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Expert shares cust

BY JoN1 HUBRED
STA?‘ WRITER
jhubred@oc.homecomm.net

* Of all the customa shared dur-
ing a December 8 Victorian
Christmas Tea held at the
Mnsonic Temple in Farmington,
a children’s game was the one
most guests would probably not
repliente for their holiday cele-
bration, .

According to tea and etiquotte
consultant Ann Petterason of All
Things Victorian, currants were

placed on a plate, then covered
with brandy. The brandy was set
afire and then something hap-
pened that most ~ hopefully all -
parents would not allow these

days,

“The children would reach in
and grab the currants,” Potters-
son said, as she domonstrated
all but the last element of the
game.

Her discussion of tha Victori-
an era punctuated an afternoon
repast of hot tea, tiny sandwich-

os and delicious sweota, doliv-
ered by costumed servers who
addressed guests as “sir™ or
“ma’am.”

Pottersson nlso provided a Jit-
tlo bit of local history, noting the
Masenic Tomple's Italianato Vic-
torian architecture. “At one time,
it sorved as the Farmington Pub-
Afe Library,” she said.

But her true love and tho sub-
atance of hor presentation had to
do with the Victorian urxJi End

the throno in 1837,

“At the ago of 18 years and
four months old, sho was queen
of the most powerful national in
the world,” F snid.

Victorian woman,” she
81

oms at Victorian Christmas tea

aid,

fraditional holiday
foods from that era
included plum h

While Victoria’s uncles were
old, sick and “not interesting
people,” she explained. Whon a
young, attractive, unmarricd
woman took charge, all of a sud-
den, overyone was interested in
everything she did.

Yiclu.rlin's reign, during the

Queon Victoria, who
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, came at a
time when more poople were
moving into the cities to work in

. factories, As the demand for

information grow, the first news-
papers were published, Petters-
son said,

A “ponny post” was estab-
lished, offering Victorinns the
chance to send anything within
the country for just a cent. Their
Christmas cards were more like
modern-day Valentines, very
sentimental and sweet, with lots
of symbolism, .

Victoria chose a distant cousin,
Albert, as hor consort; the couple
had nine children,

“Albert guided her in many
ways,” Pottersson ‘said. A native
of Germany, he brought the tra-
dition of Chriatmns trees to
Buckingham Palacé,

As ‘guosts looked at {llustra-
tions from an 1848 edition of the
London News, Pettersson
described that first treo as a fir
sot on a table that had been
draped in damask. Branches
were decorated with candles,
sweots and toys; more sweets
and toys supported the base.

“The angel at the top of the
tree signified the purity of the

whose stirring became a
family event with every-
one taking a turn, *Stir-
ring clockwiae was con-
sidered good luck,” Pot-
tersson said.

The molded pudding
was steamed in boiling
water for four to five .
hours, then sct aside ina
cool spot. It was re-heat-
ed and served on Christ-
mas Day, with a *hard
sauce” made of brandy
and sugar,

Whoover found a coin
baked into the pudding
would have extra good
luck for the coming year,
Pettersson said.

Making a surprisc
appearance at the end of
the afternoon was Santa,
wearing a traditional red
velvet suit, with a belt
trimmed in toya. Played
by Christophor Cum-
mine, Santa read “Twaa
the Night Before Christ-
mas.”

Represonting Blua Cir-
cle, which promotes cul-
tural events and hosted
the summer’s Cafe on the Porch
at tho Governor Warner Man-
sion, Denise Tawyes said almost
40 people attended the event. Six
volunteers helped Circle mem-
bers organize and serve the tea,
sho snid.

* The audience, though primari-
1y female, included a few men.

Must be Santa: Denise Tawyea
of host group Blue Circle helps
Victorian Santa Christopher -
Cummins read “Twas the Night
Before Christmas” at Saturday's
Victorian Christmas Tea, held at
the Masonic Temple.

Many of the women dressed in
Victorian garb.

“We had 'a really good
responee,” Tawyea said. “People
geomed to really relax. T had a~
number of people come up and
say thoy really enjoyed it. They
cenjoyed being treated so special-
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