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snid. “Fundamentally, he's an
incredibly sound post player. He
has tremendous footwork and
strength in his handa.”

Condeni, who averaged 10
points and 11 rebounde, missed
five games with an ankle injury.

“When he’s healthy and play-
ing well, wo're at our best,”
Turnquist added.

The fourth returning starter is
wingman Matt Elsey (6-1, 180),
a three-year varsity player like
Mayberry and Condeni. Elsoy
averaged eight points and six
rebounds.

“He's our do-everything play-
er,” Turnquist said. “Ho'll do the
dirty work on.defense when we
need it; he's an underapprecint-
ed rebounder for his size and,
without question, our most
active player on the floor.

“He can have an impact at
both ends, and he's not afraid to
give up his body.”

The fith starter will be 6-5,
2156-pound scnior Steven (Joo)
McElroy, who averaged six
points and five rebounds in haif
a scason.

“He's incredibly active and just
relonticsa inside,” Turnquist
aaid. “More importantly, Joe is o
good person; he has many lead-
ership qualities.”

Also returning are seniors Bill
Richeson, Jeff Ross and Rob
Whipple. Richeson (6-0, 195), an
inside linebacker in football, will
play a backup relo at wing.

“He can provide us with n little
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for Two
for the
Season!

The Michigan Ski
Industries Association has
teamed up with the
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers lo create an
exciting contest.

Veteran player: Matt Llscy is one of eil ht Harrison
seniors and four starters who return for this season.
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spark offensively,” Turnquist
said. “He can shoot the rock from
outside, and he’s not afraid to
take it to tho hole,”

‘STATT PLLOTO BY BOLL BAESLEX

Ross (6-5, 195) has been both-
ored by wrist and ankle injuries
the last two years, but Turnquist
hopes ho can put that behind
him and have a good season.

*“Joff {8 playing some catch-up,
but he has a tremendous upside
that we're hoping to tap,” Turn-
quist said. "He can play the
game above the rim and shoot
tho ball very well from the are.”

Whipple (6-11, 156) had a
great summor, too, according ta
‘Turnquiat, who.added Whipplo

“ can be effective at either guard

spot.

“He has deceptive quickness
and is a solid defensive player,”
‘Turnquist snid.

Four players have moved from
the JV to the varsity - senior
post Scott Mills (6.7, 220), junior
guard Mike Bartley (5-11, 170),
Jjunior wing Andy Wingert (6-0,
186) and junior guard Eric
Zatkin (5-9, 160), who was the
leading scorer on the JV with 11-
plus points per game,

The roster is comploted by a
pair of sophomore transfers -
Scott Campbell (6-1, 186) from
Detroit DePorres and Ronnie
Simpson (6-3, 190) from Orchard
Lake St. Mary’s.

Harrison will have a Inte start
as usual due to the football
team's extended run to another
stato title in November,

The Hawks won't play their
first gamo until Tuesday, Dec.
18, when they go to South Lyon.

“We knew we had a pretty fair
football team and one that was
planning to go quite a ways, and
it worked out really well,” Turn-
quist said, “We scheduled the
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Ski the way

ski. dine. play. stay.

All in one package for the Holidays!
Pack up the family and head narth for the

holidaya! Enjoy skiing from arrival to departure,
3 nights* lodging, 3 breakfasts and 2 dinners per
person at The Homeatead —

it was meant to be!

26 miles wet of Traverse City, on M-22, Glen Arbor * 2313345100 ¢ www.thehomesteadresort.com

from

$1095"

Avalable Dee 26=on 1

Fon ‘ per o3k}
per weekend®
- Ski Friday through Sunday! 1 ; ;.
Price Includes 2 nights lodging In a hotel

A room, life tickets and free skiing on day of arrival, ‘ -
Stx and under sleep and skd free. Special rates for kids 7-18. g
Crystal Mountaln, 28 miles SW of Traverse City on M-115. . g
Check us out on-line at
@ crystalmountaln.com or all
CRYSTAL. 1-800-948-7686 for complets details,
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Just in time for thé holidays, one lucky winner will receive two White Gold Cards,
which allow the holders to ski one time at each of the 24 participating Michigan ski

areas and get their skis tuned too! Over $1,500 value!

Earticlpoting Skl Areas:
o Alpine Valley « Apple Mountain ¢ Bltiersweet ¢ Blackjack » Boyne Highlanda ¢+ Boyne Mountain ¢ Cannonshurg
« Cross-Country 8ki Headquarters » Crystal Mountaln * The Homestcad » Indisnhead ¢ Mt. Bohemin

» Mt. Brighton

* Mt. Holly » Norway Mountaln® Nubs Nob ¢ Plne Knob + Pine Mountaln » Shanty Creek
+ Snow Snake ¢ Sugar Loal

o Swisa Valley ¢ Timber Rldge s Treetops Resort

To Enten Complole the antry form or hand print on a posteard your name, address,

zip code, daylime and homa phone including area codes or entor onfine a
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Nameo. Age.
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Mall to: O&E Skl Swespatakes, Observer & Eccentric Nowspapars
Attn: Dylan Bawulski, 36251 Schooleratt Road, Livonla, Ml 48150
or ontar online at www.goskimichigan.com
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Traverse City (St. Francis) tour-
namont (Dec. 28-28) to make up
far the late start.

