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One more chance
to see great team

It was late in the game on a near-
balmy, sunny, November afternoon at
Flint's Atwood Stadium Saturday
when the Farmington Harrison stu-
dent section (Does such a thing really
exist?) began chanting “One more
game! One more gamel”™

Indced, there would be one more
game for the 2001 Hawks to play. The
Drivo for Five was very much alive,

Harrison had a camfortable lead
over Snginaw, 31-14, with little time
left for the Trojans to really do much
about the inevitable.

The Hawks were headed to the Pon-
tinc Silverdoms for the sixth atraight
year with the goal of winning their
fifth consccutive stato titlo and
defending their Division 3 champi-
onship.

" Harrison has done this so many
times, I'm afraid an awesemo record
of achievement haa become a com-
monplace occurrence to many people.

The Hawks will play in a atate-final
game for the 15th time and could win
a 12th championship. One is a record;
the other would be an cxtension of a
record they alrcady own.

Always thrill to cover finals

As for me, I've covered Harrison
since 1987; that's 12 times working
the finals at the Dome. A co-worker
asked me recently: *Don't get you get
tired of that?" If that were so, then I'd
bo juat plain of tired of being a sports
writer and tired of doing this job. I'm
not thero yet.

I say who cares about the Michigan-
Ohio State game, the Harry Potter-
movie craze or o post-Thanksgiving
vhopping trip to the mall?- -

I'm going to the Dome for an
Observerland first Saturday nfter-
noon ~ a triplehender involving area
teams. It'll be Redford Catholic Cen-
tral at 1, Livonia Clarenceville at &
and Harrison at 8.

If Clarencoville should pull off an
upsct aver defending champion Jack-
son Lumen Christi in Division 5, the
Trojans will become a roal “Hoosiers”
success story.

Clarenceville already is a success
story, however. It wasn't long ago the
Trojans were one of the worst teams
in the Metro Conference. Now they're
one of the best in the atate.

If Lumen Christi has the best team,
Clarencevillo senior running back
Tim Shaw will be the best player on
the ficld, I believe. Hopefully, he can
make a differonce in the outcome for
the Trojans,

Another Trojana team can rclate to
Clarencoville’s underdog role in a
championship game - the Fruitport
Trojans, who will pravide the opposi-
tion for nationnliy-ranked Harrison in
Division 3.

Expericnce a plus for Hawks

While Harrizon is nn old hand at
playing in the finals, it will be Fruit-
port’s first visit to the Domo.

The game will match Harrison's
wide-open, finesse atyle of offense
agninst Fruitport's ground-oriented
running game.

“I think David and Goliath ia anoth-.
er way of describing it,” Trojans coach
Steve Wilson said. “The biggest thing
we have to work with our kids on is
not being in awe of tho wholo thing.

“Farmington Hilla has that experi-
ence. For our kida to go down there, it
will be an unbelievable experience to
walk in there”

Harrison will be a heavy favorite,
underatandably. But it seems Fruit-
port is very similar to the 1986
Grandville tcam that defeated Harri-
son in the Class A final,

The Trojans vely more on deception
that atraight.ahead power, but they
have a strong line with a solid corps
‘af backa and the ability to control the
line of serimmage just as the Bulldoga
did five yoars ngo.

Thnt was the last time tho Hawks
lost a playoff game. They've won 22
straight since then, but even a team
na good na Harrison haa to be on its
guard.

While n virtua) unknown to most
fans on this side o!: the atate, Fruit-
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Forward pass: Drew Stanton
goes to the air versus Saginaw.
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They've been ranked No. 1 and 2 all
senson in Division b, so it's only fitting
that the two 13-0 teams, Jackson

Lumen Christi and Livonia
Clarenceville, square off for state foot-
ball championship.

Tha much-anticipated matchup will
kick off at 5 p.m. Saturday ot the Pon-
tiac Silverdome. . R

Lumen Christi is the defending Divi-
sion 6 stato champion and riding a 27-
game winning strenk.

Meanwhile, Clarenceville comes in
battle-tested after knocking off Beverly
Hilla-Dotroit Country Day (27-20) and
Detroit Crockett (22-16) in the playoffs.
The Trojans are coming off an impres-
sive 46-10 semifinal win over Capac,

Famlly ties: Members of the Woods famil;
night following the Division 3 state final.
Anita and Kevin Sr., show their enthusi

Hawks on familiar turf in Dome
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Farmington Harrison football players
have big plans for Saturday night.
Their goal is to win another state title
and add to an impressive playoff record
that is unprecedented in state history.

Playing in its first state final, Fruit-
port would like nothing better than to
upsot those plans by achieving the
biggest victory in’the history of the
West Michigan school.

