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Hills woman on Israeli mission when terrorists struck

Eighty members of the Jewish
Federation of Metropolitan
Detroit were on ¢ mission in
Israel when.the terroriat attacks
on America occurred. Here Jean-
nie Weiner of Farmington Hills
recounts that day,

was with a group of Michi

day terrorists changed the face
of America, Being awny from
homo at the time of this horrific
crime was both surreal and
painful, However, cell phoncs
connecting us to friends and
family and the overwhelming
love and support fmn‘l Israoclis

citizena on a solidarity mis-
sion in lIsracl on Sept. 11, the

provided us a lovel
of much necded comfort.
Terror hos becomo a way of life

En route: Buses take the Michigan group to the central
Galilee near Nazareth.

M ‘The shock and sensitivity of the Israelis
demonstrated the irony of a world turned upside

down.'

Jeannie Weiner.

Jewish Federation of Metro Detroit

in Israel. Every day prior to and
during our stay, terrorist attacks
oceurred causing cither death or
injury. Usually these attacks
oceur to ordinary citizens going
nbout their business. Just prior
to the Sept. 11 terroriam in New
York and Washington, a kinder-
garten teacher and n former tour
puide driving in Isrncl were shot
to death in their car,

Like those in Washington,
D.C., New York and Pennsylva-
nia, their fate was based on
being in the wrong place at the
wrong time.

On Sopt. 11, our two buses
had stopped at a junction on the
woy to the central Galilee near
Nazareth. We were having an
jce erenm break prior to a visit
to the Michigan Jewish commu-
nity's Parinership Region.
Israclis in the Galilec were
preparing n festive picnic with
entertainment. They were wel-
coming us as Americans showing
aolidarity to Israclis who have
heen subject to constant terror
in the past year. The terror has
resulted in the near stappage of
tourism to Israel. Christian,
Jewish and Muslim holy sites
are quiet. Each Israeli we saw

atopped to toll ua that they
deoply appreciated our coming at
this difficult time.

At the junction on Sept. 11, a
woman driving her car on the
highway happened to sce our
buses, She turned around and
got out. Stopping a woman from
our group she asked what we
wero doing in lsrael. When she
learned that we had come from
Michigan in solidarity with
Israel she thanked us and began
to ery. Fifty minutes later,
Israclis were consoling us as the
news came from a television set
carrying CNN live.

By the time we reached the
planned celebration in our Part-
nership Region in the Galilee,
the shock nnd sensitivity of the
Israelis demonstrated the irony
of a warld turned upside dowa.
The welcoming event went on
but it was subdued. The music
was changed to include songs of
peace and offors came from
everyone for the use of phones to
call the U.S. Israelis understand
the need to speak with friends
and family at times of terror.

The next day, the Israeli gov-
ernment called for a day of
mourning. Somber music played

on the nirways and flags flew at
half-staff.

Israelin also know about living
life in spite of terrorism. Isracli
life i an example that events
proceed in spito of threats and
duily terror. Wae felt safe and we
were anfo in laracl. Citizens
there ore vigilant. Packages are
not allowed to be left unattend-
ed, Unnattended packages arc
picked up and blown up, if neces-
sary. Bags are checked prior to
entering shopping malls. Air-
ports, airplanca and poassengers
are carefully checked, Busi-
nesses are open, weddings and
vacations occur each day.

Lessons for all

The need for “business as
«usual” is important and it is o
lesson for all of us. Terrorists
want to cause fear, destruction
and @ change in lifestyle, but we
cannot allow them to change us.
‘We must continue to fly, take
our vacations and proceed with
our livea; but we should do so
carefully by watching out for
each other, by being vigilant and
aflowing security measures that
make us all safe.

The strength of America has
always been its ability to perse-
vere and respond to adversity.
We arc a boisterous nation but
we have been naive. Terrorists
have told us that they would
wage war on “western culture”
but we didn't pay attention. The
cost of getting our attention has
been too high, but allowing them

Jeannle Weiner

to couse us to live in fear would
be higher yet.

At times, we cried an this trip
to Israel. But we witnessed the
strength of community ond
friends who caro for cach other.
We observed a country at war
with terror but unwilling to bend
in fear. Coming home we were
touched by the El Al attendant
who welcomed us to a silent and
closed Kennedy Airport. When *
we landed prior to the beginning -
of the Jewish Snbbath and High
Holy Days, the attendant
announced through the loud- -
speaker, “Ladies and gentle-
man. Welcome to New York.
Shalom. (Peace). God Bleas
America!”

