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Abuser wasn’t punished |

At o time when our nation is recling
from terrorist actions and the threat of
disenses that sound positively medicval,
when people across the country are fac-
ing the of an i
down-turn, when families sit around
their Thanksgiving table wondering
whether they'll have enough money to
huy Christmas gifts —~ comes someone
with a real reason to be thankful this
holiday scason.

Evelyn Djoumessi, who was convicted
of abusing 19-year-old Pridine Fru over
a period of several years, won't go to
prison for keeping Fru a virtual slave in
the t of her Farmi Hills
home. In fairness, Evelyn has s?nnt

-drycanbea tmmcndoue‘chnll‘cngg.

the wrist is simply unconecionable.

We'll concede that cleaning toilcts and
running the vacuum cleaner can be diffi-
cult and unpleasant tasks, Scrubbing
floors isn't our iden of an afternoon’s
delight, and we atl kaow doing the laun-

Better yet, she should have
sentenced Evelyn Djoumessl to
do Pridine Fru’s housework for
the next four years.

Butnsa chores

gome time in jnil, but nothing any

close to the four years she and her hus-
band, Joseph, spent abusing the West
African teenager. .

Joseph, who was also convicted of rap-
ing the teen, will serve up to nine years
in prison.

In light of those circumstances, the
sentence Oakland County Circuit Court
Judge Alice Gilbert handed Evelyn
seems absolutely baffling. She will serve
just three years' probation, the last nine
‘months of which may or may not be
spent in jail, with credit for time served.

And - horror of horrors - Mrs.
Djoumessi can't hire anyone to clean her
house in all that time.

Oakland County Prosecutor Cheryl
Matthews was stunned. Hills Police
Chief Bill Dwyer, who saw firat-hand the
conditiona under which Fru lived for four
years, termed it a “total disnppoint-
ment.”

“That was not o sentence,” Dwyer said.
“That's what you're punishing her with,

seem to us a bit inadequate. Maybe
Judge Gilbert thought the punishment
fit the crime. After all, Evelyn Djoumessi
had forced her victim to do housework
for four years,

But Mrs. Djoumessi is o grown-up.
She's o mother who uscd and abused a
14-year-old child who knew nothing of
this country, nothing of the English lan-
guage, nothing about a world outside
Cameroon, nothing other than what the
Djoumessis told her, until she started
watching television.

If Judge Gilbert felt she necded an
approprinte sentonce, perhaps she
ahould have d this offender to
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I'M AFRA\D
TO FLY..,

.. AFRAD TO OFEN
MY MAIL...

... AFRAID OF
RECESSION....

...AFRAID MY JOB WiLL
GO NEXT

B B

B Anthrax

Anthrax is scorier than asbeatos,
PBB, DDT and Alar combined, but tho -
manufacturer will not be sued. A legal
development, however, should be mere
frightening than the discase.

Bayer spent millions to develop an
antibiotic for profit. The frenzied
demand for its Cipro is o great that
Canndi v

with the November general elections,
Under the present system, the
school board and the superintendent’s
office are o closed society, each contine
ually patting the other on the back.
Typically in May, Superintendent
Maxficld and the present bonrd mem-
bers decide who they want elected to
the achool board. The MEA, Maxficld's
employcu's, then tells the school dis-

and American

ensure the young woman she abused has
a college education, to pay for the thera-
py she’s going to need to deal with the
punishment and jgotation.

Better yet, she should have gentenced
Evelyn Djoumessi to do Pridine Fru’s
housework for the next four years.

having to do her own housework?”
Defense attorneys may have tried to
paint Fru ns a recaleitrant child who was
rying to get back at the Djoumessis for
what she perceived as unfair treatment,
but n jury convicted them both. For
Judge Gilbert ta virtunlly dismiss Evelyn
Djoumessi with not even a slight tap on

s and Dwyer, both of whom
got to know this young woman who is
now making strides toward an education
and a better life, will be among those
who register their outrage with Judge
Gilbert.

Add us to the list of those who feel
there was virtually no punishment for
this tragic crime.

Time to dig even deeper

We know we're beginning to sound like
a broken record, but some are

ing wecks, you'll no doubt be hit with
for d i from cvery imag-

too important to be delivered just once or
even twice.

A scant 10 weeks ngo, people across
the nation emptied their pockets and
piggy banks, charged their credit cards
and even opened their veins to help peo-
ple affected. by the Sept. 11 terrorist
.attacks put their lives back together. But
-today, right here in Farmington and

’Farmington Hills, our neighbors still
‘need our help.

The Goodfellows are looking for holi-
day basket donations, an effort you can
read about on our front page. We're help-
ing them out by serving as a collection
point for donations.

