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Shamrocks overpower Warriors in Division 1 game, 31-0

BY PAUL BPAUDRY
WRITER
Pbuud. h

net

[ | FOOTBALL

For the lnst 366 days, all
Catholic Central's football team
could think about was returning
to the state finals.

On Saturday, they'll do just
that ~ with a little bit of added
incentive.

The Shamrocks used a solid
defense and an unlikely offen-
sive display by Ryan Rogowski to
beat Walled Lake Western — the
team that KO'd CC in the 1989
playoffs - 31-0 at South Lyon
High School in the Division 1
semifinals,

And as a bonus, they'll face up
with the team that eliminated
them in the semifinals last year
~ Utica Eisenhower — in Satur-
day’s 1 p.m. final at the Pontinc
Silverdome.

“We've been thinking about
this for a whole year,” said
Rogowski, who rushed for 133
yards, caught two touchdown
passes and spent most of the day
wreaking havoc on delense. “It’s
what we've been thinking nbout
and our goal gince we lost lnst

year.”

CC (10-3) st the tone from the
start — intercepting a pass on the
first play of a game, that would
lend to the only points the Sham-
vocka would need.

“Since we started out 3-3, we
went back to a brick-wall
defense,” said CC conch Tom
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Scoring play: Semor Ryan
Rogowski hauls in a TD
pass for the Shamrocks.

Mach, “And in this run to the
championship game, the defense
has been the key to our success,
At tho beginning of the year, we
weren't playing as well. But the
last seven games, thoy've played
great and todny, it was a total
team effort.”

The only points CC would nced
came in the first quarter. On the
firat play of the game, the War-
riors (10-3) got cute with a half-
back pass. Steve Bell lofted it
down the ficld, but Ryan Wrob-
leski picked it off at the CC 30
and returned it 31 yards. A
Western penalty gave CC the
ball at the Western 25. The
Shamrocks coutdn’t punch the
ball in the end zone, but Jason
Gingell’s 29-yard ficld goal
proved to be the game winner.

“Wo just played a good team,”
said Western coach Mike Zdcbs-
ki. “They capitalized on our mis-
tnkes corly and they did what
good tecams do. On that first
drive, I thought our defense did
o great job of holding them to a
field goal. But ficld position in
the first half hurt us, We always

had to work out of a hole.”

Western only got into CC terri-
tory twico in the game, The War-
riors’ first drive stalled at the CC
34 and a punt gave tho Sham-
rocks the ball at their own 14.
Then Rogowski took over. He
gnined 268 yards on one run, and
coupled with a personal foul on
Western, CC had the ball on the
Western 46. Then Tom Jakacki
hit Rogowski with a 20-yard
pass and, two plays later, the
two hooked up again for a 28-
yard TD pass and a 10-0 lead.

CC made it 17-0 on ita next
drive as Mike Banaszak capped
a nine-play, 32-yard drive with a
l-yard TD run, It atayed that
way at haltime and through the
third quarter, unti! CC went on
a 69-yard, 10-play drive capped
by a 18-yard, Jakacki-to-Rogows-
ki TD pass with 45 seconds gone
in the fourth quarter.

On the following drive, West-
ern went on its anly oxtended
trip into CC territory, marching
down to a first-and-goal on the
CC 6. But the Shamrocks'
defense never broke, stopping
Western quarterback Jon
Michoud on two-straight, fourth-
down plays (the second after a
face-musk penalty). And to add
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insult to injury, the Shamrocks
marched down the ficld on o 99-
drive ~ actually a 114-yard drive
thanks to two penaltics along
the way — and Kevin McKee
went in from the 10 with the
game's final score.

“Qur line did a great job,” said
Mach. “I've said nll scason that
we just needed the reps. And we

did a great job todny.”

CC outgnined the Warriors
~ 359-136, Jakacki only complet-
¢d three of nine passes for 656
yards, but two were to Rogowski
for touchdowns. Rogowski alsc
had nine carries for 133 yards,
while Banaszak had 14 carries
for 50 and Derrick Brooks had
18 carrics for 38 yards, Jakacki

“The other two backs
(Banaszak and Brooks) havel
done a great job,” said Rogowski..
“But coach said they'd be keying
on those two guys a.nd wanted to
keep them off balance.”

Michaud was 7-0f-12 panmg
for 27 yards, while Steve Van
Nortwick had 16 carries for 67

TICKETS NOW ON SALE
FOR THE 27TH ANNUAL _

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28
North Bakote vs. Michigan @ 4:00 PM
Michigan Stats vs. Mickigan Tech @ 7:30 PM
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29
Third Place Gams @ 4:00 PM
Championship Bame @ 7:30 PM
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sjow.com, er charge by phone.

wwrw.collegoheckeyatthe)os.
248-645-6666

Great growp rates are avaliahle by calling 313-388-7911

Ia Troy twith no service

Singles

Includes:

* Pre-game bulfet

» Miller Lite drafts onl
Far tickets an information, call

« Single ticket to the Wings game plus awesome
pre-party at the Hockeytown Café

 FREE suttle to the Joel
* Special location at Joe Louls Arena to meet up
with friends at Inlcrmlsslon.

97.1 FM
Detroit's
FM Talk

Party

313-965-2222 and ask for “Suner Sinales Partv.”
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Enter to win Detroit Red Wings Tickets

Check Today's Classifieds Section
to See How You Can Enter to Win!
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yards as the Warriors had 109

got better and better. Our backs yards on the ground.

kicked in with 62 yards rushing.

Sunday, December 2nd, 2001 I

JINGLEBELLRUN Plerce Elementary School
Ag‘mgn'[s, Birmingham, Mi
8 Race Time: 9:00 a.m.
Registration Form
Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone (Home) (Work) E-man.
DOFemale Age on day of event. L
T-ehin size:  OMedium BlLarge OExtra Large
Plaase complete all information end encicse with yourJingla Bell Run non-refundabie fee. 3
$20.00 long sleeved T-shirt)

After 111’21 through race time: $25.00 (includes long sieeved T-shirt)
Snowman Shuffie (begins at 8:30 a.m.): $2.00 (does not include shirt)
Please do not mall after 11/21/01
Please make checks payable to Arthritis Foundation and mail to:
Arthritis Foundation, Jingle Bell Run
17117 W. Nine Mile Rd., Ste. 850
Southfield, MI 480754508
Or, if uslng Visa or MasterCard, fax registration form to: (248) 424-8005

Name as it appears on the card:

Visa/MC #:

Signature:

Enclosed is my registration fee in the amount of: $
WAVERRELEASE (6 whre reqere)

Expiration Date:
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BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE THIS SATURDAY AT THE PRLACE
Shane Battier Makes His First Return
Great seats still available for this Saturday’s matchup va. The
Memphis Grixslies...Get 8 tickests for the price of 11
¢\09 Baturdlys are xmu't Photo mpm at the Palace this season.
Pistons Play and Hooper will
be on the rmmu floor beginning at 6:00.
8AT, 11/24 » 1:30 PM vs. MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES @
mwnwmwmm,mu,wrmuodnu
oky Atkins Bports Bottla sponsored ty Sprits.
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE OFFER
REOEEM RT THE PALACE BOX UFFICE, RLL MCKETMRSTER QUTLETE ON BY PHONE [248) 31-0100
Name: -

Rddpress: _

) Phone:




