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. After seven years with Ben
Folds Five, the pianoman left his
pamesake band in pursuit of a
solo carcer. Just one year later,
the Australian-transplanted Ben
Falds offers up Rockin’ The Sub-
urbs, an album reminiscent of
carly Ben Folds Five. Still carry-
ing Fold's signature ability to
take unforgettable snapshots of
everyday life and add catchy pop
hooks, Rockin' The Suburbs won't
disappoint fans who mourned the
break up of Ben Folds Five last
year and craved something more
from this quirky, comical music
mastermind.

1t's time to meet a whole new

cast of characters — thoy look like
you're friends, neighbors and
family, From the hilarious title
track that lnments a “white boy's
pain® to songs about saying good-
bye to a lifelong career (Fred
Jones part II), being stood up
(Annic Waits), the impending
death of rock and birth of elec-
tronica (Zak and Sara) and even
the chronicles of a hippio growing
up (The Ascent of Stan), this is

pure Folds — setting the scenes of .

suburban America as you know

it

“I always kind of felt 1 could
probably play music if that’s
what I wanted to do,” said Folds
in a recent intervirw. “I remem-
ber my father loading this
upright piano into the house

when I was 9. I lay awake all
night thinking ‘I could do this
and I could play that.’ When I sat
down to play, I couldn’t do any of
it

Years later, he's known for tak-
ing a baby grand piano on the
road with him. Not much has
changed since tho break up last
year with fellow Fivers Darren
Jessee and Robert Sledge, he
said, “Nothing against tho guys,
hut its a nice change of pace. The
guys in the band are all really
positive right now.”

One big change on this record,
Fold’s second solo cffort, waa the
influence of a new producer, Ben
Grosse (Filter), who managed to
capture Fold's distinct sound. “He
was willing to go to Australia and

he's really good,” said Folds of the
collaboration. “I think he's kind
of a porfectionist, I always
thought I was,”

Grosse waan't the only one
interested in working with Folds,
Weird Al Yankovic signed on to
direct the video for the titlo track,
Rockin’ the Suburbs, “He's the
lenst weird person I'vo over met
in the music business,” said Folds
who counts Weird Al videos like
Fat and Amish Paradise among
his favorites. “He is just a very
straight up, nice guy.”

Ben Folds should know. If you
missed him at Clutch Cargo
recently, fear not, Rockin’ The
Suburbs is avallable in record
stores now. Check out www.ben-
folds.com.

Ben Folda
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