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Taking flight

Harrison marchers capture top honors in Pontiac

BY DIANE HANSON
SPECIAL WRITER

Culminating a stellar Michi.
gan competition season, the Hor-
rison High School Marching
Band captured the Flight 111
first-place trophy and Flight III
caption awards for Best March.
ing ond Best General Effect at
the Michigan Competing Band
Association State Ch ¢ fmprirs

Contest in the Pontiac Silver-
dome on Nov, 3,

More than 14,000 spectators
packed the cast side of the dome
to watch the nearly 5,000 musi-
cal marchers in the top 42 bands
from across the state perform
during the 16-hour day. )

“They played very, very well,”
aaid a pleased Peggy Babeock,
director of the 80-member band.
“It haa been really oxciting in
the lnat couple of weeks in par-

‘Watch out’ for Falcon marching

By DIANE MOREY HANSON
SPECIL WIITER

It was n squeaker, but the
Farmington Falcon Marching
Band hit the high notes and
scored among the top 10 bands
in Flight II during their competi-
tion season, earning them a
place in the Michigan Competing
Band Associntion State Champi-
onship Contest at the Pontinc
Silverdome on Nov. 3. .

“This was their performance of
a lifetime,” said a proud Norman
Logan, dircctor of the Farming-
ton band after their champi-
onship performance, *They just
had a lot of energy and we're
really proud of them today for
going the whole distance.”

The Farmington performers
took 10th place at the state cqn-
test with a score of 70.35.

“Everything sounded great
and looked great, snid Associate
Director Mike Steele. “We were
very plensed and there was great
senior leadership that got every-

*Savings off original prices of selected
No adjustments made on prior

ticular, They have been so
focused and so intense. Todny
they wera just all moving in the
right direction.”

The Harrison marchera
secured the top spot with a score
of 81,95 out of a possible 100
points for their delightful pro-
gram, “A Day in the Life,” a
musical marching portrayal of a
day in the ninc-to-five world of o
corporate office worker, Second-
place Stovensville Lakeshoro
scored a 78.7, taking tho Best
Music caption,

“It has been amazing to see
the progress of the show over

. time,” said Jool Yoder, Harrison
adsistant director, “From the
beginning of the year to now, it's
almost like a different show. The
kids have come such a long way
in their understanding of the
show and their ability to per.
form it. It is exciting to wotch

thing going.”

The band's second-place finish
at the Huron Valley Invitational
at Lakeland High School in
White Lake on Oct. 27 cinched
their spot in the state champi-
onship lineup.

“That was a d die situnti

something like this dovelop inte

the climax of today.”

It waa cortainly exciting for
freshman trumpeter Matthew
Stefanski, who is experiencing
his first year with the band. “I
think this is great,” he said. “I
feol proud to be part of a band
that is this good.”

Kathryn Kuclbs, a sophomore
piccolo player, was impressed
with how the show turned out. “I
think the props added a lot,” she
said.

This was the first year the
band used praps in their perfor-
mance and they included overy-

-thing from an office clock to
desks, even a park bench and a
bed which sophomore Alex
Springor used offectively and
humorously to convey the theme
of the show,

*This is tho best year of the
four I've been in marching

ing at state finals is unrivaled,”
said Baghdadchi,

Junior trumpet player Lauren
Allmayer concurred. *It is very
satisfying coming to states,” sho
snid. “You put in all that hard
work nn_d (’f you don’t get in it is

because we were in 12th place
and thoy only take 10 bands,”
said Logan, “so either you do
your absolute best — and actually
you hove to do better thon your
best — or you buy a ticket. They
were ablc to overcome weather
and rain and cold and every-
thing else, besides doing their
show, which was hard enough to
do. They have really come a long
way.”

Drum major Iden Baghdadchi,
a junior, agreed, “It came very
close at the end,” he said, “We
thought there wns absolutely no
chance.”

But the extra effort the 109
marchers poured into their show
paid off. “The fecling of perform-
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PR but if you get in it
is just o sigh of relief.”

The Falcon's show, “A Holiday
Spectacular,” has been a crowd-
pleaser. The Christmas medley
of familiar tunes, holiday cos-
tumes for the percussionists and
color guard, not to mention
Santa’s appearance, brought
thousands of smiles and rounds
of enthusiastic applauso,

“This show ia really fun to do,”
said Jenna Range, junior alte
saxophone player. *I love our
props and all we did with them,
1 thought I would be sick of
Christmas music, but I'm not.”

The Christmas theme of the
show was chosen partially
becausoe of a planned trip to Eng-
land and Scotland this month,
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band,” said scajor Jeflerey Ziem-
ba, who plays the baritone horn.
“Wo were more prepared for this
show than any of the other three
shaows that I ber,”

determined by the aschool’s
enrollment, not band size - were
Flight I, Plymouth-Canton Edu-
t'nzional Park, 80.6, Flight 11,

And energy levels remained
high as they moved toward the
Bands of American Grand
National Championships, held
Nov. 8-10 at the RCA Dome in
Indianapolis.