Farmington Unitarian Church gets a new pastor to lead flock

BY MARY RODRIQUE
ATAFFP WHITER

The Rev. Alexander Rieget will
be installed officially as pastor of
the Universalist Unitarian
Church of Farmington at 6:30
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 14, but recent
events have already put him
firmly at the helm.

He arrived from Bostch on
Sept. 1. Over the past weck, he
participated in an interfaith
community service to mourn vie-
tima of tho terrorist attacks and
1ast Sunday, he led his own con-
gregation in a memorial service
that included members placing
small white flags on church
grounds.

Worldwide losses

“They're white flags because
they represcnt the loss of citi-
zens from all over the world,” he
soid.

A banner nearby proclaims a
quote by a 13th century Sufi
mystic “to show solidarity with
peace loving Arabs throughout
the world,” he said, And children
in the Sunday school program
created a wreath that is also
part of the display along Halsted

ological studies from Harvard
Divinity Schoo). He'a currently
working on a doctoral thesis
from Andover-Newton Theologi-
cal Schaol, pursuing the question
of religion in the 21st Century.

A native of Saline and gradu-
ate of the University of Michigan
with a hachelor’s degree in phi-
losophy, he and his wife, Kim,
also a Michigan native, wanted
to come home, The family also
includes stop-daughter Ariana,
11, and son Preston, 2.

Friday at 7:30 p.m. Riegel will
givo a lecture at the church on
Just War Theory.

“I have a personal interest and
background in the theory of just
use of force botween nations,” he

said.

“It's not clear that another
nation was behind this (terror-
ism). The theory stands to be
challenged here. It's good to dis-
cuss that.”

The lecture will be followed by
a question and answer period.

The Farmington Unitarian
Church draws from a wide geo-
graphic aren, he noted.

“We have no creed. We got
Christians, Jews, Hindus, Bud-

tic bend to his Humaniam.

. “In New England, it was a
large Jewish contingent, with
more a theistic God imnge. Here,
that doesn't tend to be the case.”

For a better understanding of
Universal Unitarianism the
church has n Web site: www.
uufarmington .org.

There are two Sunday ser-
vices, at 8 and 11 a.m., each with
Sunday school.

Services include a musical pre-
lude, a message for children —
who are dismissed after 20 min-
utes to their own Sunday school,
u reading, moment of silence and
then o sormon, which Riegel
chiractérizes as “the vast major-
ity of the focus. We're very ser-
mon oricnted.”

High attendance

He said attendance has been
“quite high, portly because I'm
new and because of the crisis.”

The church has a Socinl Cen-
cerns committee and in January,
there will be a new adult reli-
gious education program. Next
Sunday, he will speak on forgive-
ness.

h of iver. dhists, Humanists,” he said. “Can we forgive and retalinte?
"%&g:,.“ﬂ,%:ﬁmh which “Hero there ia predominantly o Why do we forgive?,” he said,
has 220 adult bers, is the. H ist phil hy that focus- adding “Unitarinn Universalism
third Unitari tion the ¢€8on inl human allows freedom from the pulpit.

minister will shepherd, Tho first
two were in Massachusetts,
whero ho also obtained two mas-
ter's degrees jn divinity and the-

It doesn't look to transcendent
sources to solve humnn prob-
lems.”

Riegel admits to a strong mys-
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Fleld of dreams: White flags, a peace wreath and this banner are in front of the Uni-

versalist Unitarian Church of Farmington.

June, but Ricgel said he will
move toward year-round ser-

vices, The church staff includes
an administrator and a dircctor
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information, call (248) 478-7272.

U.S. SAVINGS BONDS
The Great American Investment

For the current rate, call
1-800-US-BONDS

Your gulde to Fall Getaways
« Cider Mlils « Orchards
» Hayrides « Pumpkin Paf
+ Haunted Hous
o And the llst goes onl!
This Is Fall Fun for
Everyonelil

r more informatlon
about advertising,
please contact
Rich at 734-953-2069

Cider Mill

CIDER FEST » Scpt 29 U 30

Weekend Hayrides and
Pory Rades
Group Hayndes by

A Py & Prenic Aros
OPEN 7 DAYS o-b

8 634-8981 Holly