“We're looking forward to
using that weekend to regroup,
bond together and focus on the
league season, which starta

Association title in February.
“Wo certainly expoct to be
there,” ho said. ore i8 n fine
line between expectations and
reality, but I really think we
have committed ourselves to
croasing that line this yoar:

“I hope wo see a payoff this
year. This a good group of kids,
and I hopo they get the
rewards,”

when we got back.”

Turnquist hopes to soe his
tenm among the contenders for
tho Western Lakes Activities

CHRISTMA
CLINICS

December 26-28

Power Skating &

Rachaster » Onyx ~ Rochester ice Arena Puck Handling *

Farmington Hllls » Suburban Training Conter
Livonia » Eddy Edgar Arena

January 2-4

Groase Pointe Woods » McCann Arena
Brownstown * lce Box Arena Checking & Scoring

Wayne * Wayne Ice Arena Fo Lat
il
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734'953'2073J
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Something for

'aﬁﬁl everyone at
MBS Michigan ski shops

. By Mickey MacWilllams
Colhgs Execative Director of the Michigan Si Indusiries Association

Whether you are a “ridet” (snowboarder), “alider” (downhill skier), “glider” (cross
country skier) or just enjoy wearing clothing that looks like you came off the slopos, aki
and sporting goods ahops across the atate have a wide assortment of hot new gear for
the winter enthusiast. .

*Equipment for the slopes has evolyed over the years, Whero twg deeades ago
everyone was on skis, today we seo snawboarders and ski boarders riding the lifts in
almast oqual numbess with skiers,” says Stave Kershner, president of the Michigun Sxi
Industries Assaciation and director of akiing for Shanty Creck In Bellaire. He adds that
many enthusiasts will come out in the marning on their skis and switch to & snow]
in the afternoon (er vice versa). They may take an evening cross-country glide through
it trails, too.

Technical breakthroughn in ski equipment allow new skiers o leam to turn
easier, and also imprave the lechnlque of the intermediate and advanced skier. The
shaped aki, introduced five seasons ago, haa literally taken over the market. “We really
don't sec anything but shaped skis today,” says Ken Griffin of Nichols Ski and Patio in
Waterford and Dearborn. ~

Turning a shaped oki is easier than tuming  traditional aki. Shaped skis are
lhmr and wider at the tip and tail but narrawer at the walst, where the binding is
stlached.

“This year wa are seeing even shorter ski lengths, deeper sidecuts and more metal
used in the cosmetica on the ski's upper layer, creating a rich, classic look.” says Hi
Stover, s ive from Great Lak: Group i Petoskey.

Ski manufacturers are introducing skis and bindings that are Integrated and sold
8 ane unit. “This allows the ski to flex consistently, from tip (o tail, even under the
foot, creating mare contact with tha snow and allowing for better control,” says Griffin.
Debuting Iast season at over $1,000, the prico point has come down dramatically for
this year.You can get into an integrated system for around $600, Griffin adda,

Today, skin are deslgned for Just about every typo of skier. Brian Sanderson,
hardgoods buyer for Boyne Country Sparts, says, “We even have & now ski called tha
Tocket Rocket that ia designed for powder akiing and grinding off logs and trees” He
adds that race and recreational skis have also been tallored to skier preferences. “Thare
10 2 uki for every person and purposs.” .

Many skiers will welcome new advances in ski boots. Called “soft boota,® Oriffin
says they stress comfort without sacrificing perfarmance, Same models even Iaco up Lhe
front, tike the ski boots of the 1950s and G0, but are much more comfortable and
technical in look and performancs. Dunl-tipped skis ~ or ski boards ~ are enjoying
continued popularity. Thess akis are shorter than a traditional ski nod bave & ralsed
tip on both the front and back, allowing wearers to ski fo; ot backward and bead *
into terrain gardens and half pipes along with snowboarders. *Ski boards ere great
because you can go anywhers with them that you can with & anowboard,” say Bob
‘Thomas of Don Thamas Sporthaus in Bloomfield Hills,

As the popularity of snowboards continues, Thamas has noticed an Interesting
phenomenon; experienced boarders are leaning loward steap-(n bindings, Step-in
bindings that make riding the Hift sasler (no sitting down to strap and unsirap
bindings) are still popular, but Thomaa notas that the performance-minded boarder is
aticking with the strap-in system.

For those whe want to enjoy the winter but aren't Jikely to try snow skates, Bob
Frye of Cross Country Ski Headquarters in Roscommion suggests thesnew adventure
skis. “With these skis you can do anything, ski downhill, uphill, oo flsis, groomed and
ungroomed surfaces - even in your back yard,” says Prye. Adventurs akis are short
(130 to 170 centimeters) cross-country skis that are wider than a traditional eki and
have metal edges and a no-wax seated base that allows the wearer to trave! uphill
without sliding backwards. “They look & lot like & derwnhill aki, with cross-country aki
‘bindings and & baso that lets you go uphill too” Prye adds.

Look for the second part of this article next week.




