!unnfnn

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY,

DECEMBER 13, 2001

I
-

<

2
E

:_-.——— When forming
' 'Imr a supergroup
=  BCENE with 15 musi-
e cinnsa, geotting

the entire band
together to per-
form a show
sounds impossi-
ble. The Rein-
deer Soction
haosn't appoared
live with a com-
IE  plete line up yet.
Fcaturinglvnr-

The Reindeer Section
Gary Lightbedy is listening to:
Y

" @ Xidd Dynamo
M Ian Archer
- H Laeto

W T-Rox

M DJ Laurent Garnier

® And You Will Know Ua By
The Trail of Dead

W Tho White Stripea

W Tho Strokes

- jous B
from Glaswegian darlings like
Mogwai, Belle and Scbastian,
Arab Strap, Eva and Astrid, and
the brainchild of Snow Patrol's
Gary Lightbody, the band lends
ftself moro casily to a studio pro-
ject. And its music can stand

alone,

2 On Ya'!l Get Scared Now, Ya
‘Hear! Lightbody intrigucs,
zather than frightons. It all
began when ha approachied
friends in tho Glasgow music
Zcene in the middle of a Lou Bar-
low gig. “We were all out one
hight and I snid ‘Let's make a
tecord.' I don’t think anyono
9xpected anything to happen,
Yho next day, L wrote the reco
‘and wa went in and did it.”

% He makes it ail sound 8o eim-
ple. But in Glasgow, it's not
unusunl for o musician to play in
multiplo bands or sit in on some-
one olsc'a record, “It brought
cveryone together in a really
nicoe way,” Lightbody added.

Revealing

- He is awfully modest when it
comes to his songs, many of
them heart-breaking and roman-
tic. "It's kind of s safoty net
racord, to be honeat,” he said,
%Eor me, I've always been in a
folationship. I'm a serial
monogamist. This is the first
time I've been single in seven
yéars and its kind of (like) want-
irig to be o warm blanket or a
hug.”

Compared to his work with
Snow Patrol, Lightbody said the
process of making Ya'll Get
Scared Now, Ya Hear! went
quickly. The prossure was off,

Alwaus

An clement of spontancity went
into this record. Some of tho
musicians had just popped their
heads into the studio for a listen,
and were handed an instrument
or microphone.

In the Section, Gary Lightbody
is nccompanicd by John Cum-
mings (Mogwai, guitar), Jenny
Reeve (Eva, violin and vocals),
Colin Macintyre (Mull Historical
Society, vocala), Aiden Moffat
(Arab Strap, vocals), Jonny
Quinn (Snow Patrol, drums),
Mick Cooke (Belle and Sebastian,
trimpet), Richard Colburn (Belle
and Sebastian, various instru-
ments), Gill Mills (BBC Radio,
vocals), Michenl Bannistor
(piano), Willy Campbell (Astrid,
guitar and vocals), Charlie
Clarke (Mogwnai, guitar), Garoth
Russel (Astrid, bass), Bob Kildea
(Bolle and Scbastian, V-Twin,
guitar) and Roy Kerr (drums).

Bright Star Recordings

When it came time to release a
rocord, the choice was easy = a
now label based in his homotown
of Belfast called Bright Star
Recordings. “I'd known Johnny
Davis for ages,” said Lightbody.
“We'ro their first sort of proper
release. We came in just at the
right time and helped cach
other, They were really enthusi-
astic. They've done it the right
way.”

Lightbody takes tho reigns in
this band, right down to the
cover artwark on Ya'll Get
Scared Now, Ya Hear! The blue
and gold “ovil reindecrs” are his
own creation. Though he admits

hristmas

on’t look now — Reindeer
Section invades Glasgow

it's not far from atick figure art,

the littte mascots add a playful

quality to a record of unrivaled
auty.

Live, tho bond might not have
it all together. Lightbody admits
“we were a bit shambolic to b
honest.” Ho describes tho shows.
to-date as “good fun,” though,
and {sn't that the point?

Focused

Lightbody was drawn to music
liatening to bands like Nirvana.
“Jt was his angst, but I could juat
tell he slept and drank music,”
ho said. “I just saw passion in
him and 1 wanted it so much. I'm
not very good at anything clse.
Playing the guitar, that was me.
T've not had any formal training.”

It started with an inexpensive
guitar he received at Christmas-
time, age 12. Now, Lightbody
snid, “I don't know what I'd do
without it — listening to it, play-
ing it - I love cverything,”

And he does menn everything, .

One peek at Lightbody’s record
collection reveals an eclectic mix.
From Stevio Wonder to Roberta
Flack, Tool to Fleetwood Mac,
the Deftones to Nina Simone,
he’s garnered quite an array of
music.

“Music is more important than
anything clso,” he said. “Every-
thing else is secondary. If you're
gonna bo passionate about some-
thing, you've gotta do it.”

The big question remains, will
The Reindeer Section ever mako
it over the pond for an American
tour?

“We're going to do tho next
record in America,” said Light-
body. *We might do some shows
while we're over there.”

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Obscrver & Eccentric News-
papers. She'll be waiting. In the
mcantime she can be reached at
(734) 953-2130 or e-mail at sca-
sola@oe.homecomm.net.

For more on The Reindcer Sec-
tion, check the Web at www.rein-
deersection.com. Ya'll Get Scarcd
Now, Ya Hear! is auailable at
record stores now.
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HOLIDAY COLLECTION
The finest quality Christmas and Holiday
Ornaments from all over the world!

5 Al
BN ,"!'lliIT
|‘ ‘3; m 'Iillli
o )%

CIUR b gy G2

i
S .

N
. "
" Tree , -
Toppers ¥ -

Every $35.00 merchandise purchase
earns a free ornament of your
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 King’s Court Castle Restaurant s located at historic Olde World Cantesbury Village in yrr o | i‘:};:“j\;;‘
beautiful Lake Orlon with 18 shops and a unigue family phere. The Castle R tis ideally N :

suited for all soclal occasions! Comp

Read the Eccentric Thursdays and Sundays

FINAL WEEKS!

pPROJICTS

15 Artists.
10 Projects.

FOR THE TRICENIIN

Through December 31, 2001

Niat

Cars and Coleman Young. techno and Motown,

a boollegger's porachse and the Detoit River, riots ond
rebirth. We all have different perceptions of Detroit.
Through video, phatography, lext, sound and sculplure,
15 artists explore our city and offer o challenge:

"What's your take2"

THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS

THIS EXHIRITION

Exclusive
Margaret Cobane
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Olde World Canterbury Village
2369
Lake Orion, Michigan 48360

(248) 391-5700

Open 361 Days a Year *

*Choned Christmas, New Years, Eautee and Thasksgiving Day
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Lorolla Di
Jonsara Ruth

Ronit Eiscnbach
Potor Sporling
Fast Forwane
Platy Besch

Deborah Grotioldt
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Riches of Detron

Tyrea Guyton

Oprn House

Michacl Hall

you going?
A A Perastence of Momary

Scott Hocking
Clinton Snider
Fohes

Destroy All
Monsters Collective
Strange Frot
Rock Apocrypha

. Joseph Wosnor
Voyageurs

Joslyn Court
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lete banguet facilities are available.

For more information, <all
248-391-5780

www.canterburyvillage.com
www.aldridgesalwayschristmas.com
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