Both teams will take 13-0 records
into the Division 3 championship gnme
with kickefY set for 8 p.m. at the Ponti-
ac Silverdome.

The Hawks, who have won the divi-
sion crown the last two years, hope to
win their fith consecutive stato title
nnd a record 12th overall. A victory will
extend Harrison’s winning streak to 36
games and give coach John Herrington
299 career wins,

“There's no question Harrison has
one of the best programs in the state at

Trojans play Titans
for Division 5 crown
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Lumen Christi has not really been
pushed in the playoffs other than a 28-
7 regional final win over Battla Creek
Ponnfield. Last weok the Titana
spanked Boyno City, 46-0. .

“You can't ot them run the ball down
your thronts because they'ro very good
technique-wise and they're strong,”
Clarenceville conch Greg Hudkins said
of the Titans. “They just line up and
try and wear you down, But they'll also
do soma other stufl to keep you hon-

eat.”

Teod Picpkow, a 6-foot-2, 200-pound
senior quarterback, has thrown for
1,030 yards and rushed for nearly 800
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Formington Unified won the champi
onship of the Redford Unified Invita-
tional with a 4-3, double-overtimo vic-
tory Saturday over Troy Unified.

It marked the first time the Flyers
have won a championship trophy in the
program's four-yoar existence, and they
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. win this tournament,” Farmington

coach Mike Harris said.
*“We played hard and played amart
most of the time. The toam is just
N e ch

pro d it to Farmi: Athletic
Director Brinn Swinchart Wednesdny
2'.“h'2 prior to the home opener ngalnst
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Bir United,
*Our playera made a commitment to
do overything they possibly could to
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istry is such that,

oven though we'ro a unified team, the

players are united as one in the locker
room.”

After a scoreless, 10-minute over-

time, Mike Hand acored his third goal
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any level,” Fruitport conch Steve Wil-
son said. "John haa had his team in the
Silverdomo and winning state champi-
onships moro times than we've made
the playoffs.

“It's hard to compete with the trodi-
tion they havo, but our kids are excited
about it. We're coaching our kida to go
in and play the absolute best game
they can.”

Fruitport;, which is located o fow
miles east of Muskegon, will present
the Hawks with a different kind of
opponent and challenge than they've
faced the lnat two weeks.

Instoad of the pass-oriented offense
of Allen Park and the perimeter speed
of Saginaw, Fruitport prefers to battle
in the trenches and run the ball while
operating from tho Wing-T.

Ball fokes and deception are a big
part of the Fruitport scheme, which

and senior tackle Aaron Kennedy (bottom right) hope to have more to celebrate Saturday
Junior tailback Marcus Woods has a seat on the Atwood Stadium wall while his parents,
asm following Harrison's 31-14 win over Saginaw in a state semifinal game last week.

Wilson compares to the old Beldin,
offense under Irv Sigler, v
“We probably run 85 percent of the
time,” Wilson anid. “If we're throwing:*
10 times a ballgame, it’s too much. We -
like to grind it out. .
“We've run this offense at least six
years, and it’s been very succesalul for*

us, The years we haven't been that sues
ceasful wo just haven't had the athlotes
with the schedule we play. This year -
we have a nico mix of kids.” .

Halfback Mark Langlois ia the
workhorse as far as carrying the ball. .-
He has 2,005 yards and 26 touchdowns*:
through 13 games. !

Fulibnck Greg Schultz and halfback *
Philip Wilson, the coach’s son, are 220-"
pound runners, blockers and big loads'
for the defense to handle. Wilson has
rushed’for 740 yards and 13 touch- -
downs, Schultz 633 yards and seven
touchdowns.

“We have three tremendous running
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Title time: Senior Tim Shaw hopes to lead Clarenceville to a state
title Saturday night in the Division 5 championship game.

of tho game with two minutes remain-
ing in a sccond, cight-minute OT to
givo the Flyers (2-0) tho win. Brott
Ramsay and Keith Hay assisted.

Troy led 1-0 after one period on a
goal by Greg Nikkila. In the second
poriod, Hand's. power-play gonl from
Hay and Hay's goal from Chris Frayne
put Farmington on top, 2-1.

Hand's socond gonl, from Ramany
agnin, gavo the Flyers a two-goal lend
early in the third period.

*We thought we had tho gamo under
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Flyers earn championship trophy in RU tourney -

control, but unfortunately we had two!
errors in our own zone,” Harris said.

Troy capitalized with goala by John
Gorski and Jamea Shappee to tie, 3-3,
but Hand won it in overtime.

“Wo're renlly excited about thia
team,” Harris snid. “I think we have
enough talent and depth to challenge.
Weo're going to keep Stevenson,
Churchill and Northville honest this
year, We came out of tho gate strong,
and we want to stay focused, We're
playing to win thia yenr; wo really are.”
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