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help since Sopt. 11. There is ’

incrensed violence in the
homes. Holidays are difficult
for familics and childven. There
are mixed emotions for many
families. Thore's the hope and
lovo for the holidaya but thore
is incrensed alcohol or drug
consumption which is an influ-
ence on the escalation of vio-
lence,

“Wo saw some women get out
of an abusive situation and
then the cconomy changed and
now they're out of work. We
find ways to keep their families
togother.”

In addition to pillows, towels,
pots and pons, anCld wash
cloths, First Stop needs baby
items guch as bottles and dia-
pers, slippers for children, and
now socks and underwear.

“We have families in the
shelter for the holidays. We
want them to have a goed holi-
day,” said Ellis. “We could also
use money. We have programs
for children to teach them how
not to get in the middle of vio-
lence and call and get help.”

1t docsn’t matter which group
you choose to help. There are
organizations all over the area
who need us to get invalved.
Hopefully, even more people
will touch my life next year so I
can pass their stories on to you.

Have an interesting idea for a
story? Call Observer & Eccen-
tric arts reporter Linda Ann
Chomin at (734) 963-2146 or
send e-mail to Ichomin@ oe.
homccomm. net
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ont and wo're family orionted,”
said Paul Ellinger, a Canton res-
ident who worka as an indepen-
dent insurance sgent in Farm-
ington Hills. Ellinger was last to
join the group composed of Weat-
Jand, Vaden, Ed Pendell

Jason Miller and-himself. .

“It's one of tho most difficult
styles of muaic because you're
singing unaccompanied. It puts a
lot more pressure on performing.
You can't rely on an instrument
for pitch. It's not, ‘okay follow
the drummer.’ It takes more
communication, working togeth-
er as a group.-There’s more

derie. It takes it:
ment, One person, cannot do it on
theirown.” - 7

Vaden loves that aspect of a
capella singing. Ho know. when
he heard a tape of The Nylons in
1982 that he wanted to start an
a capella group. After high
school Vaden went on to form
The Four Neot Guys with West-
moreland and sing in an onsem-
ble at Western Michigan Univer-
sity. After graduation he moved”
to Chicago where he joined The'
Sound, a vocal group who opened*
for top national acts like The
Beach Boys.

“We do it because we love tho
music and we love being invited
to people’s home towna to per-
form,” said Vaden, a substitute
teacher in the Huron Valley-
Schools in Oaklend County. “I
love amall towns. We get to ses
Michigan now — everywhere
from Sault Ste. Marie to Lewis-
ton — by performing at fairs and
festivals, family-oriented events
which we bring our wives and
children to.

“We'ro strolling and perform-
ing without a sound system,
waiting for the parads to start or.
tractor races or demolition
derby. We also do stage shows
and are frequently asked to sing
the national anthem.

“When we started we thought
our targot market was going to
be age 26 to 456 and were 8o
wrong. We realized how cross
gencrational this music {s. It's
everyone from children to people
40 to 75. Everyone age & to 85
knows the lyrics to the songa, It's'
contemporary style, not barber-
shop but pop music, old Motown
hits like Under the Boardwalk
and Ain’t That Peculiar to The
Lion Sleeps Tonight, also origi-
nals,” like Vaden and Westmore-
1and’s Bye-Bye, and Vaden'a Bro-
ken Hearted and I Want U.

For more information about
elmoTHUMM or the CD ($15),
cal! Greg Vaden at (248) 676.,
0886 or visit the Web site at
wiww, elmothumm.com

Discover the
deception

BY VICTORIA DIAZ
SPECIAL WRITER

Point Deception

by Marcia Muller s

(Mysterious Press/Warner
Books, $23.95). .

“Things look different when
you're scared,”

‘Thus begins this new mystery
novel by former Ann Arborite
Marcin Muller, creator of the pop-
ular series characters Sharon
McCone, Joanna Stark and Elena
Oliverez.

Don't expect to meet up with
any of these in “Point Deception,”
however. On ita pages, we are
introduced, instead, to Northern
California sheriff deputy Rhodn
Swift, who lives and works in‘a
strange spot haunted by its past.
Rhoda, a native of the place, is
haunted as well — aithough ahe’s
trying hard to make a *normal®
life for horself when the story

opens. L
In Solednd County, exactly 13
years earlicr, six people (includ-
ing two children) were maasa-
cred, and the crime romains
unsolved — thanks, in part, to
snafus committed by Rhoda her-
self. Now it appears that perhaps
a serial killer has begun to strike
again. A boautiful stranded
motorist is found strangled, and:
shortly thereafter, two longtime
citizena of the aren are found
dead in remote parts of Cnscada
Canyon, the same place where
tho original murders took place.
oda triea to unravel varied
threads of the mystery, it looks
moro and more a8 if thekiller ia
no s r passing through. The
residents of tho fictional county
ontortain "feara and suspicions
that a monster ... (lives) among
thom.” And so do we. ' "
Victoria Diaz iz a Livonia resi-
dent and writes about books, the-

:ze: and r'no:A'lu for the Observer
pers, ¢




