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Splral Stairs teaches Indie Rock 101

When Pave-
ment disbanded
in 2000, indic
rock fans wore
left clutching
thoir copies of
Terror Twilight,
knowing it
would be a trea-
sured swan
song.

Stephen Malk-
mus ventured out whh his solo
record last spring, proving he
could make it on his own. Now
Spiral Stairs, brainchild of Pave-
ment's most anthemic musical
moments, takes his turn at the
head of the class.
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‘Proston School of Industry

forces the spotlight on Berkley,
Californin's Scott Knnnberg (nka
Spiral Stairs), and he isn't
flinching.

“I guess it kind of really came
together after the end of Pave-
ment,” he said during a phone
interview Monday, Oct. 22, “It
wae six months after tho last
Pavement tour that Stephen.
quit. By that time, I was writing
songs. I wanted to do something
of my own. I started working on
it and had this creative burst of
cnergy.”

‘Working from a few Pavement
leftovers and with a completely
new group of musicians — some
he'd mot soon after the band's
split — Spiral Stairs debuted the

Splral Stalrs Is listening t0...
& The Shins
W Super Furry Animals
M Beulah
W The, Strokes
M The White Stripes
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performing again. While
Kannborg considers it “a little
weird” and “a little frightening”
to be onstage with a now band,
he's about to embark on a 4-
weok American tour.

Just back from Europe, music
fans seem to be flocking to Pre-
ston School of Industry. The
nameo is derived from a reform

new project with an EP and fol-
lowed up with All This Sounds
Gas, on Pavement’s label Mata-
dor Records in August.

Kannberg know he neceded
help with his solo project - after
all he doesn't play pedal steel or
trombone which are both fea-

school near Stockton, Calif. “It
was home to dolinquent boys

tured instruments. He brought
in Oranger's Jim Lindsay on
drums and former Creeper
Lagoon basaist Dan Carr.

And os d, the record

back in the 50s. Merle Haggard
went there.”

.And the intentions of this new
band of dulmqucnta? Spiral
Stnfrs mmcd to write “a good

P

wins comparisons to his provious

ork. “I wans kind of scared of
that,” he admitted. Now ho feels
it's therapeutic to be writing and

shioned rock record,” Per-
haps relying a little more on the
pop eloments he's got down, the
band succecds. Songs like Mon-
key Heart and the Horse's Leg
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Scott Kannberg, akn Spirat Stalrs

and Solitaire stand out in pop,
glory. The band just completed &
video for the single Falling -
Aray, an casy-to-spot hlghhght
on this record.

“The concept is very mmple.
This guy —who is me — wakes up
and starts crawling around.”*
During the course of the shoot,
he was dressed up as REM'M
Peter Buck, Echo and the Bun-}
nymen's Will Scrgeant and Thel
Curo's Robert Smith, each which 2
mirror the influences in the:
song. *It's a pretty funny video,” ;
he added. -

An'd when he's not performing,
he's still running & amall inde->
pendent label, Amazing Grease
Records, heme to Oranger, The !
Moore Brothers and more. As for -
Preston School of Industry, the -
band is looking forward to-:
returning to tho Detroit areal
- Coney dogs and all. *The
crowds in Detroit are alway
some of the best crowds in Amer-
ica," anid Knnnberg. s

Learn more about Preston:
School of Industry, when they %
visit with The Shins and The?
Standard opening the shotw, 8
p.m. Saturday, Nou. 3, to the:
Magic Stick, Detroit. Tickets for -
this 18 and oldcr concert are Sll) .
Call (248) 645-6666.

For more on PSOI, wuu.
www.matadorrecords.com or:
www.amazinggrease.com M

Stephanie Angelyn Casola -+
writes about popular music for N
the Observer & Eccentric News- 3
papers. She can be reached at
(734) 953-2130 or c-mail at sca- -
s0la® oe.h
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Cllmb aboard the Hogwarts. Express and embark |
. - on a night of magic and dlscovery with. a :
-special movie premler :
‘ “Harry PoH'er and Sorcerer’s Sfone
v : : A benefit for Detrolt © = | }

Diacovery Museum

At the “Grand Opening™

. of the NEW

on]u reup a COBHIME and dress ss a favorite
character from “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone™
Prizes will be awarded for the best costumes and for
ners of the Harry Potter irivia contest.

’.'.Harry Potter movie premler and adw 'l'u

at the NEW Uptown Palladium 12 5.3
250 N. Old Woodward Avanue in Blrmingha
@ blocka north of Blrmlngham Theater}

.Friday,’ November 16, 2001

Uptown Palladium:
.In Birminghamaon - ! _
November 16th

. Speclal movie premle
and adventure

begins at 7 p.m.;

. Sample a banque‘l‘ ol‘ pcﬂans and :
. dessertn from Hogwarta

., soft drink and popcorn served to all Hogwartn

: Expresu ﬂckef holdem. ;

Kitchen.! medium - |

:
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Museum. orpaniza
t children’s museurn in Detrovt. 1t Is our goal to provide the children of the
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