The Salvation Army needs bell ringers.
Might be a fjood idea to volunteer now,
while the weather's still bearable,

The Farmington Hille/Farmington
Community Foundation is lnunching a
fund drive that will provide consistent

¢ support for lacal causes, like the pfter-
school youth progrnm, Farmington Fami-
“ lies in Action and the Multicultural/
Multiracinl commission.
- And that's just for atarters. In the com-

9-11 didn’t change it all

Events of the past few months have
certainly shocked and saddencd ua, For
some, they have also created an anxiety
that previously seemed rescrved only for
our worst nightmares, .

But it is unfortunately all too real.

. We've learned that there are people

" whose only gon! is to destroy our way of
life. Tt doesn't matter to them how they
do it.

We're still learning how to cope with

. this new, unacttling reality. The presi-
dent hns called upon us to be vigilant but
;o an with our normal lives.

.- Agninst this backdrop, there's uncer-
, tninty nbout the war, the economy and
* the future in general. Certainly, a lot hoa
- changed since Scpt. 11, but many things

have not.

Your brother still calls you every week

‘ to tell you how extraordinarily bright his
kids are. Mom still tries to get you to ent
just one more picee of pie. (“What's the
‘matter, don't you like it?”) Your dad still
tells you what's wrong with your house
and why he wouldn’t have fixed the
porch that way,

inable corner, because hard economic
times hit hardest among those with the
very least. Charitable organizations are
losing donors who have been “downsized”
and moy now have to place demand on
resources to which they once contributed.

Once ngain, we urge you to support
Jocal organizations as best you can. If
your checking account has run dry, scour
your cupboards for canned or boxed
foods, your closets for usable clathing,
your toy chests for an extra teddy bear
whose fur hasn't been loved off,

If you have nothing to spare materinl-
ly, give of your time and talents, Offer to
help make fund-raising phone calls,
stamp envelopes, baby-sit a child whose
mother or father can't afford dayeare.

Whether you celebrate Ramadan,

kkah, K Chri or just
being alive, this is the time of year when
people need your help the most. As tem-
peratures dip and winter sets in, it's
time to gather around the fires of civility
and compassion,

Beeause, for moany folks, a long, hard
winter's hended this way.

Your buddies still show up unexpected-
ly to clean out your refrigerator while
you rake up the Inst bits of fall.

Maybe all of that scemed annoying a

would brenk Bayer's patents to provide
low-cost generic knock-offs to the pub-
lic. Democracies are prosperous
because they respect property rights.
When governments confiscate patents
they do not represent all of the people,

Without property guarantees there
will be no investment and no jobs.
Druga have side effects and these
hysterical users will suc as they dis-
cover unbearable suffering. Bayer may
need *unseemly” profits to pay for
clnss action suits. When success in
business lends to bankruptcy, we are
al) victims.
: Hanh Borgman
Farmington

A One God?

In response to the “One God” letter’
by Carol Lucas, published 11/8: Ms.
Lucas, don't lie awake at night worry-
ing about “to who or what” others are
praying. Your time would be better
spent reading up on Christionity.

You say the Bible is supreme
beeause of its historic relinbility
because no archacological find has
“ever run contrary to biblical teach-
ings.” What in the world does that
mean? That o city mentioned in the
Bible can be physically located on a
map? Of course, The Bible in large
part is a history of the Hebrow Nation
and . con) "
information. .

Don’t confuse the artifacts uncov-
ered by archacology with ideologics. At
any rate, as you present it, it is nega-
tive evidence and therefore menning-
1ess. And where in the world did you
come up with “Christianity is unique®
in not following “the teachings of 8
dead prophet, but God Himself?

! Where do you think the word “Chris.
tianity” comes from? A Christinn wor-
: ships God in the manner taught by
Christ., Just as a Muslim worships God
in the manner taught by Mohammed,
Both Islam and Christionity have
roots in Judnism.

This isn't God vs, Zeus, you know.
All three great monotheistic faiths
worship the same God. The manner of
worship differs, but a0 does it differ
between sects within the Christion
community.

Ifthat thgugm upsets your rather

There's a lot to be thankful for,

and not just during the hollday

season. Time passes all too
quickly for us to forget that.

shert time ago, but perhaps no more.
These are your family and friends, the
people upon whose love and caring you've
built your life.

The people you take strength from to
carry on in good times and bad. The kind

of people who, in their own quirky ways, |
maybe even inspire you to be n better .

peraon,
That's o lot to be thankful for, and not
just during the holiday acason. Time

pasacs all too quickly for us to forget :

that.

smug comp 1 suggest you go

i back to your Bible and really read it.

} Then read the Koran. Then the Torah.

Ignorance like yours worries me a

| greot deal more than terrorists do, In

i fact, it is this very type of ignorance

| that breeds the religious intolerance at

l the base of so many of today's troubles.
1t's not to whom you pray, but how

i you live that will determine your ulti-

! mate fate. Look itup., .

! Angela Zrull

! Farmington

|

|

|

H Changing elections

i

i Ttis not purprising that Superinten-

! dent Maxficld and the present school
bonrd should be opposed to changing

! the school bonrd clectiona to coincide

trict em (about 1,200 voters}
who they should vote for in the elec-
tion. Total turnout for theso elections
is usually between 2,000 and 3,600
voters, dependent on whether or nat
there is a milloge proposal. Thus
school employees often represent 50
percent or more of the vote.

