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Trial from page Al

Employee

Both Joseph Djoumessi and
wife Evelyn Djoumessi are
charged with conspiring to kid-
nap, kidnapping and child
abuse. Joseph Djoumessi also |
faces two counts of first-degree
criminal sexual conduct and
third-degree criminal sexunl
conduct, as the teen alleges he
raped her five times,

The Djoumessis maintain they
were only trying to help a girl
who has now turned on them
and lied to police.

Phone bill
‘The young woman was asked
by Parker about long distance

phone calls she made from the
Djoumessi’s bnsement, where
the couple had her live. “I did
run up the phone bill, yes,” she
snid, as Qakland Circuit Judge
Alice Gilbert looked on along
with jury members and specta-
tors.

Under questioning, the teen
admitted that she did not tell
the Djountcssie right away that
she had run up the bill, though
they were trying to determino
how it happened.

Challenging the teen’s con-
tention that she was enslaved,
Parker said, “You could call the
police; you could call anyone you
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wanted to.”

Besides joining the family at
restaurant dinners to celebrate
holidays or birthdays, the young
woman said under questioning,
“We'd go out after church. Some-
times wo'd go to a Chineso
restaurant.”

In testimony earlier in the
week, the Cameroon native por-
trayed her basement living quare
ters as wet after a rain, as
smelling bad, and that the down-
stairs showcr only ran cold
watcr,

“I was told not to use the bath-
room upstairs. Once in a while
when everyone was gone I would
sneak up there and take a bath.
There was no bathtub down-
stairs,” she said.

Basement conditions
Parker challenged the teen's

portrayal of the condition of the

Djoumessi’s hasement.

“The basement wasn't some-
thing that was just for you, is
that a foir statement?” the attor-
ney nske

“Not the

really,” teen

nnswered.
Under questioning, she said

another acquaintance of the
family, Briun. would stay occa-

accused of

fingernails, “You have amenities
here you don't have in

sionally in the basement, sleep- Cameroon?” Parker asked.

ing on the couch and also using *“Not really...It doean’t mntt.or, embeZZIlng

tho stall shower that she used. the woman responded. An nlleged embezzlement of
The family also xot together in _ Earlier in the day, Aumtanl $600,000 from a Farmington

the b t Cheryl Matthows  Hills company is under investi-

because it was eoal them Parker
established, But the teen aaid
that soon after she arrived, the
basement’s statua as an occa-
nonu] family gathering place

when it b her

whero the toon said she wae

ahnwed the jury a photo of a bed-

tion by poli
room in the Djoumessi's home, gation by palica.

A business owner, 89, told
gton Hills Polico Aug. 16
thut he will seek to prosccute a

designated living space.

In answering questions earlier
in the day, the teen described
the customs of Cameroon and
her life there. She said the
Djoumessis struck her, and that
her parents did spank her on
occasion, for discipline.

“Did they hit you with their
hand?" Parker nsked

“I wouldn't actually call it hit-
ting,” the tecn responded.

She said her family, which
included five brothera and sis-
ters, took showers in the back-
yurd and chopped frcwond fur

Parkor
the young woman on her Ameri-
can-stylo dress and her painted
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teen soid she got the idea to
speak out about her treatment

raped, as a minor.
“Is thnt the hndroom?' female employee, 48, who he
alleged has omhcnlnd money
“Yes it is, uho mponded from his Farmington Hills busi.

Under oarlier questioning, the  neas since 1996,

According to the police inci-
dent report, another employee of
the buainess spotted the accused
employee writing a company
check for $30,000, to her own
account. An investigation by an
accountant turned up more evi-
dence of the woman writing com-
pany checks to herself, the police
roport continued.

“There will be charges forth-
coming,” said Polica Chief Bill
Dwyer. “It'a been assigned to the

for further i g
tion,” Authorities say the
employee admitted to embez-
zling money from her employer.

Dwyer said that following the
investigation, felony charges will
be sought with the Oakland
County prosecutor's office.

after watching a Montel
Williams TV show, which
focused on victims dealing with
abuse.

Testimony was acheduled to
continue Monday in Oakland
Circuit Court. |
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