tival features B.B. King
(above) 6 p.m. at DTE
Inergy Music Theatre,
Independence To:pnship.
Tickets $18.50-$39.50,
call (248) 645-6666.
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Lz, § K 5
Lloyd’s Blues Music Fes-

Detroit’s Cass Corridor
presents the 2001 Dally
In the Alley, a free out-
door street fair, art fair
and music festival 11
a.m. to 11 p.m. Judah
Johnson (above) is just
one of more than 40 per-
formers. See http:// dal-
lyinthealley.net

R S

- The Ann Arbor Blues and
Jazz Festival continues
with Madcat Ruth and
Shari Kane (above). Tick-
ets $20 advance, $25 at
the gate, $15 students at
the gate only with ID,

of spooky theatre

BY LINDA ANN ClIOMIN
STAFP WRITER
lehomin®oc.kemecommanet

athleen Ternes rushes across the stage with
seript in hand, Filling in for lead actress Kath-
ecn Warner is just part of her job as director

of Bell, Book and Candle.

an outsider attending the rehearaal, it might
seem ns if she's directed many times before. But the
Farmington Players production is Ternes' first
attempt, and she's determined to make it a success.

Written by John Van Druten, the romantic comedy
opens Friday, Sept., 14, in the West Bloomfield Civic
Center insido Barnes & Noble Booksellers.

“It’s kind of an casy show for a director to cut her
tecth on. I was an art director in my last job and felt
1 was well suited to gathering up a lot of information
and tying it nll together,” said Ternes, a Farmington
Hills resident now in her cighth season with the
Players.

Ternes mainly worked behind the scenes in make-
up, lighting and costumes until Inst scason when
she asstatant directed The Uninvited. Sho firat read
Bell, Book and Candle while serving on the theater
group's play-reading committee this spring.

“We wanted to do shows to holp sell tickets, When
I first read it, I thought it was funny,” said Ternes,
who works part time for SRO Productions as an
assiatant to the producer. *It was the basis for the
sitcom Bewitched, and I just loved it. I wanted it to
bo campy. Each character has the potential to ateal
the show."

Kevin Branshaw plnys the love interest smitten
by witch Gillian Holroyd. Set in the 1850s, the play
weaves n charming story about the two who form a
bond in spite of Gillinn's eccentric aunt, brother and
mystical eat.

“In my opinion Shepherd Henderson is kind of
dull, leading his life, just going along.” snid Bran-
shaw, who previously had roles in Lion in Winter
and The Uninvited. “He has a girlfriend and is sup-

Farmington Players
brew up an evening

Bl
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Smitten: Dircctor Kathleen Ternes cues Kevin Branshaw at a rehearsal

Book and Candle.” Branshaw plays the love interest of witch Gillilan Holroyd.

poscd ta be announcing their engagement when
Gillian (played by Warner of Troy) casts a spell on
him ond totally changes his life. Witches can't fall in
love because if they do, they lose their powers.”

Eventually Gillian admita to casting a spell on
Branshaw. Aunt Queenie (played by Marge Wetzel of
Farmington Hills) scizes the opportunity to have o
little fun.

“She's an eccentric, flamboyant witch,” said Wet-
zel, “She's the most fun character of the show. She
tends to have fun with her magic. My favorite scene
is with Shep. I'm taunting him. He's borderline hor-
rified to find out Gillian cast a spell on him. It's fun
and fantasy and flull. You don't have to think about
what lessons you should be learning. We laugh o
lat.” L - .

Like Aunt Qucenie, Andrew Young’s charncter,
Nicky Holroyd, enjoys stirring up trouble. Nicky is
Gillinn’s brother. He's working on
a book about witcheraft with
author Sidney Redlitch.

“Nicky's mischievous. His idea
of fun is to make a little troublé”
said Young, who became interest-
ed in theater in the enrly 1980s
while n student at Farmington
High Schoal. “He's & little shal-
low, but he has fun, He learns a
little something as the ploy goes
on.”

Fun is the main reason David

an}rocn bt
for “Bell,

It's maglc: Kathleen Warner sprinkles
magic dust on Kevin Branshaw to make
him fall in love with her.

It scems Gilkes can't say enough good things
about being a member of the Farmington Players,
oven though he admits each production “takes about
three months out of your life.”

“It's a big commitment,” said Gilkeas. "M}: daughter

Gilkes joined the Farmington

Players 11 years ago, Gilkes

plays the hord-drinking Redlitch.

| He's alao serves on the theater
group's board.

