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“A trip to Ontario proves rewarding

BY Pam HOUGRTON
BPECIAL WRITER

n keeping with the tradition of

tho driving vacation, my hua-
band, two kids and I explored a
section of Ontarfo, Canada,
where rural ruled. Armed with
nothing but o AAA Trip Tik and
a vegue idea of our destination,
we crossed the Blue Water
Bridge in Port Huron to Canadn
and headed north on Provincial
Routa 21 along-the eastern const
of Lake Huron.

A few Google searches on the
Intornot and word-of-mouth
from a couple of frienda before-
hand pointed us'ln t?o direction
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I: Inglis Falls.

of the Bruce F The baso
of the peninsula is roughly par
allel with Traverse City; the
northernmost area, not as far
north as Mackinaw, The penin-
gula is home to the Bruce Trail,
a sometimes rough, rocky hiking
trail with limestone cliffs that
runs along the Georgian Bay
coastline,

Since we had no reservations
‘and fow inklings of where to
stay, wo scttled on Owen Sound.

water.

The town, sct picturesquely
around a U-shaped harbor, is
worth visiting for the uniquely
Canadian storefronts that inhab-
it the town — arts and crafts
shops with authentic North
Amerfcan Indinn merchandlee,
clothing shops touched by
charming ethnicity, and cafes
and restaurants that cater to a
variety of i

Howover, an annual
called the Summerfolk Music
Festival drow such a hugo week-
end crowd that all the local
hotels, motels and bed and
bronkfasts were sold out, We
were diverted to Wiarton, a
small town less than 30 miles
north by the Ontario Tourist
Board {(a quick roaming call
away). There, wo stoyed at the
Pacific Hotel where we received
very basic accommodations but it
beat sleeping in the van,

After a night of tentative sleep
and brenkfast at the local diner,
we drove north to Tobormory.
There, you can take ferrics to
several different islands that
separate Luke Huron from the
other aide of the water, the love-
ly Georgian Bay. One of the
iplands is called Flowerpot
Island for the intriguing rock
formations that closely resemble
that of your every day flowerpot.
The island is acceasible by a
glass-bottomed boat tour where

. tho water is so clear they say you
rcon see a number of old ship-
«Ivrecked bonts underneath the

Provincial parks

Further south, wo stopped at
Cyprus Lake Hiking Trails, one
of the many well-maintained
provincial parka throughout the
peninsula. The park, o fow miles
off the main road, had several
links to the Bruce Trail. We
parked our car and got a map
from the park cmployees in the
tourist office who recommond
three hiking trails depending on
the type of hiker you are.
Beeause of the age of our chil-
dren, we chose the shortest trail,
30 minutes to the shoreline,

Wo walked through a dense,
quiet forest with tall pine trees
and the oceasional surprise
sound of an animal brushing
against the foliage, alternating
between a dirt path sprinkled
with pino ncedles, and wood
planks constructed specifically
for the trail. The silenco was
cerie but welcoming, Ae we
drew closer to the end of our
trail, we heard the sound of the
Georgian Bay waves rushing the
shore. As we emerged, wo navi-

gated a very rocky shore poth -
small boulders, rock slabs, small
groups of rocks packed tightly
togother - until we got close to
the water. There wo languished
in the natural boauty of the
rough, pristine water as it hit
the jogged edges of the shoro,
and the sounds of wind-soaked
ailence.

The music festival in Owen
Sound concluded, freeing up
space in the hotels there. Wo
spent the next several nights at
the local Days Inn, which we
used o8 a base for day trips. Wo
drove back to Wiarton to visit a
conservation aron where we
explored Bruca's Caves. Another
hike through another thick for-
cst on 8 domp trail led us to a
serics of cavea.

I was expecting stalactites,
stalagmites and a tour guide,
but instead you are Jeft on your
own to navigate through caves
inhabited by tho ever-present
rocks. We found ourselves gin-
gerly climbing up and down the
rocks as we entered and exited
each cave - one must be careful
to uso those rocks firmly in place
- beware of tho wigglers.

