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For the chlldren; Michelle Mamo, coordinator of trees for the Fes-
tival of Trees, made and sold this Winnic-the-Pooh Christmas
tree as part of the Festival of Trees, This tree has already been
donated to Children’s Hospital of Michigan in Detroit.
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Christmas color:
Red and white
is the theme in
the living room.
This tree is
Mamo’s favorite
of the nine
Christmas trees
that decorate
her home.
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Vo.lunteers: brighte’an: up holidays
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ichelle Mamo remembers her
firat vinits to Children's Hospi-
tal of Michigan in Dotroit.

Her 9-month-old son Bradley was
hospitalized nfter the 1989 Bonneville
Michelle was driving was hit head-on.
Michelle sustained n concussion and
broken ribs, while Brad also sustained
a concussion and broke n growth plate
in his left ankle. “He had a cost from
the tip of his toe to the tip of his thigh
for two to three months,” Mamo said.
“He wasn't even done crawling yet.”

Over the next scveral months
Michelle and husband Robert visited
the hospital several times to see an
arthopedic surgeon there. Bradley even-
tuaMy recovered, but the visits

d with Michelle in her
of the sick children there.

“] just thought it was se and,” Mamo
snid. “I thanked God that my child
recovered.” The accident and her son's
recovery made her realizo not to take
life and good health for granted, so0 she
then volunteered with the Featival of
Trees to help raise money for Chil-
dren's Hospital.

Since its inception in 1985, the Festi-
val of Trees has raised more than $8.6
million for Children's Hospital of Michi-
. gan. The event has attracted moro than

400,000 visitors from all over Michigan,
Ohio and Canada.

It’s truly festive

The Festival of Trees certainly helps
Detroiters and suburbanites get into
the holiday mood. Sponsored by Meijer,
the featival is a public display of more
than 100 professionnlly designed holi-
day trees, vignettes, gingerbread hous-
es and wreaths, It also offers entertain-
ment, a festive gift shop, n newly
designed Santaland with children's
activities, photos with Santa and a
Secret Santa shop, A 2002 Mustang
conivertible atso will be rofed off. ~

Honorary chair is Jack Krasula, chair-
man and CEO of Decision Consultants,
an information technalogy services com-
pany based in Southfield, Krasula first
became involved with helping Children’s
Hospital through his friendship with
Joe and Carol Horonzy of Bloomficld
Hills. Joc Horonzy ia the chairman of
Children’s Hospital.

“Children are our future and this is
one of the greatest children’s hospitals
in the world,” Krasula said. Krasula
gnid the hospital also had innovative
research and technology cfforts going
there.

“Like any project that is succeasful,
you have to have a great cause,” Krasula
snid. “You have to get the best peaple
and you capture their hearts.”

Today Bradley is fine, Michelle Mamo

A wondrous tree: Shelby
Mamo, 9, has an Alice in Won-
derland Christmas tree in her
-bedroom that her mother
Michelle created.

Oh, bother! Tigger and Winnie-the-Pooh dec

which will be displayed at the Festival of Trees. Each toy will be
given to a child at Children’s Hospital of Michigan in Detroit.
add to the home's decorations.

Below, Billy Buttons characters

says, at 6-feet, b-inches tall and 136
pounds, *And he'a only 12," she suid.

Mamo has volunteered with the Festi-
val of Trees for 12 years, returning year
after year to help Children's Hospital,

“If my wark can raise money and they
can get a picce of cquipment they might
not normally have, then I'm doing some-
thing good,” she snid.

“They're like your extended family
there. If you have a child that's aick, it's
a great place to go. You get close to them
and they’re like family”

Beautifully decorated

Mamo is the tree coordinator for this
year's event, oversceing the 117 trees to
be placed in the ballroom area. “It's
going to be a full house,” Mamo said.
Last year approximately 100 trees were
in that aren: . -

The treos will be created by 95 design-

ers. “This year's trees range {from Barbie
to Winnic-the-Pooh,” Mamo snid.
“This year i8 a great varicty, It's
fun to sce what they've done.”
This year Mamo is creating a 7-
foot Winnie-the-Pooh tree. The
tree sponsor is MGM Grand
Cagino, and officials there
are donating the tree to Chil-
dren's Hospital. “They (MGM)
are a ‘specinl Santa,’ but they
wanted it to be ot the hospi-
tal. 1 think it will help. It's
going to have large atuffed
animals and | hope it can
make Christmas a little
:’nom"mcrry for the chil-

ren.
Krasula said Ameri-

cans now have changed the focus of
their lives.

“The events and tragedy of Sept. 11
have changed America,” Krasula snid.
“We've had a 12-year vacation. We spend
far too much time being self-absorbed,
We have second and third homes, we
worry about clothes and plan vacations.

“It was a wake-up cnll for our basic
values, We should take care of our chil-

.dren, We are all members of the human

race and we should take care of cach
other.”

Krasula appreciated all the volun-
teers who work for the cause. "T'd like to
thank all the volunteers, all the people
of Children's Hospital and all the
designers who help out,” Krasula said.

day trees, vignettes,

vartible wlil be raffied off.
Whaere: Cobo Center, Detroit

by calling (313) 745-0178.)

2001 Festival of Trees

What: 2001 Festlval of Trees, the largest annual fund-ralsing event for Chit-
dren's Hospital of Michigan, features more than 100 professionalty designed holi-
gingerbread houses and wreaths. It also offers entertaln-

ment, & festive glft shop, a newty design.
. photos with Santa and a Secret Santa Shop just for kids. A 2002 Mustang con-

When: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 18; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m,, Monday, Nov. 19;
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 20 and Wednesday, Nov. 21; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Thursday, Nov. 22; 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 23; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday,
Nov. 24; and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.. Sunday, Nov. 25. .

Tickets: Advance are $7 adults, $5 senlors, $3 chlldren ages 212, under 2
ate freo. Gate lickets are $8 adults, $6 senlors and $4 chlldren ages 2-12, under
2 are free. {Raffle tickets for the 2002 Mustang are $50 aid can be purchased

Gala Praview Party: Black-tle fund-raiser features live auctlon of donated trees,
entertalnment, hors d"oeuvres, sweet tables and a cash bar scheduled 7-10 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 17. Tickats are $250 benefactor, $200 patron and $150 friend. A

ion for s and patrons Is 6 p.m. !

Teddy Bear Brunch: Fun actlvities and entertalnment for entire famlly with visit
{rom Sants Claus, scheduled 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 24, Tickets
are $15 for adults and $10 for chlidren ages 212,

pance Party: Dance in the setting of hundreds of decorated trees and enjoy
hors d'ceuvres and B cash bar 8 p.m. to midnight Saturday, Nov. 24. Tickets are
$25 per persan. An RSVP is tequited by Nov. 20,

For more infarmatlon, call the Festival of Trees at (313} S66-TREE or visit the
Festlval of Trees' Web site at www.fol.org.
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Show of hands
Children create a caring
community.
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Best for bulbs

Here’s how to hold bulbs
over for another season.
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4 People in place

¥ Landscape photos can be
enhanced by featuring
people in them.

Focus on Photography,
Page 6

mklemic@oe.homecomm.net




