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Lest we forget: Post
offices and banks will be
closed Monday in obser-
vance of Veterans Day.
City Halls will be open.

Farmington Hills City
Councll: Newly elected
Mayor Nancy Bates and
council members Jerry
Ellis, Jon Grant and
Cheryl Oliverio will be
sworn in before Monday
night'’s regular meeting,
which begins in council
chambers at 7:30 p.m.
The regular agenda
includes a public hearing
on the vacation of Clariv-
iew Drive and Clairview
Court, a request to trans-
fer ownership of a Class C
licensed business on Golf
Point, consideration of a
special ordinance to con-
vey city property and an
ordinance amendment
regarding sewer dis-
charges. City Hall is
located at Orchard Lake
and 11 Mile roads.

Hllls Planning Commils-
sion: Public hearings on
Planned Unit Develop-
ment plans for Lowe’s
Home Center and proper-
ty on the north side of
Grand River east and
west of Waldron Road
will be on the commis-
sion’s agenda. The meet-
ing, which is broadcast
on Channel 8, begins at
7:30 p.m.
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Sleep-deprived high school students:
who catch their zzzzs during first hour
may be able to set their biorhythmic
clock right, if 8 new committeo concurs
with studies of school starting times.

The committco was appointed this
week by Farmington School Superin.
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Farmington, / Famiington Hifls, Michigan

on Schools has formed a committee
charged with looking at the impacts of delay-
ing school start times to give students an
extra hour of sleep every day. A forum will be
held in Walled Lake on Nov. 12.

tendent Bob Maxfield. An organization-
al meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Nov, 12, at the Farmington Train-
ing Center, 33000 Thomas.

School superintendents have dis-
cussed the issuo of delnying start times
for some time after they lenrned sover-
al school districts in the Minneapolis,
Minn., made the change with reported-
1y positive results,
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Shuld kids start school later?

tee include parents who heve
expressed intercat about tho subject in
the past, Maxfield said, There's ele-
mentary, middle scheol and high school
rnprcncntnti(‘m. Student Round Table
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Boards in"Lansing could find no other
achool district in tho state that has
made a time change decision based on
this data. Maxficld also says he knows
of none but points to the success in

5 d one dent from
each high school.

“There was no particular brilliant
way of doing it,” he said when nsked
about criteria used.

Maxfield said he talked with the
Northville School Superintendent
Leonard Rezmioerski for two years
about this subject. Somo time ago Max-
field posed the question to other schoof
districts to determine interest.
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Making Magic
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Mystiflod: Longacre students watch as artistic magic is performed before their eyes by illustra-
tor Gijsbert Van Frankenhuyzen.

Spruced up

Author, illustrator visit Longacre

planned a twe-week visit to more
than 2,600 elementary students in
tho district.

‘When Mario Cuomo, then governor
of New York, wanted to write a chil-
dren's book based on a story his
father told him, he turned to an
author and illustrator who visited
Longacre Elementary recently.

Michigan author Kathy-jo Wargin
was Cuoma’s ghost writer ond Gijs-
bert Van Frankenhuyzen illustrated
The Blue Spruce, which earned the

“You wait and you wait and you
never give up,” Van Frakenhuyzen
said was Cuomo's message,

They spoke in a private interview
after presentationa at Longacre Ele-
mentary.

Cuomo reportedly told the blue
spruce treo all his dreams as he grew
up and was horrified when onolduy it
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still stands as 2 symbol of determi-
nation, though the Cuomo family no
longor lives in that house, Van
Frankcnhuyzen said.

The book was intended to eapecial-
ly appenl to boys about 8 or 10 years
old, Van Frankenhuyzen said.

The illustrator remembers his con-
veraations with Cuomo as genuine
and down-to-earth. Van Franken.
huyzen wans impressed with the
polé ician's interest in his work ns a

dren’s book illustrator.

was

2000 National Arbor Day award.

P g a
storm, He and his father righted the
tree, fully replanting its roots. It

Wargin and Van Frank
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Property owner may fight
fire station expansion
8l While city officials are poised to upgrade Fire Sta-

tion No. 3, the owner of an adjacent property isn't
d in selling to accommodate the project.

intereste:
BY KEVIN BROWN

STAF? WRITRR .
kbrown@oo.homocomm.net

The completion of n city-wide fire
station upgrade in Farmington
Hilla may not bo a sure thing.

City officiales are acting to
upgrade Fire Station Ne. 3, the
city’s oldeat, It is the last of tho five
Hills fire atations acheduled for
renovation or rebuilding in the past
few years, .

*It was built in the *40a. It nceds
to bo built better,” said City Man-
ager Steve Brock,

But a manager of n property just
south of the fire station says the
owner is not Intorested in selling. -

Don Vickery, genornl manager of
Duffy'a & Associates Inc. plumbing
aupplies, 26260 Grand River, sald
tho business got a lotter from the
¢ity three or four months ago,
oxpreasing interest in buying the

property.
“Wo told them at that time we

. 16, Brock said nogotiations are

Regional talks

‘The “Regional Forum Discussion on
High School Start Times” is scheduled
for 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 28 at the
Walled Lake Central High School, 1600
Oakley Park Rond, at the corner of
South Commerce and Onkley Park in
Walled Lake.

A flyer promoting the event indicates
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Election
dates may
change

H School district officials
oppose bills in the state
senate that would unify
election dates, but city offi-
cials believe the consolida-
tion would boost turnout
and save taxpayer dollars.

BY SUE BUCK
STAFY WRITER
sbuck@oc.hamecomm.net

Keeping school and city elections
scparate is Farmington School Super-
intendent Bob Maxficld’s main con-
cern.

With several bills in the Senate, leg-
islators are debating the number of
times districts and municipalities can
schedulo elections, putting school elec-
tions under the control of municipni
clerks, and changing she month to hold
board clections.

*“This is a solution looking for o prob-
lem,” Maxfield said. “Forcing election
conselidation won't create a more
informed electorate.”

He has written Scnator Bill Bultard
expressing his viewpoints on moving
school elections to the November bal-
fot, telling him, *I would appreciate
your opposition.”

“What's right about it?" Maxficld
asked. .

The school district works closely
with the Farmington Hills City Clerk's
office. School precinets arc located in
Farmington Hills,

Long-held system

School elections have been handled
in the same manner for 100 years;
before Farmington Hills even became
a city, he soid. '

“We've functioned very well for a
Iong time,” Maxficld said. “These aro
two parallel entities. That's our sys-
tem, We need to have community con-
trol of schools. It's the principle of the
thing. Mushing it up with the city is
awkward.” .

Further, because Maxfield antici-
pates the school board section would
be at the bottom of a November ballot,
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did not want to sell. We've been in
busincss at this location over 50
yoars.” Ho enid the shop is a prime
source of income for owner JoEllen
Gerbeck, *T don’t know how it's
going to happen,” Vickery said.

Brock responded, *He’s not the
owner,”

Tha city recently bought a house
on Wheeler Streot, across from the
fire station, The $200,000 purchase
was approved by city council Oct.

underwny to buy Duffy’s and anoth-
or property southwest of the cur-
rent fire station,

Once all the property is con-
trolled by the city, plans will be
formed to build a larger fire station
with acceas to Grand River, south
of the current station, “We are still
o couple of years away from that,”
Brock said,

The goal is not to increaso stafl
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Farmington
Hills has
plans for the
fire station
on Wheeler
Strect north
of Grand
River. Howev-
er, the owner
of a property
to the south
is apparently
unwilling to
sell, which

. could put
those plans
in jeopardy.
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