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Takin’ it to the streets?

While Farmington Public School offi-
cinls were able to squeak by with a round
of budget ndjustments last year, they're
facing a whole new ball game today.

Even funds recouped through the Oak-
land Schools millage, money that had
been spent to fully fund specinl educa-
tion, won't keep the district out of the
red in the next fiscal year, Superinten-
dent of Schools Robert Maxfield said
hoard members could be looking at cuts
in the neighborhood of $5 million to $6
million,

And that neighborhood isn't kid-
fricendly.

Maxfield said while officials were able
to avoid cuts that directly nffected class-
rooms in the last round, this time they
won't he so fortunate. A committee of
ndministrators from all areas, as well as
the distriet's lendership council, which
includes union representatives, havo all
begun to take n look at what the future

holds.

A “hold harmless” district when tho
state switched school funding sources
from property to sales taxes, Farmington
has watched revenues decline steadily,
while expenses have risen with the cost
of inflation. While there is talk in Lans-
ing nbout making some changes to Pro-
posal A, the truth of the matter is, we're
in the midst of tough cconomic times.

School officials probably won't have
any choice but to start cutting a lot deep-
or than delaying roof repairs or trimming
administrative staff. Maxfield described
1nst year's changes ns “low hanging fruit”
- the casy pickings.

“This year is going to be different,” he
said.

We urge officials to not only examine
these inevitable cuts from the inside, but
to rexch out. Only about a third of the
houscholds within our twe cities have
children in school, All taxpayers will be
affected by haw these cuts are made,
because the quality of our schools affects
the value of our properties and the repu-
‘tation of aur communitics.

Farmington Public Schools has a repu-

tation of excellence evidenced by state
champion marching bands, sports teams
and academic honors. Beochview Ele-
mentary is eolebrating a Blue Ribhon
School designation, a national honor,

In addition to facliitating
greater participation In public
comment, going out Into the
bulldings would send the
Important message that we're
all In this together.

Teachers and administrators have been
recognized on the state and national
level for their contributions to education.

If the district has to cut millions in
order to balance the books, clected offi-
cinls are looking at some tough decisions.
We hope they'll look to the i

M Education

“There uughsn be a law,” Whatever it

for help, and not just by inviting the pub-

lic to meetings held high on the hill at

the Schulmann Administrative Center.
More than ever before it’s important to

ensure all parents and tnxpayers who
don’t have children in our schools are
informed and involved. These cuts won't
just be nbout educating kids. They'll be

about how to best preserve one of our
community’s most important resourees.

We all benefit from good schools — they
produce top-notch students who will one
day help drive this country’s economic
engine. They make our community
attractive to new residents, business
owners and developers. .

So wouldn't this be a great time to take
bonrd meetings on the rond? In addition
to facilitating greater participation in
public comment, going out into the build-
ings would send the important message
that we're nll in this together,

Because the truth of the matter is, we
are.

Don’t let terrorism stall
progress in tolerance

After all the talk about embracing
diversity over the past three or four
decndes of America’s history, we are now
being forced to look hard at the very core
of those beliefs,

The first terrorist attack on American
soil has put us at war with a group of
extremists who use their religious beliefs
to justify barbaric behavior and violent
intolcrance of anyone who opposes them.
We all understand that we arc dealing

-with the Taliban, with Osama bin Laden.

We know in our hearts not every Arab
citizen in the world took part in or con-
dones these terrorist acts.

But how are we, a8 n nation, respond-
ing?

In the daya following the attacks on
the World Trade Center and the Pen-
tagon, people of Middle Eastern descent
fiuced the prejudice of those who failed to
understand the Taliban doesn't represent
their interests nny more than Timothy
McVeigh represented every American's
point of view,

Since then, our nation has tightened
its grip on immigrants and vigitors of
Middle Enstern heritage, In a land where
aur Constitution guarantees citizens the
right to a fair trinl, government officials
have given themselves free rein to try

1 terrorists at d mili-
tary tribunnls,

Lacal police departmenta have been
nsked to help with “valuntary” interviews
that target Middle Eastern men. In
Detrait, federat officials have agreed to
soften this procedure by sending letters
to the men, rather than knocking on
their doars.

The ever gracious Kenneth Starr, who
made a name for himself investigating a
president, hns suggested we might want
to torture suspected terrorists, to get
them to tell us the truth.

Torture?

In Americn?

Why not?

Our government has decided it OK to
institute different atandarda of “fairncas®
based an ethnie heritnge, When will it be
OK to round up nll people of Middle
Enstern descent, “just in cage” one of
them might know something or might
finve a relative or friend who might know
something about the Sept. 11 attacks?

Where is the line we will nat cross?
More importantly, who draws it?