“We have a great staff that
have really energized the kids,”
said Vicky Barnett, a member of
the Harrison Music Boosters.
“The kids have put in many
hours of practice, but they say it
goes by quickly for them. That's

a testimony to the directors that*

go over and over this, but keep it
fresh and exciting for these kids
who want to come back for
more.”

Other bands taking first-place
in their flights — which are

ison, 87.85; and Flight IV,
Durand Area 82.30,

Of the 80-some banda partici-

pating in the MCBA, only the
top 10 highest-scoring bands of
the approximately 20 in each
{light, qualify for the finals com-
petition, Two bands were ndded
to this year’s list, one because of
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CAMPUS PIPELINE

MADONNA SCHOLAR
David Rosen of Farmington
was awarded the Preaident's
Scholarship for the 2001.2002
academic year at Madonna Uni-
versity. The ldllblﬂrlhip is
dod to i fronh

who maintained a grade point of
3.8 or above in high schoal.
WOOSTER SCHOLAR

Ablgail Adams, a graduate of
Harrison High School, received
the Longbrake Scholarship from
the College of Wooster. The
scholarship is awarded to stu-
dents who demonstrate success
in academics, activities and ser-
vice, Adams is the daughter of
John and Mellliun Adams of
Farmi Hills,

standstill perfc during
the extremely wet fall and the
other due to a technical error,

Other local bands at the state
competition included Novi, sec-
ond, 80.15 and West Bloomfield,
seventh, 66,2, both in Flight I
In Flight Ii, Farmington placed
10th with & score of 70,35 and in
Flight 1V, Dearborn Heights
Ann;pollu placed third with a
72.65.

band at local events

which was cancelled dua to the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the
U.S. But the band has found
other ways to put their award-
winning performance to use.
“The advantage of program-
ming this kind of music ia that
wo can extend the season a little
bit,” said Steele. The marching
Christmas revelers performed at
the Band-O-Rama extravaganza

at the high school on Nov, 9,
along with the orchestra and
choral groups,

They will also play for other
local events, including the Farm-
ington Hills tree-lighting cere-
mony. So the F fi com-

CENTRAL SCHOLAR

Heather Derwinski of Farm-
ington Hills accepted the Cen-
tralis Scholar Award from Cen-

. tral Michigan University and is

now an ottending freshman. She
is the daughter of Sharon and
Michael Derwinski.

SIENA GRAD

Elizabeth Adams of Farm-
ington Hills grodusted from
Sienn Heights University with a
bachelor’s degree in community
services,
SPANISH STUDY

Milnd Majdob of Farmington
Hills is_currently studying in
Caceres, Spain. He is a student
at Kalamazoo College.
CATHOLIC AWARDS

Krystle Shina and Danielle
Strickland o i Hills

munities had better watch out
and better not cry, “because,”
laughed Logan, “we're coming to
town!”

were awarded the Catholic Stu-
dent Award for the 2001-2002
academic year at Madonna Uni-
versity.

MORE REASONS TO
CROSS THE BORDER

Border delays have been greatly reduced outside of peak commuter times. So there's every reason
to come back to the Casino experience that Casino Player Magazine rated the *Best in the Detroit
Area.” It's a distinction we continue to earn every day, with more features, more programs, more
fun and more excitement, If you want more, Including four-diamond style and luxury, invest a few
extra minutes in the casino experience that makes it worth the drive aver!

PLAY & STAY FOR $69

SUNDAY - THURSDAY STAY, PER NIGHT, PLUS TAXES, DBL. OCC.
> Greal room rates are avaitable in our four-diamond hotel now until Dec. 24, 2001. Enjoy
a mid-week getaway (Sun-Thurs) for $69° US. o¢ a weekend (Fri-Sab) for just §99° US.

TRIPLE CASH BACK'

TO PLAYERS PRESTIGE™ CLUB MEMBERS ©
Membership in the Club is FREE and brings you all the bencfits of our rewards program, plus k
Triple Cash Back for points earned on slot play {zom now to December 24%, 2001, .
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$5°TABLE

ALL DAY

Whethet your game is blackjack, craps, poker or roulette, you can play your
way with $5 minimum tables all day, every day.

GAMES

LAS

Our Showtime™ Lounge brings you the very best in Vegas-style entestainment, up close
and personal! Tickets are just $9* U.S, = call the Showtime Box Office for information.
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O N C R A P
Only Casino Windsor can take the most exciting game around and make
it even better, 10X Odds on Craps is only at Casino Windsor.
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Membership in our Players Prestige Club gets you more rewards, including cash eewards for
qualifying table play and invitations to special events. Bastof aff, mervbenbip i FREE. Sgn upndy?

REBATES

For information on these and other reasons why you should visit Casino Windsor call 1-800-991-7777.
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. 14000 Livoria 7908 (s Dt
MON-SAT 10- » OPEN BUN AT NOON | RIpeei oSy e “Corvaow e oy AdSwrul uron $70 Car by 9 o o nm e s e et s e m::
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Jacobsons.com o etk b phoatpy iyl P