In our recent general election the
turnout was more than 10,000 voters,
If we had been voting for school board,
Dr. Maxfield would have only con-
trolled about 12 percent of the vote.
‘The rosult would have been a much
better representation of the wishes of
the people.

As I noted in the last achool board
election, the Farmington school dis-
trict is slowly sliding into mediocrity
under our present administration. Per-
haps it is time to stop Dr. Maxfield's
private party and bring the school
board new idens and members willing
to say no to the superintendent,

Next up ... the move to tho OAA,
Swinchart's Folly.

Terry Elsey
Farmington Hills

Editor’s Note: Mr. Elscy was a can-
didato in the last Farmington School
Board election.

M Congrats, boys

1 just wanted to congratulate the
. Farmington High School Boy's Varsity
Saccer Team for‘a season well played.
They made it to the last round of the
state finnls in divigion two. What a
great feat. We're all very proud of you.
It just shows the great commitment
and soccer kills this team has exhibit-

ed.

The boys on the team are: Andrew
Martin, Adam Lidgey, Ryan Laverty,
Anron Hellsek, Mike Gandolfi, Nick
Ramirez, Kasey Lopata, Nate Meyer,
Matt Konopinski, Matt Okepny,
Michael Batkie, Adrian Adams, Matt
Cave, Jeff Durow, Chris McDoniel,
Derrick Golla, Yohei Shibayama, Joo
Russo, Eric Gaughan, Matt O'Brian,
Jeff Turk, David Ujkie, Andrew Amis,
and John Amis.

Les Charbarneau
Former President
Farmington Soccer Club

B Heart of the letter

In the Nov. 9 issue of the Observer,
a lotter appeared written by me.
Unfortunately, what I felt waa the
very heart of the letter was omitted. I
would like to rectify that with thi
writing. :

In the letter, I had stated the Chria-
tian God nnd Muslim god were not the
same. I felt this necessary because in
recent letters to the Observer, the
claim that we all worship the same
God was made. I understand the goal
of thia to be one of creating unity; how-
cver, ainco the statement is completely
falso and terrifyingly dangerous, I felt
the need to respond.

One may wonder as to the impor-
tance of the above stated claim, why
not simply blend beliefs in the nama of
unity and tolerance. Some mny cven

..I CAN'T HELP BUT BE
THANKFUL !

A IR S

think it bigotry to say other religions
aro wrong in their beliofs, Why stir
controversy, why not simply go about
my lifo with my own set of beliofs and
leave others to their own. Perhaps
some feel that 1 am even guilty of hato
of my non-Christian neighbors.

1t is not hate that compels mo to pro-
claim Jesus Christ as the only way to
galvation. It is love of my fellow man
which leads me from simply keeping
quiet and following the mainstream.
As o matter of fact, I care so much that
I would risk offending many in order

- that, perhaps, just one might choose
an ﬁtcn;ity in pa&ndinn. " )

o8t importantly, my entire purposa -

in this lifo is to honor and praise God.
‘There is no other reason for any of us
to be on this carth. Rather than choos-
ing to please people, then, I choose to
honor God, Keoping quiet while a lie
regarding Him is perpetuated does not
serve that purposs,

‘This life is 50 temporal and the high-
cst priority should bo placed on where
we will spend eternity. That is the rea-
son [ wrote the original letter, that is
tho reason 1 write this. It {8 my hope
that the reader, rather than dismiss-
ing these claima or attacking me per-
sonally, would seck to find the trith,

Contact a church which teaches
Christ, and Christ alone, as the means
to salvation. Any other teaching iz a
lie straight out of Hell. The choice is
yours, - .

Carol J. Lucas

Farmington Hills

¥ Pronunclation key

I am amused that Kenneth Kemp
takes such umbrage in the west Texas
argot of President Bush that makes
him pronounce nuclear as NU-Q-LER.
He must be too young to have heard
Lyndon Johnson use the same regional
argot. .

Hmm! How does he feel about the
Kennedya pronouncing Boston as
BAA-STUN? Or the southern speech
inflections of Presidents Clinton and
Carter?

Me-thinks his umbrage revolves
more around the pole of political affili-
ation than it does around correct pro-
nouncing of words.

1 say to him, “lighten-upl” Thisis a
country of diverse specch patterns, it's
part of what we are as Americana. It's,
ahem, diversity, (de-vur'-sa-te). New
‘World Dictionary.

P.S. Noxt tima write the Whito
House.

Tom Murphy
Farmington Hills

Share your opinlons
Wa welcome letters to the editor, Please
includa your full name, address and phone
number for verification, We may edit for
clarity, space and contont.

Mall:

Lattors to the Editor

Farmington Observer

33411 Grand River

Farmington, M1 48335

: Jhubred@os.homecomm.net
484778722
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