‘Those of us in quiet suburbon commu-
nities, where no enc was beaten and no
one was shot after Sept. 11, where citi-
zens and governmenta are aware of an
increasing diversity and are working to
build understanding, may not be able to
do much to stem this rising tide of suspi-
cion and intolerance.

Perhnps we can ngree that desperate
times call for desperate measures. We
may believe the hoerifying tragedy our
country hns endured and the continuing
threat of terrorism are reason enough to
risk these cncroachments on rights as
endemic to our nation as the soil upon
which it was built.

We are a nation still auffering the
after-cffects of grief. We face the addi-
tional threat of what federa! officials
have snid i likely domestic terrorism -

the anthrax scares that have struck with:
a frighteningly random and dendly force.

We are angry. We are afraid. We have
a thirst for vengeance most of us dare not

admit in public. All these things color our
efforts toward improving “homeland *

security” and provide an internal justifi-
cation for unreasonable actions against n
group of people who have, themselves,
done nothing wrong.

As those who enjoy the relative peace
and comfort of suburban life, we have a
responsibility to carefully examine the
actions our government proposcs and
respond to them by nsking our elected
Jeaders to stand ngainst intolerance and

earcfully wateh every step they take |

toward the kind of hysteria that led to
the internment of Japanese Americans
during World War IL

Since the dawn of the civil rights move-

ment, we have worked to build under- |

standing and tolerance among all people,
regardless of race, creed, color, sexual
ori i hnicity or religi belief.
Clearly there is more work to do, but we
have made tremendous strides, ns evi-

denced by the continuing work of govern- |
ments and citizens in our communities to !

foster goodwill and nddress difficult
isaues as they ariac,

We cannot allow these acta of terror-
ism, no matter how painful, to take all
that away from us.

is, there p ly is a law already on
the books, Here in the U.S, we live and
survive in a sea of laws, not unlike
that of many of the older European
countries whose laws, not unlike that
of many of the older European coun-
tries whose laws have allowed their
citizens civilized lifestyles.

By “civilized,”  mean the ability of
the majority whose abilities to achieve
are encouraged by their societies
rather than curtailed, I mean, an envi-
ronment in which intellect is used for
good and intellectual pursuits prevail,

A civilized socicty protects the lives,
minds and bodies of all its citizens, the
sick, weak and {ragile ns well as the
strong and healthy, Because humans
are barely a step above animals, we
satill have animal instincts burning
inside. We thosc instincta to survive,
but we need to keep our animal
instincts in check,

Good education for all is the key.
Education unlocks the doors to civi-
lized lifestyles, It gives us insight to
the world around us. And in the US,,
education for all is the law. We ain't
perfect, but are headed in the right
direction...one step at a time.

Kenneth Kemp
Farmington Hills

. B Girls CC

How about doing a story on the girls
cross country all arca team.

You have no less than seven stories
this week on Harrison football. Almost.
two weeks ngo, the Farmington
Observer had the boys all area teom
with pictures and quotes but nothing
has been written on the girls.

Farmington schools have two girls
on the all area firat team and two on
the 2nd team. These girls were the
tops in their regionals, state qualifiers,
and fastest in the conference,

1 believe it is a real slap that nothing
has been written about these top ath-
letes who have run hundreds (if not
thousands) of miles in the Jast six
months to accomplish their goals.The
Farmington Observer should be
embnrrassed by the over coverage of
Harrison Football while deleting the
loen] crogs country stars.

Richard Button
Farmington Hills

B Grant thanks

Thank you for your endorsement, (I
am fairly certain you endorsed me). I
apprecinte the support of the local
paper and your participation in keep-
ing the voters informed regarding the
candidates and the issues,

This was a difficult cnmpaign for me,
probably the most dificult since my
first. We hnd four qualified chal.
lengers and worked hard to get their
messages aut and familiarize the clec-
torale with themselves and their posi-
tions, I congratulate them nll on very
well run campaigns and hope that
they will all continue to be or become
involved in the procesa and bring some
of those “new idens” to the council
bench for us to consider.

I want to thank the community for
the confidence that they have shown in
me by re-clecting me to my fourth
term on city council. I have enjoyed my
service to the community, albeit some-
times seemingly thankless, the gratifi-
cation of the job comes at thia time
when the community strongly support-
ed the work 1 have done by re-clecting

me from amongst & ficld of strong chal-
lengors that worked hard to convince
the voters it was “time for a new voice

. on tha council™

On a more personal note, to my
friends throughout the community... 1
am very grateful for your support,
your help and your friendship. This is
a truly great community and your are
all a part of the renson.that it is,

To the Mayor and my. Council col-
leagues, my thanks for your strong
support and encouragement through-
out this cempaign. I know we all took
some hita based simply on the fact
that we believe we have a strong coun-
cil, that works well together, has done
positive things for the community and
is worthy of re-clection.