We also visited Inglis Falls
Conscrvation Area, located just
south of the city. There, we
admired the view of a dramatic
waterfall ns it surged from the
natural carve of limestone cliffs
and walked another quieter path
along the river. You can view the
waterfall from several vantage
points - across the river, behind
the waterfall and as a fow visi-
tors did, the bottom at the base
of the river. Our son, fascinated

by the strength and fury of the’

cascading water, wanted to get a
bit too close to tho water - it took
the strength of two parents to
hold him back,

We found the rural environ-
ment and accessibility to outdoor
activitiea in this part of Canada
a welcome intrusion into our
busy lives. It'a not bad to take a
few moments to experience
something that's not typieal of
evary day reality. After all,
there's nothing like getting in
touch with one’s inner hiker,
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A TEMPORARY FIX!

When was tha last time you did a fantastic [ob cteaning your
bathroorm, only to realize the tub still looked less than statlas?
If the finlsh on your bathtub is chipped, peeling, faded or
permanently stalned, no amount of cleanser and scrubbing

Bl BATHTUB LINERS

DISCOVER THE AWFUL TRUTH
ABOUT REGLAZING... IT’S ONLY

will do the jab. The bathlub needs 1o be fixed.

Reglazing is an option, but onty a tamparary one. There's no
guarantes the finish won't go bad again. Also, tha reglazing
process is ditficult and Involves many dangerous chemicals,

The bathtub could be replaced, but thera s even

more mess Involved, not to mention the

INCREDIBLY
INEXPENSIVE!

For a limited time only, bathtub finers
8re on sala from $389° Installed. Four
plece systams, which include tub finer,
wall sutround and 3 plece Bathwall
lem ata on sale from $1295¢¢
Instalied, That's about 25-75% less
than the cost of replacing an old tub
and ceramic tiles which averags about
$3,000-$5,000 and mora!

COMPLETE LINE OF:

« Bathtub Liners » Shower Liners

» Bath Wall Systams » Shower Doors »

Vanles « Ceramic Tile Floors

» Delta Bathroom Fixiures

3343 Bl sralght hrest. (Farmed Searz,
dralajoverKem, coler o W6ISHE

dape)

*$1295 Incledes s 2ipht 1z e xad 3 pc. bk
ol syzime. (Farwed faery, colet,

Budget—

BATHTUB LINERS

Livonia . Aon Athor
734-266-6200 734-827-2233

[¢hrome Showet Doors or.
#tta Chrome Shower Fixts
d:ﬁﬂﬂmm

g WHAT’S THE
AMAZING ALTERNATIVE?

There [s & bettar solutlon to your bathtub blues. Oos of the
hottast trends In bathroom ramodeling, bathtub Yiness and bath wall

systems fit over not only existing bathtubs and shower bases, but also ceramic

betwreen whal

vaalls In rnur tub area and bathraom. That means less mess and less time
your baihroom looks lika now and a completely new appearance.

MANY GHOICES...TOUGH AS NAILS!

Saven colors and faux marble finishes are avatlable a!onﬁ with & campiete line of

Delta and Kohler fixtures.. All of our balhtub liners and wal
DR/ABS Owens Corning High Impact Ac
the same material football helmats and bowling bialls ase made from and

are al

surrounds are mada of
rylic and carry a lifetime warvanty. Thisis
he llners
bout three times the thickness ol those found at home Improvemant stores
and are guaranteed 10 retain theit finish and not chip or peel,

can usually be completed s just ese g;l

CHECK THE BUDGET ABDVANTAGE:

Tough acryic won't chip, crack or fede. (823 The glossy acnyfic is non-gorous 208
Classic neutral eolor choxes. dozs not ma%rmn of :::Idam mildew.

s cleaning wih sateceaners. (2] Aeryfc s scratchresistat, te fishcan

Perfect 1 over cid tub. aksq be polished for an uttra-shine.

[32] Highly atfordable. (2] Optional nan-s!ip bottom promates home salety
Lifetime NON-PRORATED Transferable Warranty

L

In Park Toledo
313-382-8100 419-886-4211

1 ‘800'BATHTUB( 28-4882)
[Vish Our Baastit Showroums...OPEN MOK. - SAT. 9.8; SUN. 175

2 el
Visit Our Beavtifu Showrooms...OPEN MO/ 1. §-8; SUN. 115 E:l

25170 Joha R. « Madison Heights » 248-546-8300 =
frosse Pointe

incoln se Dearborn
313-882-4454 313.561-7789
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