oarlier, when
I first arrived in Cornwall.”

Even though singing with the chair
is his first love, Baker is especially

T Please see IXPRESSIONS, C3

David Burtka secma like he's on top
of the world in spite of the fact that it's
10 in the morning. His latest off Broad-

way role keeps him up lote most-

nights, but Burtka is enthusinstic, and
eager to talk about his career. And why
shouldn't he be?

Burtka has worked with Edward
Albee nnd Woody Allen, and in July
received the Actora Equity Associa-
tion's Clarence Derwent Award for
promising talent, on and off Broadway.
The crystal trophy is given to one male
and one fomale deemed the brightest
new nctor each thenter gcason, Past
winners include George C. Scott, Gene
Hackman, James Woods, Chnntophcr
Walken, and Morgan Freeman,

Big honor

“It's a very big honor to receive this
award and playing bay in Albeo's Play
About the Baby is a role of a lifetime,”
said Burtka, 268, n graduate of Ply-
mouth Salem High School. “I'm very
lucky to have come this far. It's boyond

ything I would have d d for my
carcer”

Burtkn's biggest challenge now is
keeping his 260th performance as fresh
as when he first played the role of boy
at the Alley Theatre in Houston in
spring. Since then, Play About the Baby
opened off Bmadwny at The Century
Theatre,

*Edward Albee’s fantastic to work
with,” said Burtka. “You hear storics
about how he's intimidating. He should
be. He's a threo time Pulitzer Prize
winner. He always wanted ua to nsk
questions. He was very solt spoken.
When ho does talk, it's pretty poignant,

*The biggest challenges were learn-
ing the language of Albee and the
rhythm,” Burtka continued. "It’s almost
like learning a whole concerto. It's very
musical, Also, every single night by the
end of the play I have to have tears
streaming down, That's difficult but I
Just try to think about what's going on
in my life. I learned to keep it fresh. It's
a living breathing art form, Depending
on how nn actor feels that day they
bring something new to it.”
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Off-Broadway: David Burtka is
currently performing in Edward
Albec’s "PIayAbout the Baby"at

The Century Theatre in New York.

Opportunity knocks

Each day seems to bring some new
offer of work into Burtka's life. Once
the play closes on Sept. 1, he's planning
to move to Los Angclu to be around
the film industry, an opportunity New
York docsn’t offer. Burtka fell in love
with the big screen while working on
Woody Allen’s now movie with Tea
Leoni. It's acheduled for release this

fnll.

'Woody Allen probably eaid 12 words
to me," said Burtka. “He's another bril-
liant master. We were done in four
takes. Hopefully, it will be in the movie
and not end up on the cutting room
floor.”

Even if it does, Burtka surely won't
let his dreams die. After all, he knew
from his first production at age 12 that
acting was in his future. And besides
that he'd finally found o place to fit in.
Community of friends

“I was in Peter Pan at the Marquis
Theatre in Northville,” said Burtka. *It
was my first paid professional job ~ $15
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