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Residents, volunteers express concerns about Cafe, Mansion

BY SUE BUCK
BTAFF WRITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm,net

Sume residents of the commu-
nity and others who serve on the
*Warner Mansion Committoo
have publicly expressed both
their sntisfaction with the Cafe
on the Porch Serics and their
dissatiafaction with its abrupt
ending Aug. 30.

They made their comments at
Tuesday's Farmington City
Council meeting,

For many, Cafe on the Porch
wns a get-away, a chance to get
to know now friends, rekindle
old fricndships and pass along
snippets of Farmington history.

The city-owned, historical
mansion is located on Grand
River, west of Farmington Rond.

Farmington Mayor Bill Hart-
sock oxpressed his apologies for
the miscommunication which
ended the series about a week
earlier than planned. “Because it
is closed for the scason docsn's
menn it is gone,” Hartsock said.

Tracy Freeman, n docont at
the Warner Mansion read a lat-
ter from Brian Golden, who

scrvea on the Warner Mansion |

Committee. Golden couldn’t

attend tho meoting. (The full’

text of Golden's letter was sent
to the Farmington Observer and
in published among today’s lot-
ters to tho editor.)

Cheryl Blau, a Farmington
resident, cxpressed her pleasure

Jaycees to host wine
tasting Sept. 12

The Farmington Area Jaycces
are hosting a Wine Tasting
Socinl 7-9 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 12, at the Drakeshire
Apartments Clubhouse on the
south side of Grand River, just
enst of Drake.

For information, call (248)
477-JCCS or visit www.fajc.
freeservers.com.
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POLICE CALLS

GIRL IN THE STREET

A 4-ycar-old girl was discov-
cred walking in the middle of 12
Mile Road at 6:47 p.m, on Aug.
31, according to a Farmington
Hills police incident.report.

Police weroe called to the scene

by n motorist, Upon returning
the girl to her parents’ home on
Larson,-officers snid the parents
“appeared unconcerned,”

According to the incident
report, neighbors said the girl
and her 8-yenr-old sister are
often scen walking around the
neighborhood. Police said that
while they discussed the situa-
tion with the parents, officers
had to sk the 4-year-old to get
out of the strect and to put
ghoen on,

“Neither parent appeared too
concerned about the children'’s®
welfare or whereabouts,” the
reporting officor wrote.

BREAKIN

An iron mallet was used Sept.
1 to smash door glass at Mr, B's
Liquor and Deli, 38441 Grand
River, where cash and o carton
of cigarettes turned up missing.

According to the incident
report, police were alerted to the
brenk-in by a storc alarm at
2:31 n.m. Brsides the smashed
door, police found boxes of
cigarettes nnd liquor spitled on
the floor and the mallet behind
a counter,

Police cnllecled ﬂngerpnnl.s at
the seene.

CAR KEYED

A Fnrrmnﬁtnn,ﬂnlln police offi-
cer discovered his car keyed -in
the lot of 47th District.Court
nbout 2 p.m. Aug. 29, He found

an arced scratch about thrée |

inches long, on the driver's side
door below the handle.
INTERNET PHOTOS
A West Bloomfield womnn and
. hairdresser filed a police report
stating that o Farmington man
+ sho dated taped their sex oct in
Mny. Parta of the video recently
turned up on the Internet. Also
* copies of tlw tape were sont to
the womnn's clients. She asked
police not to contact her
boyfriend or his friend.
She will contact her attorney
to file a civil suit.
BLIGKT
Farmington Ordinanre Officor
John Konscol wrote an ordi.
nance violation Inst week to a
homeowner on Lilnc St.rect for
blight.

i
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with the Cafe on the Por!:h sum-
mer series, Her entire family —
husband and two children —
cnjoyed the weckly event and
what she called its vibrancy. Tha
event drew about 40 people
weekly.

“It became the highlight of our
summer life as a family,” Blau
said.

She said she visited the muse-
um st the Warner Mansion
about 12 years ngo and “that
was it, It Jacked life, energy and
spirit.”

The summer event drew out

the community, she said.

Some concern was genersted
after the Farmington City Coun-
il spoke with docent Linda Hor-
vath at a recent study session
meeting. The council is consider-
ing “hiring” Horvath as a part-
time director/curator.

Preservation

At that mecting, Horvath com-
mented about better preserving.
the muscum contents and pre-
venting wear and tear on the
mansion, to which some have
endeared thomselves and called
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their community *home.”

The message came across
clearly that mansion committee
members want a stake in its
future and ere willing to put in
the timo and heart.

“Perhaps if wo are just on the
porch and not in the manslon, a
compromise would be made,”
Blau said.

Striking the delicate balance
of preacrvation versus utilization
in the city’s goal, Hartsock said.

Ellen Abdou, a mansion volun-
teer who served on the Warner
Mansion Development Commit-

tee, anid, “We realize the monu
are small and entertuining can't
be done in the mansion, We
want to help the mansion sus-
tain itself financinlly. There's a
volunteer care of people who
need to feel a closeness. The anly
way people get to know the man-
sion nnd to become volunteers is
to be here.”

Committee member Valerie
Kno! urged the city council to
consider the expertise which
already exists among the volun-

teera.
“Use this expertise rather

than making the dueinnn on
your own,” Knol said, “We would
like to meet (Horvath).”

Knol, too, mentioned her dis-
appointment at tho abrupt end- .
ing. I was saddened by what' *
happened last Tuesday,” Knol
snid. "People drove from Warren
and Detroit. People were incon-
venienced. Why couldn't it Ju-t
continue for another mon .

The city will do a total assess- ~
ment of the mansion, Hartsock
said. He added Cafe on the
Porch was intended to end by
Labor Day.
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L. . police report, he
that on May 14, he gave a wamn-
ing hecnulu the homeowner
failed to Cin--.J or keep inside
old Jrea, etc.

Also o van pm‘ked at the resi-
dence isn't considered “roadwor-

thy" because it is unlicensed,

necds a brake liner, and trans-
i mission work,
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