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¢ holiday scason is here
. and so is the Farmington
Observer Cheer Club,

‘This is our first year, and we
hope many in tho community
will join us in helping the
Farmington Arca Goodfellows by
bringing donations of now toys
(unwrapped) and canned or
boxed food to our office at 33411
Grand River in downtawn
Farmington, during businesa
hours. You may also make a
cash donation (checks made
payable to Farmington Area
Goodfellows).

The itema will be collected
until Wednesday, Dee, 12, when
wo turn them over to the
Goodfellows. They'll distribute
the items to needy peoploin  ~
Farmington and Farmington
Hills, to make sure every child
has a good Christmas. .

So if you're out doing your hol-
iday shopping and have a few
minutes to look for another toy
or maybe a gift of warm clothing,
your thoughtfulness will be
appreciated.

Happy Holidoys! Please kecp
our Cheer Club in mind.

Holiday greetings: Card
sales support a number of

in our area. Learn more
about how you can help
- by reading the story in
our Hometown Life sec-
tion/C1

Opinlon: As they face a
deficit and the potential
for deep budget cuts, we
urge the Farmington
Board of Education to
take their act on the
road/A8
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Schools may face

Last year’s cuts in Farmington Public Schools

budget may look like a wal

pared to the deficit officials face thu;!ear,

according to Sﬁxpt. Robert Mm:ﬁeld.
4 will impact students

+3

rec

Farmington, / Farmington

in the park com-

e said

BY JoN1 HUBRED
BTAYF WRITER
jhubred@oc.humecomm.net

It's time to batten down the hatches
in Farmington Public Schools.

Officinla were told last weok to
expect the eoming budget year to be n
tough one. Declining state revenucs,
coupled with normal inflationary
increnses, could put the district's bud-

Help sought
for mission
to Vietnam

H A Farmington Hills
woman will travel with vol-
unteers who want to make
‘a difference in the world,
but first, she has to raise
funds for the trip.

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER
kbrown@oe.homecomm.net

Danielle Patterson, 20, has been
looking for something meaningful to
do, and sho may find it in Vietnam.

The former Oakland Community
College student from Farmington Hills
plans in March to join five other team

. membera headed
for Vietnam,
organized by the

W ‘They're all
. al
International
Cooperation and
Development.

“I've nlways
wanted to do
something like
thia,” said Pat-
terason,  who
works for a law
firm weekdays
and delivers piz-
zos on_ wock-
ends. “I'm not
ready to go back
to school and I
want to do some-
thing construc-
tive with my
life."

While Potter-
son attended
pre-med classes at OCC, “I'm just not
ready to make that commitment right
now,” sho said.

Patterson discovered the Institute
on line, and started e-matling staff.
The group traces its roots to folk
schools founded in Norway.

*“They're all about helping out a little

out a flittle
bit where
people need
it. You can
learn from
the world
around you
and have a
more enrich-
Ing experi-
ence.’
Danielle

Patterson
—Volunteer
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BY JoN1 HUBRED
HTAYY
jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

or more than a decade, diversity

training has been a part of every

Farmington Hilla polies officer’s edu-
cation,

What started with Chicf Bilt Dwyer's
tenure has become an integral compo-
nent {n a depnrtment that acrves an
incrensingly divorae ity, anid
Commander Pat Brown.

got a5 much ns $6 million in the red.

Farmington, like other “hold harm.
less” districts, was allowed to continue
& local Jevy when the state passcd Pro-
posal A and funding relied moro on
sales taxes than property taxes. An
anticipated drop in tax revenues led
Gov. John Engler to veto parts of @
school funding bill in October.

Districts were supposed to receive a

$300 por student funding incrense,
which was then expeeted to drop to
$200 and now probably won't exist in
any form, said Superintendent Robert
Maxficld,

“Best case scenario, our revenucs will
be flat,” Maxfield said. “There may be
reductions.”

To address a $3 million shortfall last
year, officials deloyed maintenance, cut
administrative positions and made
other reductions that didn't have a
direct impact on the classroom. This
year, Maxficld said, they wan't have
those options. .

“It’s certainly the biggest (deficit)
we've all faced,” he snid. “We're trying
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$5-6M deficit

to strike a balanco betweon not panick-
ing but not being Pollynnna-ish about
what’s coming.”

Maxfield snid a budget committee
with administrators from all arcas and
the Leadership Council, which includes
union representation, hos begun meot-
ing to discuss options.

Tho district has dodged bullets over
the past few yoara, with increased
enroliments and a greater-than-expect-
ed number of retirements, Maxfield
snid. He described lost year's cuts as
the “low hanging fruita,” ensy to reach.

*“This yoar, it's going to be different,”
he said, explaining the cuts would like-
ly have a direct impact on students.

Tor " ghout helplng ~ | *

Hawks on Top
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~ No. 1 fan: Farm-

* ington Harrison

. senior Heather

- Sinawi cheers her
football team on to
victory over Fruit-
port in the Divi-
sion 3 state final,
held at the Pontiac
Silverdome. The
Hawhs won their
fifth consecutive
state champi-
onship by a score
of 28-6. The full
story by Dan
O'Meara is in our
sports section, D1.

BTAYY P1OTO I TaM HAWLEY

Tralned:
Farming-
ton Hills
%ﬁcers :
rian
Bastianel-
li (Teft)
and
Surcor
Shamoun
have both
participat-
edin
diversity
training.

Training Day:
Police learn about other cultures

Tho teaining, ho said, is designed to

Area suburbs have experlenced many
challenges as a resutt of growing diversity.
Communities are working to address
concorns and encourage tolerance.

Neighborhood watch:
Working together to defeat racism

BY JEFF COUNTS
STAY? WRITER

in the

board of trustces approved a unique
propossl Tucsday that would close
&owna}\‘p offices and engage stafl in

N "
Al)buerven’l coverage arca have grown
in size, they're also facing & growing

diversity and issues of tolerance. Recently
in Canton .

on the third Monday
of each January.

But the MLK Day controversy was
only the beginning of the Canton

mako officers aware of different behav-
iors or customs in other cultures that
could affect their

Township
Commis-
Zmd?xlx :M R . sion's work,
e Police are being asked to help ;:iﬂﬁ:em-
Ralntis " T W,
Relations question Middle Eastern men/A3 Eric Moore
lfﬂl;\} aftor be }:‘l.‘gr‘alé-

“A lot of our job is communication,”
he said. “The more information wo can
impart, the botter.”

Troining officer Brian

raised concorn over the afficial obaer-
vance of Martin Luther King Jr.'s

!:irthdn\'y. In annlnmn Hills, an

i
s)elkyv‘u avery officer should have o

to the forma-
:_x:on of a Multicultural Multiracial

and of
“T'o be a professional, you hnve to
ease sce

Council a decade ngo.

Based on recommendations from the

Canton commission, tho township's

standing commission, but that was
their first priority,” ho said. The com-
miasion has recommended the town-
ship obscrve the holiday.

*] wouldn't nocessarily say there are
any ‘hot button’ problems,” he added.
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