“I came nlong with my wife
Mnggie to an audition and read
for a part and was hooked,” said
Gilkes, n Farmington Hills resi:

thleen is

Farmington Players | stage manager. Sho start-
‘What: Prasent Bell, ook | ed at age 10 coming to
and Candie, John Van rehearsals and hung out
Druten's romantic comedy | with ua. It has been a

on: 8 p. 4F;Imqysm family affair”
urday, Sept. 14-15, 2122, .
2829 and Oct. 56, Thurs- :hf h?ﬁﬂff;&rﬂ%oz
day, Sept, 27 and Oct, 4, | €8 plann i

season with families in

and 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
16, 23 and 30

Where: West Bloomfield
Clvic Theater inside
Batnes & cble Book-

mind. It continues with
Habeus Corpus, a comedy,
Nov. 16 to Dec. 8; The
Rainmaker, a heart-

L SR ail AL o dent. *It's a closc-knit iza- selfers, 6800 Orchard i b.
children age 12 and - . tion Wo have galf outings and | Loke Rond, between 24 | Moreh 20 drama, Feb. 8 to
under free. Call(734) 763- Eccentric characters: Aunt Queenie (Marge Wetzel) and picnics and a Christmas party and 15 Mile. Once Upon a Mattress
TKTS, Nicky Holroyd (Andrew Young) stir up trouble in the where you can bring your Tickets: $13.Call(248) | Moy 3toduno 1 -

Farmington Players opening production.

grandchildren to see Santa.”

s )
The 51st annual Old Car
Festival kicks off with a
Grand Parade 10:30 a.m.
Saturday-Sunday, Sept,
8-9 at Greenfield Village,
20900 Oakwood Boule-
vard, Dearborn. The fes-
tivities continue to 5 p.m.
both days. Free with
admission to village
$8.50 to $14, children
under age 5 free. Call
(313) 271-1620.

hometownnewspapers.net

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
SPECIAL WIUTER

Onc of Brinn Vander Ark'a least
favorite musical genres is '80s metal.
But when the Verve Pipe singer was
approached to play » musician from
that era in the upcoming Mark
Wahlberg and Jennifer Aniston movie
+ Rock Star, he jumped at the chance,

*Oh my God, it was amazing,” Vander
Ark said about his experiences in the
Rerated film, which opens Sept. 7.

“I hated those bands in the '80s. 1
. hated hair bands. It was totally ngainst
* ahything that ! wanted to do musically

and lyrically. So when the opportunity
* aroso to actually bo able to tranaport
myself to 1886 and have a mullet for
threo months, I loved it.”

Rock Star (Warner Broa. Pictures)
tells the story of Chris Cole (Wahlberg)
who performa as part of Blood Pollu-
tion, & Stecl Dragon tribute band.
When Cole ia kicked out of his band, he
ia recruited by Steel Dragon to replace
its frontman.

Vander Ark, who plays Blood Pollu-
tion's bassist "Ricki,” is ono of several
musiciana who has roles in Rock Star.
Third Eye Blind's Stephan Jenkins,
Dokken's Jeff Pilson and Oxzy
Osbourne’s guitarist Zakk Wylde are

among the real-life rockers who appear

in the film.

Rock Star is Vander Ark’s first major
studio production, as his previous
cfforts were indie (licks such as Road
Kill and Mergers and Acquisitiona, This
time, the gig had a snowball effect. It

led to a twe-month run ns gun slinger
Charlie Bowdre in the La Jolla Play-
house’s production of The Cotlected
Works of Billy the Kid, written by The
Englich Patient author Michael
Ondoatje. Rock Star and the playhouse,

Rock band to ‘Rock Star': Verve Pipe vocalist Brian Vander Ark,

(far right) is featured in the film,

ock Star” with Mark

Vahlberg and Jennifer Aniston. The movie opens tomorrow.
53-2105

Verve Pipe’s ‘Rock Star’ takes to silver screen

located near San Diego, shared the
same casting dircctor. '

*It taught me to relax. The only way
you can became the character is to
relax or the entire production will fail.

Also, if it wasn't for Rock Star; the
paignant ballad “Colorful” wouldn't
exist, :
“They sent me the script and said, -
‘We need this Seattle-based grunge bal-
Iad for this character’ and they picked
mo on the strength of “The Freshmen,™
Vander Ark snid about the Verve Pipe's
biggest hit. :

He explained that writing e song for
n film was much easier than personal
tuncs'penned for o Verve Pipo record |
"because you already have the idea for.
tho atory laid out fer you.™

“You've got the characterization: You-
don't have to flush anything out really.
You dan’t have to be incredibly person-
al cither. So 1 think it's easier to take
this person and say, ‘OK, I'm going to
writo a song about him.”

. Busy month
Besides promoting Rock Star, Vander
Ark will be busy this month pushing
the Sept. 25 releaso of Underneath, the
Verve Pipe'a new album for RCA. (The
song “Colorful” appeara on the Rock

——Flease ves NOCK STAR, B3
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