To my wife, my children and my best
friend ... 08 nlways you are right by my
silclle when I need you most. I love you
all,

As I enter my 13th year of serving
you on City Council you again have my
word that T will do my best to fairly
represent the interest ol every resident
in Farmington Hills, This is not an
ensy job, and sometimes it is very diffi-
cult to make decisions you know may
not be popular amongst a certain
group of residents testifying in front of
you at the time for what they believe is
best and right for Farmington Hills.

Please be sure that I always hear
you. I always ider the positi

When those planes slammed into the
‘World Trade Center towers, we.nll
wanted to do something to help the
victims and their families. We wanted
to do whatever we could to prevent
such a thing from ever happening
again. I nm hoping that we can work,

_with equnl determination to prevent

aleohol relnted crashes...to prevent
people who drink from slamming their
cars into innocent people.

Pleass remember, especially during
the upcoming holiday scason, that it's
not just drunk drivers who are the
problem. Even one drink impaira your
abilities...and not just your physical
abilities, but also your ability to judge
whether or not you are capable of driv.
ing safely.

And if peoplo ask why you are
refraining from drinking or from serv-
ing nlcohol, just tell them that o friend
of youra was killed by someone who
drove after drinking. Anna would have
been glad to be called your friend. :

Debra J. Bonde.
Livonia

M Thanks, Falcons

The Faleon Socicty of Farmington
High School recently held a dinner
dance and silént auction at Vladimir'a
to raise money for the on-going

that our residents present so well, and
whenever I can parlay your interest to
meet the best interest of the communi-
ty at large, I do and I will continue to

0 8O,
Now that the campaign is over, Iam
ready to get back to work, We do hnve
important business before us that I

felt a strong reaponsibility to remain a *

part of. During the next few years we
will develop nine more holes of golf,
redevelop the commercial district at
14/ Orchard Lake/ Northwestern and
work on redevelopment in other key
arcas throughout the city.

T have no doubt that we will face
some difficult budget decisions over
the next fow years as we realize the
cffects of the ic di n we

to our outdoor facilities -

at Farmington High School,

With nearly 300 people in atten-
dance, it wos a huge success and thess
are the hard-working volunteers who
made it all possible: ticket sales, Linda
Hellebuyck; 50/60 ticket sales, Debbie .
Washer; bnsket coordinator, Mary
Miller; typing nuction booklet and

.signa, Julie Button; thank yous,

Dorothy Welsh and Colleen O'Brien;
recording/filing gift certificates, Dee
Oliver; auction foldars, Goil Atkins;
place cards, Penny Sage; and other
committee members, Bill Boskey, Jana
Chrumka, Mary Ellen Ellis, Karen :
Matthys, Teri Mizzi, Sue Pacer, Patty
Refl, Mary Stahl, and Pat Turk. .
. Also special thanks to the nearly 200-

have experienced and the continued
erosion of state revenue sharing. Reat
assured that I am prepared to make
those difficultidecisions and to do
everything in my power to maintai;

who donated goods and ser-
vices far our silent auction. We have -~
published your names in our auction
booklet and monthly booster bulletins -
to encourage our pn'rﬁnu and staff to

and continue to enhance the high qual-
ity of life we are fortunate to have in
Farmington Hills,

Again, thank you far your confi-
dence. 1 look forward to representing
you and working with you for another
four years.

. Jon Grant
e City Councilman
City of Farmington Hills

M Drinking & driving kills

On Sept. 11, we were horrified and
devastated when thousnnds of peoplo
wera struck down in a violent, sense-
Tess act. Ench year, 16,000 pcople are
struck down in violent, senseless ncts.
Each year, 16,000 innocent people are
killed by people who drink and drive,
Thia year, my daughter was onc of
them.

Anna was only 18. She was beauti-
ful, amart, and talented. But more
important than that, she was kind,
giving, and full of joy, She had a wis-
dom and faith beyond her years. She
was a friend to everyone she met,
young and old alike. She touched so
many lives that the church couldn’t
hold all the people who came to her
funeral. But she could have touched so
many more.

our
We also wish to recognize a special

guest, State Representative Andvew -
Raczkowski, who has been so support.
ive of our endoavors. Let's hear it for
the prrents of Farmington High
School....what a wonderful group of
people...it wns a fabulous night.

Co-chairs Sue Boskey, Phyllis.

- Surma and Cindy Walsh,

Share your opinlons !
We welcome Iotters Lo the editor. Picase -
inctude your full name, address and phone
number for verlficotion. We may edit for .
clarity, spaco and content.
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