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‘Hills got off easy with main break

- BY KEVIN BROWN
| STAFY
,!bruwn@oe.hnmncamm.nat

The most positive thing one
can say following the big water
main break Nov. 18 is that

.;Farmington Hills got off easy.

The break in the Dotroit-
rowned, 48-inch transmission line
{at 14 Mile and Halsted forced

‘trestaurants to close, and heanlth
lofficials to issue boil-water
-iwarninga - not in the Hills but

Tom Biasell, dircctor of public

sorvicos,

By mid-morning on Monday,
Detroit Water and Soewer crews
were running pressure tests on
now pipe and testing for bacte-
ria, “Onco they have the water
rostored they con backfill the
hole,” Biasell said,

Some Hills residents west of
the transmission line break
reported low water pressure for
a time, nnd flooded basements,

“The only thing on Friday
moming we had low water pres-
sure,” said Lorotta Larkin of
Pine Cone Drive. “Thore was
just the inconvenience of not

being able to go out to 14 Mile,” |

she said, adding seme neighbors
reported flooded basements.
Blasell said residents roport-
ing flooded basemonts were
directed to tho city of Detrait.
Biasall said Detroit Motro Water
and Sewer staff wero passing

Sign of the times

I5in communities to the west, snid he added. out claim forms in the arca.

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFR WRITER
jhubred@oc.homecomm.net

A downtown Farmington
landmark may be headed for
the scrap heap, now that -
Baskin Robbins Ice Cream has
lrmcon:g a ya Icc Cream

Amm’can Houde O#erd
New Optiond in Senior Living

Furnished

: . Respite
HEZN  Our New Unbundled Serviced < Apartments
: \ Available

J| ¢ One & Two Bedroom Apartments with Kitchens
| ¢ Recreational, Cultural and Social Activitles Optional Services Available

¢ Continental Breakfast ¢ Homemade Lunch & Dinner Meals
. ¢ Abllity to Provide Shared Housing ata Reduced Rate ¢ Impeccable Housekeepling .

4 Barber and Beauty Shop 4 personal Laundry & Linen Services
¢ 24-Hour Emergency Response * & Personal Assistance

¢ Handicapped Units Available .

Please Call For More Tnformation

Birmingham Stone ‘West Bloomficld Farmington Hills
1100 N, Adams Rd, 3741 S. Adams Rd. 5859 Maple Rd. 24400 Middlebelt Rd.
Binmingham, M{ 48009 Rochester Hills, M1 48309 W. 10, M? 48322 F Hills, M} 48336
(248) 645-0420  (248) 853-2330 (248) 538-5283 (248) 471-9141

Monthly Rentals Starting At $1,000.00

City council members voted
Monday to order the free-
standing Baskin Robbins sign
taken down, because it exceeds
new zoning ordinances that
limit the height of signs in the
downtown business district.

*This is not a decision by the
owner. Baskin Robbins is elim-
inating single franchise out-
lets,” snid Bill Riley, owner of
Signorama of Brighton and
Dearborn. He accompanied
business owner Dave Miha-
jloveki to the meeting,

. City manager Frank Lauhoff
explained the sign had been
“grandfathered,” having been
in place when the now rules
were approved. Any alterations
in tho sign kicked it out of that
position, giving officials the

Council enforces ordinance

choice of erdering the owner to
oither lower or remove it.

Mihajlovski seemed baffled
by the process, given the
lengovity of the sign. *The
business has been there 356
years. The sign has been there
36 yeara. I don't sce why we
have to remove the sign.”

“Those are the laws wo creat-
ed,” councilwoman JoAnne
McShane said gently. “Wo have
to stay within those laws to be |
fair to everyone.”

Acrosa the board, officiala
stuck to their ordinances.

“My personal belief is wa've
made a valiant attempt to get
rid of a lot of ground aigns,”

il Arnald €. bell

consistent in requiring the
non-conforming signs be
brought down altogether,”
councilman Bill Hartsock said.

Although permits were
issued in October for changes
to the building signs, Miha-
jloveki also complnined that
trees planted by the Downtown
Development  Association
blocked their view.

*We'll take u special look at
that location and make sure
those treos oro thinned out,”
LauhofY said.

After the council’s unani-
mous vote to order the sign
down, Mihajlovski said he
would do what he could to fight
their decisi On Tuesdany,

said. That included a free-
standing sign at First Fedoral
Bank on Farmington Road,
just down the street from the
Hershey's Ice Cream store.

Campbell noted if the sign
were lowered, it would be lovel
with the building - and with
two other signs on its cast and
south sides.

“Our council’s been pretty

Lauhoff said the council's deci-
sion was final; however, the
decision could be appealed to
Circuit Court.

Lauhoff doubted any appeal
would be successful. “This has
been a non-conforming use for
at loast 20 years. Tho council
hos baen very consistent in
requiring  these  signs
removed.”
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