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State seeks comment about letter grades

*. BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
Jhubred@ochomecamm.not

Unless citizens protest in
droves, the stote Deportment of
Education will likely cstablish o
letter grade system for schuols,

based on a two-point rationale,

“Grades are a clear, transpar-
ent indicator. The public under-
said DOE

stands them,”
spokesperson T.J. Bucholz, “We
grade all kinds of things, Bond
ratings. Cars. We grade con-
‘sumer products every day.”

* Scrapped by State Supt. Dr.

Yes from‘page Al

ing accreditation system.

“The accreditntion systom
under discussion is mninly o
MEAP-based performance mea-
surement system - and that is
simply not-geod enough for our
children,” he snid in June.

Both Maxficld and Tattan
believe the new system will give
their communities and educators
a good look at what's going on
with students.

“If you just simply say our kids
test well, we end up looking pretty
food,” Maxficld said. “It’s a broader
brush en school quality.”

“The part where I flinch a lit-
tle bit,” he added, “is they're
going to catablish a letter grade
for each school.”

Bucholz snid the MEAD nspect
of the grading system will actually
be divided into three components:
the test scores themselves, change
from one year to the next and

_whether kids in lower grades con-
tinue to perform ns they climb the
education ladder.

He said letter grades are qual-
ity indicators easily understood
by parents and communities.

In a press releasc issued by
the state Board of Education, an
advisor to Gov. John Engler
indicated his support for the pro-
gram nnd the letter grades.

Scott Jenking, whoteprosents Englernt
dtrbio, Frid, “Onr ik wd

v

in doggroons evary iy, 08 are our mdo-
mobiles and state bond ratings. Letter
sradess nre the mot simple, tansparent
rating system we can use for schools,
becwre everyme undesstands them™

Maxfield and Tattan both
question whether that under-:
standing will go deep enough to
nddress the'real issiids in filing
schoots.

Because the state i paying the
Tian's share of the costa for education,
Maxfield snid, “The state has the
right to demand that kind of
accountability. There are sections
where schools are strupggling.”

“Do they need a D minus to
know that? I don't think they
do,” he added.

Tattan wonders what effect n
very public failing grade will
have on the children and staff in
a troubled district, without
addressing the history that cre-
ated the trouble - “basically,
paverty,” he said,

“I think the letter grade is the
political picce of it,” Tattan spec-
ulated. “I don't think it's helping
the schoola internally.”

Bucholz disagreed. *In the
past, grades have been unclear.
Aletter grade has a face value.
We're not interested in playing
political gnmes with this syatem.
We believe it will be a systom
that's fair to schools.”

‘The Department of Education
will host six public meetings
January 15-17 to give the public
a éhance to comment on the new
program. A meeting hos been
scheduled January 17 in Detroit, *
but a time and location have not
been determined. t

A revised system will be pre-
sented to the state Board of Edu-
cation in February,
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‘Tom Watkins when he took office
in April, the old system was large-
ly bnsed on standardized test
seores, and the levels of accredita-
tion were unclear, he said. “If
schools can grade students, why
can’t the atate grado schoole?”

The second part has to do with
n concept often utilized at par-
ent-teacher conferences.

“I've heard from a lot of educa-

parent why a student receives n
law grade. “If my child gets a ‘C
in algobra, and they’re able to
show me that he missed assign-
menta.,. that’s okay.”

It's the justification and educa-

that mean?" Bucholz said.
In addition to six public henr-
ings, he soid the Department
1

Stalking oo

asked that his clicnt'be releoned
on n personal bond. X
Pope-Starnes suid the c-xr)ml

and ques-
tions from porents, Ho said core

tion process state officinls will
tacklo in January, with a scries
of public hearings, They will also
rely on public comment as thoy
eraft tho final structure for

3t may be sent dircct-
ly to Supt. Tom Watkins,
Department of Education, P.O,
Box 30008, Lansing, MI 48909
or through the ¢lectronic sugges-
tion box on the DOE's Web site:

scared the
her husband enough te move
away [rom their home.

+ Quinn has a prelimindry hear-
ing set for 8:46 a.m. Thursday,
Dec. 27, before Judge Edward
Avadenka in 48th District Court.

IT convicted of the charges,

prison and/or o $20,000 fine an
the felony charge. The misde-
meanor charge carrics up to one
year in prison and/or $1,000 io
fines and five years' probation.
Pope-Starncs unid licensing
agencies for dentists are investi:
gating the case to determing
whether Quinn can :onllnu%

with his dental practice. 4
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“We arc under no illusion that we
have all the answers,” Bucholz said.
“What we're interested in is getting
fram itics.”

determining building grades.

“I think what we need to be
able to do is explain to communi-
ties, whether your child's achool
gots an A or an F, what does

tors that as long as you can justify
the letter grade, they don't have a
problom with it,” Bucholz said.

He likened that process to n
teacher having to explain to n

Quinn faces up to 10 yenrs in
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