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- Officers: Sandra Jaffa
-and Rusty Rosman in the
Sinai Guild’s new office.
Sinai Guild: For almost
50 years, this group has
dedicated itself to raising
money and finding volun-
teers for various medical -
causes. The guild has a
new home.in Farmington
Hills. See HomeTown
Life/C-1

Tree House trouble: The
Meinke family is likely
headed for court again
over their urban garden
and cement planters./ A6

Let the games begin: A
heated mayoral race
spurs local politics./ A8

McNamara speaks: Wayne
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the airport./A9
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Hills ple drops $10M

O

By KEVIN BROWN
STAVP WRITER .
kbrown@oc.homecomm.not

A $10 million suit against the City of
Farmington Hills filed by o resident
who alleged mistreatment by police,
fire and city officials has been with-
drawn.

“Its not o good time to be eriticizing

the police and the fire department,

Torn between the heroism of East Coast fire-
ﬁghters and police and their own allegations
harassment and abuse of power, Mark and
Teresa Gordanier have withdrawn a lawsuit
against the city, fire and police departments.

snid Mark Gordonier, referring to the
Sopt. 11 tragedy and the outpouring of-
respect for firefighters and police offi-
cers.

Last week, ho dropped the U.S, Dis-
trict Court auit filed in January.

“We thought long and hard about it
over the last month, Wa're just torn
between what's going on out there and
the uphill battle we have against

Farmington Hills and. their police and
fire department,” ho said.

The withdrawal of the suit was
announced at the regular Farmington
Hills city council meeting Monday. *I'm
glad that it's beon withdrawn and dis-
missed,” said City Manager Steve
Brock.

In filing the suit earlier this year,
Gordanier criticized “the incestuoua
relationships” at city hall,

His dissatisfaction with the city gov-
ornment began when he was ques-
tioned by firefighters after a 1998 fire
at his housd, which his attornoy said
was caused by a wiring short in a
power mower, Later, Gordanier

Peacenlks: Peer Mediators Erin Cahill, Anna Karana, Dana Harper, Anne-Marie Pop, Lucy
Fricher and Lorrine Zoma pose with the school’s peace flag, which flies in front of Wood Creck.

Lifesavers
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Wood Creek’s goal is
peaceful solutions

By SUE BUCK
BTAFP WRITER
sbuck@oc.homecomm.net

Taking responsibility for actions
and using studicd solutions is funda-~
mental in the Lifesavor Peace Pro-
gram at Wood Creek Elementary.

“We have a very diverse popula-
tion,” said Principal Berna Ravitz.
“We are probably 73 porcent cthnic
and linguistic minority with 34 differ-
ent languages including English.
When you have such a diverse back-
ground, you have the possibility of
conflict, because people see things
from different perspectives.”

There'a a positive side, though, “It
makes for increased opportunities for
understanding,” said Polly Meyers

Bachrouche, coordinator of the Stu-
dent Assistanca Program. As a coun-
sclor, ahe helped facilitate the pro-

am,

Ravitz, who's been principal at
‘Wood Creck Elementary for aix years,
was trained in conflict resol at
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lawsuit

charged police did not adequately
investigate a break-in at his house,
among other incidents. Further, the
state equalized value of his house was
doubled after it was restored. The SEV
was reduced when he complained to
the tax tribunal.

“I'm still very disappointed the poor
behavior of the police doyartment con-
tinues. The councit and mayor in my
opinien are afraid of Chief (William)
Dwyer,” Gordanicr charged.

To illustrate, he pointed to a recent
complaint made by another resident
that police tried to charge him with a

Bombings
put school
trips on hold

H Citing safety concerns,
Farmington Public Schools
has suspended all school-
sponsored field trips inside
and outside the country, in
the wake of Sunday’s over-
seas attacks. -
By SUE BUCK
STAFP WRITER
shuckdoe.homecomm.nct

Farmington School Superintendent
Bob Maxficld announced Tucaday that
he was canceling all school-sponsored
ficld trips insido and outside of tho

country, in the wake of overseas bomb-.

ings initiated Sunday.

About n dozen trips could bo nffect- .

ed, Maxfield snid.

*“Wo had wanted in the worst way to -

be able to say we would do business as
we had continued to do it, that with
precautions, all of our activities would
go on,” Maxfield said, “It was n deci-

Pleuse see TRIPS, A6

GRIP 2001:
Somebody
needs you

M Guest speaker Larry Bell
uried parents and students
alike to speak up, connect
with one another and
remember their communi-
ty's most important asset is
respect.

BY SUE BUCK

STAFF WRITER

sbuck@oc.homecomm.net

Somebody needs you.
'I"hnt.'n the message Larry Bell, a

the Center for Poace and Conflict
Studies at Wayne State University in
Detroit.

Sho also has experience at Green-
field Union, a school at Seven Mile
Road and Woodward in Detroit, which
had & conflict resolution program. It
was a successful program,” Ravitz
said. "Kids just never fought.”

The day after the Sept. 11 tragedy

1 moti 1 speaker and for-
mer teacher, brought to a group of
about 60 who showed up for an
evening session of GRIP 2001 on Oct.

3.
GRIP stands for Gencrations
Responding to Isaues and Problems.
*Unity in the community,” was Bell's
mantra for about an hour at the
Costick Activities Center on 11 Mile
Road in Farmington Hills. He Jed an

Plense see PEACE, A4

Awards honor city’s beauty

By SUE BUCK
STAFF WAITER
sbuck@oc.homecomm.net
Farmington Mayor Bil)l Hartsock and

Chamber of Commerce Exceutive
Director Carleigh Flaharty rovealed
the two highest Farmington Beautifi-
cation awards at an Oct. 2 ccremony
held at the Gov. Warner Mansion.

-Dr, Jeffrey Zanetti, a dentist at

31904 Grand River, was honored by
Hartsock, while Shelley Raymond,
owner of Baker Street Draperies
received Floharty’s nod on behalf of the
Chamber,

“It’s alwaya beon my dream to bo my
own boss and have my own office,”
Zanetti said, “I want to thank the peo-
ple c!‘Faningtcn‘ Thia is my dream
come true.

Raymond moved her custom
drapery shop from its ninc-

year location on Grand River
to Oakland Strect this year,
She faced somo opposition from
residents when she requested
that the property be rezoned
from residential to commercial.

“I was surprised nnd hon-
ored,” Raymond said of the
award, “The city rezoning was
n grueling process. T!u_) city

was very p

:Ua_vor‘s Trophy to Jeffrey, Leslie,
Left, Baker Street Draperies won

Farmington Mayor Bill Hartsock (right) presents the

ive oxerciso by instructing cach
Plcasc see GRIP, A2
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Alex and Margaux Zanetti,
the Chamber award.




