OTHER OPINIONS

New U-M center gives hope

to those suffering depression

‘This is o hopeful column on usad subjeet.

Depression as an {llness is ranked by the World
Health Organization as one of the top four most-
debilitating ailmenta in the world. As many as
one in fiva women nnd one in exght men are at
high risk of" i in

thoir lives, regardless ofrnca education or
income,

nspects al‘tho discase: punpartum (after bmh).
bipolar ( and
tant forms. Recont advances in medication and in
talk thernpy have made depression more treat-
able than in the past. But only 10 percent of all
people with depreasion reoeive edequate treat-
ment, according to G

Tho conter will focus on lhe [olluwing areas:

include sndness
and hopeleasness
- a big case of the
“blues” - coupled
with energy,
sleep and
appetite loss,

1 and

cene
ter wlll erplnm the woys in which depmsinn is
caused by inherited genes, as well as the neuro-
chemical signals within the brain,

8 Clinical research: Doctors at the center will
test new dicati and
measure how pntlenb do under various huv
ment strategies.

despair.

Victims of*
depressive illness
lose their ability
work, enjoy life
and relate to
friends and fami-
ly. It may rob
them of their will
to live. It is an
insidious diseaso, sometimes difficult to dingnose,
often more dificult to cure. It {s no resp: of

Phil Power ‘

[ ] Patienta at the center will be
treated by specinliats in many fields, often within
tho samo visit, using various approaches tailored
to their individual diagnosia.

W Early dingnosis: A big problem in treating

Anybody who has experienced the

X agony of a friend or relative with
depression will be given new hope by

. the new Depresslon Center.

persona, atriking the old and thé young, the suc-
cessful and the struggling, those with hnppy fam-
ilies and those alone,

1 know this all too well. My late wifo, Sun\h,
suffered from severe depression, ultimately com-
mitting suicide. And my friend, Heinz Prechter, a
charismatic force of nature who crented from
scratch a successful sun roof company and who

dopmmvu illness is the d(ﬂ' culty of early dlnxno-
sis. for the

Mike Malott

By the end of this year, Michigan lawmakers
may well formulate an entirely new court, one

unlllm ything in op in the

untry.
n'- known as “Cybercourt.” The idea, as put

- forward by Rep. Mare Shulman (R-West Bloom-

ﬁeld) and Gov. John Engler, would be to create
logy forum for lvi
Iegal disputes between businesses,

‘The Cybércourt could be used by companies
located anywhere in the country. Briefs and fil-
ings could bo submitted to the court via the Inter-
nnt. Henrin g8 could be conducted by video confer-

eI

A kny feature of the court would be its so-called

t docket,” a speedier schedule for hearing

the cases and reaching decisions. The wurt would
be for b dil only. For cases
involving trade secrets, non-compete clauses and
confidentiality agrecments aro the types of cases
that could be heard in Cybercourt.

thuwl over software devalopment. business

and
m!mn to the court. And th the court anuld address

ty vnll be available Lhruugh the center beginning
next year.

[ ] Educuﬂon Both doctors and other health
professionals will bo exposed to diagnoatic and

owned a group of |
pers serving the Downriver area, commmed sui-
cide earlier this year, after a lang struggle with
the disease.
Now Lhere is  some hopn on the horizon. The
of M. ia hing the nation’s
f rat compmtll'mna(ve cantfnr duvoud to treatment,

The new U-M Dopression Center will bring
together and expand the university’s existing pro-
grams in patient care, laboratory and clinical
research, pationt and fnmlly education und train-
ing for health care p and

Equally important, work-
shopa for patients and families will be offered
beginning next February.

Anyhody who has experienced the agony of a
friend or relative with depression will be given
now hopo by the new depremon center, I.n recent
years ind and
trealmnnt have taken place, together with
improved patient and family education.

‘With progress taking place on so many fronts,
now is a perfect time to bring them all together.

For information and to register to participate

“The time is tht to focus all the resources we
can on understanding and defeating thia illness,'
and the social stigma that it carries, so that we
can help the 18 million Ame ricans who suffer
from depression every year,” says Dr. John Gre-
den, the center’s executive director.

e conter will work with depresslonin.- - -
patients of all ages, aa well as with various

wi L atthe :enur, call (734)
784 0267.

Phil Pawar is chalrman of HomeTown Com-
k Inc., t that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com:

mlu. elther by voice matl at (734) 853-2047,

1880, or by
homecomm.net

e-mail at ppower® -

aver 1 real estate or share-
halder rights.
Specifically prohibited from being heard in
Cybereuurt wnuld be tort cases, mnlpm:u:e

cases,
tenant dmputen and criminal matters.

Having already received the approval of the
House of Representatives, the bill to create the
court — H.B. 4140 - is expected to pass the Senato
by the end of the year, and the court could be in
operation next year.

Cybercourt
proposal on track
for fall approval

law. Delaware has been 80 successful at it that
today 250,000 corporations are registered in
Delawm

d in Del may bs
locnued elsewhere, but the spin-off has been a
boon to that state's economy,

By creating Cybercourt, Shulman and Engler
are hoping to do for Michigan, as it seeks to
attract high-tech firms, what liberal corporate
laws and the Court of Chancery have done for
Delaware,

If it secems strange that companies might pick a-
stato in which to Jocate based on the availability
of a court and their ability to get before a judge to
resolve legal disputes, you have to keep in the *
mind several characteristics of the high-tech
world today.

For one — as lawyers and law professors are
quick to point out - intellectual property rightsis
an area of law that haa not becn well defined. .
Rules of intellectual property and copyright,
devised in the past for print and patents, don't
always work we!l when applied to intern publish-
ing and software develapment.

Disputes unique to the high-tech world - such
s the recent case against Napster — have to be
concluded quickly. Entire maorkets come and go,
open and close, in the course of a couple years,
Jeas time than it now takes most complex busi-
ness litigation to wend its way through our pre-
sent court system.

So a technology-savvy court, able to isaue good
solid decigions on the complicated issues sur- .
rounding technology law, could be real benefit to -
entrepreneurs and fast-moving tech firms, in turn
beneﬁtmx the state.

lhl pomt al‘mnll.ng !‘:}c)h a court is lnst on

-n is not an easy concept to grasp.

Whon Engler unveiled the idca earlier this

year, ho talked about making the state more tech-
g the state’s
nmung hlgh stech hunneueu nnd mnkxng Michi-
in the New E

U'Ihmnwly. he explmncd his hope was that the
creation of the court would spur high-technalogy
firms to mave here.

Engler and Shulmen pointed to the success of

at through the

adoption of favorable corporate law and havh:g a
court set up specifically to deal with corporate

are still trying to work out details
08 w how, exactly, the judges for the court would
ba appointed to the position and how the judges.
and court clerk would get pmd.

But overal] the concept is sound. And it holds a
great deal of potential for the state, even if the
benefits aren’t tangible or aren't ulwny- eaxy to
spot.

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be -
reached by telephone a$ (810) 227-0171 or by :
e-mail at mmalott@homecomm.net
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