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Gundlachs bring 1920s home into the 21st century

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF W R’
shuck@oe.l

Janie and Rick Gundiach
know how ta bring an old house
buck to life.

‘The Gundlachs have restored
several older homes. They
recently worked on a 19208 “arts
and crafts” brick bungalow on
Farmington Road, two houscs
north of the Masonic Temple.
‘The house is now for sale.

Their daughter Katie Stewart
and hier husband Kevin live next
door, in n house built in 1810,

“We bought it because we are
committed to the neighborhood,
to preserving these houscs ns
homes, as resids " said Janic

homecomnnnet

‘They then moved to the 1860s
Victorian house on Warner,
where they continue to reside,
“We put o big addition on that
and raised our three children
there,” she said.

‘They also moved an 1860s Vic-
torian house, which sat on
Grand River near the Jo-Ann
Fabrics parking lot and was
going to be torn down to a lot on
Shiawnssce.

“We were given the house,”
Janie said. “That was the least
cxpensive part.”

The Gundlachs can't estimate
the hours they worked on the
Farmington Road house. Sup-
port came from friends and

Gundlach of the couple’s current
home. “It hns n lot of character,
n ot of features that nceded to
be brought back.”

‘Fhey updnted it to imp its

“It’s gratifying to hear people
generously tell us how much
they like what we do,” said Rick,
a former Farmington Historic
o oy b

looks and comfort,

“Our gonl was to restore the
beautiful old part and, what
wansn't very pretty, we ripped
out,” Janie said. “It’s updated
and very livable for somebody
taday.”

“We've been in the neighbor-
hood o long time, 30 ycars,”
Janie said. “We purchased our
first home on Shiawasace. It was
n 1910 square house. We lived in
it for seven years.”

“It was costly because we did-
n't skimp,” soid Janie, a home-
maker. “It was costly to hire pro-
fessionals, It was more then cos-
metics and acsthetica, The struc-
ture of the house is really good.
We do have some ‘before’ pic-
tures but we really don't care to
remember it that way.”

Among the features removed
was a cistern,

“Most peoplc dont remember
what a cistern was,” said Rick, a

metallurgical engineer. “It was

Let the sun shine: High-
lights of the Gundlachs
Farmington Road house
include leaded glass
windows, hardwood
floors and nine-foot-tall
ceilings. The couple says
they have invested quite
a bit into the project,
bcca use they aven’t
‘skimped’ on materials

or workmanship in their
effort to restore the his-

toric home.
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a walled-in vat that collected
rain water to wash your clothes.
It was & carryover from the pre-
vious century. They didn't even
have sewers in Farmington
when this house was
built. They had
storm sewers only.”

A home 75 yenrs or
older is considered
historic by Farming-
ton historical stan-
dards, Rick said. The
area from Warner to
where Shiawassee
meeta Grand River is
considered Farming-
ton's historic district.
More than 20 homes
are registered.

Highlights of the
Farmington Road
house also include an
antique oak fireplace
with marble hearth,
boveled glass mir-
rors, leaded gloss
windows, including
Frank Lloyd \Wright-
style custom accent
windows, an oak
woodwork column,
red ook hardwood
floors throughout the
house, and o maple
hardwood floor in the
kitchen. There are 9-
foot tall ceilings, a
“three-senson” front
porch with natural

flower box.

There's an open, 1,000-sguare-
foot floor plan. The house has
two bedrooms with a large attic
which hos potential for a master

bedroom suite as well as a clas-
sic two-car garage.

“In this block, pcople are
putting major additions on,”
Janie said. “There's o renais-

sance here. It's o family-oriented
neighborhood,”

red pine floor and a
back porch with a

History In the remaking: Janie and Rich Gundlach are restoring this 1920s era home.

What’s better than free checking?

For starters:
Free THE ONE-. Card, the Visa® check card
Free access to over 3,500 ATMs in the U.S.
and 12 free movie rentals at BLOCKBUSTER®

General Surgery

With our convenient .
Physician Referral Service,
the right physician
is just one call away!

1-888-90-4HEALTH

e
MEDICAL CENTER .

Quality Carw,..Close to Home & Work

SIGN UP FOR REGULAR CHECKING BY AUGUST 3157
AND GET THESE OFFERS PLUS?

« FREE unlimited, teller-assisted transactions
« FREE online bill payment until 2002

« FREE first order of checks with direct deposit
« FREE Retirement and Investment Profile

«» No annual fee for a Bank One credit card

Visit our Web page al: www.crittenton.com

sBrisesece

LUXURY SENIOR APA TMENTS
ol

.

« Exclusive rates on loans and CDs

« Bank One Satisfaction Guarantee

« And, we'll switch you from your current bank TODAY for FREE
Also, ask us about our great deals on business checking accounts.

+ One or twis bedroam senior luzury
apattment homes

« Selection of scevices available

« Near shopying and expressways

Personal Accounts: 1-888-963-11m1
Business Accounts: 1-877-848-6290

www.bankone.com

ATt CHERRY HiLL

Information Center Now Open Redfining Retivement Living

Mon-Sun (rom 9 a.m. until 7 pm.

(734) 981-7100
42600 Cherey 11 Rl Canven Tormnship
waltmaldiem hillZ singhma com

www.waltonwood.com

BANK = ONE

Canton

waliommvnsb ot sl coms

(7.34) 844-3060

Rodhester
- weahtoam cention bun 147 anplum sl cran
’ 248) 375-2500 Mermter T, Gt pokath 120 L O Card 3 iyt prvst O o o
(248) 375-2 D e LT avdoed Ein B rewvint o B bt .-«-‘-.-,m«uw-n-m nxnwmmwm-uqumww«n.--m.a-nmn mmmmm«n—nmwm
Vot e, B A related mark gt meved €2001 R4~ D¢ Coopceatien

Y Tor




