Wi

COMMUNICATIONS
2

w R K

== Farmington Dbserver

Display: The Sisterhood
of Adat Shalom spon-
sored a Hiddur Mitzvah
- Celebrating the Holi-
days in Style, to help
families get ready for
Rosh Hashanah. See
HomeTown Life, C-5

Manslon dilemma: We
" urge officials to keep the

Governor Warner Man-
sion as open as possible,
while protecting its valu-
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The spraying of hate graffiti on the
walls of a church is taken very serious-
ly in Farmington Hills, said Police
Chief Bill Dwyer.

Dwyer said his department hns 2
juvenile suspect in the writing of graffi-

Farmington Hills police say the
nile suspect in the vandalism of St. Toma’s
Catholic Church, under construction at 11
Mile and Drake Roads. The case maybe be
related to an earlier incident at the church.

Farmington, / Farmington Hills, Michigan

have a juve-

ti discovered Aug. 26 at St. Toma Syri-
an Catholie Church, which is under
construction at tho southcast corner of
11 Mile and Drake roads.

“It is defiling a place of worship. It is
shameful and will not be tolerated,”
Dwyer said.

‘Worda sprayed in black paint on the
inside and outside walls of the 23,000-

- dquare-foot building included “sinners,”

“Jewz Rule Chriatians Drool” and “Pur-
ple Crew.”

“It in kind of upsetting,” said Mufid
Alnajjar, who ia on the church building
committee. The church has 460 mem-
bers; most from the Farmington Hills-
Bloomficld area.

Of the grafliti writer, Alnnjjar said,
“I don't think they represent any kind
of organization or have any kind of
ideas or goals. But there is no way ol
knawing that.”

He snid severn] church members dis-
cussed the grafliti incident during ser-
vices Sunday.
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Youth suspected in church vandalism

We felt that we have no obvious group
or people that would do somcthing like
that that we could canfront.

“We said the better thing is just to go
reporting it to the police and have the
police take some action. We anid maybe
wo could put some security guards
there nights and weckends when con-
struction people aren't there.”

Alnnjjar said he doea not recall any
graffiti sprayed at tho church'a original
location at 13 Mile and Farmington
roads. Graffiti was discovered in May
at the current construction site.

“We did talk about it in a ing.
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writer’s story
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All In the family: Rosaria Catalanotti, who has written poetry and songs
for most of her life, penned a poem that is on display at the Statue of Lib-
erty in New York, She'll travel there to sec it for the first time in October.
She’s pictured above with her children, Jo, right, Vince, center and

R ARTSIZIEISURE

On stage: The Farming-
ton. Players stir up a little
magic with the opening
production, “Bell, Book
and Candle.”/B1

Rock on: The Verve Pipe’s
lead vocalist, Brian Van-
der Ark, talks openly
about his role in the film
“Rock Star” and his
band’s latest work./B1
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When 80-year-old Rosaria Catalan-
otti leaves her Walled Lake home to
visit New York City next month, she
won't be as excited by the bright
lights as she will by o simple display
inside the Statue of Liberty.

There, in huge letters printed on
glass, is o poem she wrote in 1886,
called “Salute to Liberty.” Then an
Avon anleswoman, she was thrilled
when her vrork was sclected from
among hundreds received by the com-

pany. Accarding to her son, Vince, it
is the first poem visitors sce when
they walk into o muscum ingide the
statue’s base.

“It's huge,” he said. “It’s printed top
to bottom and lit from behirnd the
glass.”

The poem spells out “Liberty,” with
words designated for ench letter. It
begins: “LOVE for my country, my
family, all peoples and all of God’s
creatures.” But the ending was a little
tricky, said Rosaria (catled “Sarah” by
her family).

“ couldn't think of & word for Y,

Vince's wife, Dorothy. Jo said folks in the seni
where Rosaria lives consider her a helpful “angel.”

she recalled. Her solution was the
word “yes,” ns in saying “yes” to car-
ing for your neighber, taking part in
the political process, protecting land
and tenching youth.

Digging into the creative well wes.
nothing new for Roaarin, She has pre-
served her art work and writings in
an album. Years ago, she would come
up with ideas for poems or songs
while ironing.

T hod a Jittle girl,” she snid, looking
at her daughter, Jo, now o Realtor liv-
ing in Brighton. “So I had lots of little
dresses with rufiles.”

ior apartment complex

Senior author pens poem, translation

Her husband Gaspare - better
known as “Rino™ — provided the inspi-
ration for her greatest literary chal-
lenge. A long-time customs inspector
and wine importer, he was educated
and experienced enough to have been
a collega professor when he immigrat-
ed to America, but instead took a job
working in a shop.

“He didn’'t learn English well
enough,” Vince explained. “He spoke
seven longuages, but he never mas-
tered English.”
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Dear Readers:

The kids arc back to schoo), prep sports is in
full swing and the new scasons for the Farm-
ington Community Theater and Farmington
Playera Barn are on tap, What better way to
keep up with what's happening in Farmington
and Farmington Hills than by subscribing to
the Farmington Qbserver,

The Obserer's fall render promotion also
offers a chance to win some exciting prizea in
addition to render premiums.

“When you subscribe to or renew your current
subscription to your hometown Observer now
through Sept. 30, you could win of the following
prizes.

B A weekend for two in Stratford, Ontario,
(Oct. 6-7 only) with accommodationa at The Vic-
torian Inn and tickets to see Twellth Night,
Willinm Shakespeare's great comedy of looking
for love in nil the wrong places. Tickets are also
included for “Inherit the Wind,” a gripping
courtroom drama in which religious faith and
scicnee meet hend-on, Lunch at the exclusive
Church Restaurant rounds out the package.

W Four tickets to any Ringling Bros.. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus performance Wednes-
dny through Sundny, Oct. 7-11, in Joe Louis
Arenn.

W Four tickets to any Disncy on Ice presenta
three classics fenturing Walt Disncy's Snow
\Vhile and the Seven Dwarfs, 101 Dalmatinna
and Dianey's The Little Mermaid playing Joo

Read your hometown Observer and win

Louis Arena, Wednesday through Sunday, Nov.
1

B Four VIP tickets to any regular senson
home game of the Plymouth Whalers at Com-
puware Sports Arena in Plymouth and a $50
gift certificate for dinner nt the Ginopoalis
Parthenon restaurant located insido the arena.

A six-month subscription is $25.50, annual
aubscription $61.00. Senior citizen rates avail-
able. Payment must accompany order, Promo-
tion cnds Sept. 80. Drawing will be held Oct. 1.
Winners will be notified by telephone Oct. 1

Call us at the Farmington Observer at (734)
591.0500 to subscribe or renew and be sure to
ask about our other reader premiums.

The Farm@ngton Observer delivers the very
best in local news, prep sports, entertainment,
retail and clnssificd advertising every Thursday
and Sunday. In addition, valuable manufactur-
cr's coupons are part of the Sunday Observer,

As alwayn, we care nbout our readers and
our advertising customers.

"I welcome your comments, You con call me at
, (734) 953-2100 or e-mail me nt srosick@oe.
homecomm.net

Sincerely,

rer e

Susan Rogick
Publisher

Opening night
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Gabfest: Rosie Alvarez (Jennifer Hoemke)
yaks on the phone as talent agent Albert
Peterson (Darren Dewitt) cringes in a
scene from “Bye Bye Birdie” opening
tonight on the North Farmington High
stage. See Hometown Life, C-5 for details
about this schools/communi t%‘ojcct.
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