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More families
opting out of
funeral processions

BY PAUL R, PACE
BTAVF WIITER
pnu@oc homecamm.net

. Funeral processions nre acci-
Acnls waiting to happen, says
Jonathan Dorfman, co-owner of
1.he Dorfman Chapel.

I The Jewish funern! home,
locnted at 30440 W. 12 Mile in
Farmington Hills, doesn't recom-
:mend processions for snfety rea-

‘sona and encourages people to |
“drive on their own to the comos -

P
to

Nutmnnl statistics show one in
;fwe processions result in an acci-
dcnt, Dotfman said.

To make it casier for visitors,
tho chapel leaves direction slips
near the guest book. Funeral
directors’ also make an
annduncement where the burial

-+ 4vill be and that the family hns
requested no procession.

“About 70 percent of our
clients do not use a procession,”
-Dorfman said. However, if the
family wants one, it will be pro-
vided.

“In a busy city it's tough to do,”
h!. said.

While processions are a tradi-

, -tion, mere familics are opting out
< of them for safety reasons, say
. area funeral home owners.

“Anybody up in age has a story

- where an ucc:dcnt occurred dur-
ing a pmccsslon. Dorfman said.
“Actually, there is a group of peo-
ple who choose not to join it."

Kevin McCabe,. owner of
McCabe Funeral Home, 318560
W. 12 Mile in Farmingtan Hills,
snid he tries to discourage pro-
.tessions that go on for long dis-

< tances.
T “The longer tho procession the
2 better the chance for o mishap,”
*hn said, andding that drivers out-
»mde the procession are usually
% the ones whe are inconsiderate
* or are not paying attention.
< Moat processions are to ceme-
- teries close by, he said.
2A muple of miles doesn’t con-
% cern us,” he said, “Ultimately, we
N dn what the families want to do.”
~ McCabe added interest in pro-
+ cessiogs varies.,"Some people are
1 8ot in"their ways in tie thmgs
: they want done - there is no sci-
~cence to it.”
Bob Rock, owner of Thayer
..Rock Funeral Home, 33603
2 Grand River in Farmington, has
seen fewer and fewer families opt
-~ for a procession for safety rca-
.\ 80N8.
“Personally, I feel they are
unsnfc. he snid. He ean reeall

Dwyeor snid accidents during

only two or three accidents
invelving a procession in the past
20 years.

“That's considerably small
number, but there is a potential
for danger.” :

He said with computers, a map
to someone’s fina} resting place
can easily be printed and dis-
tributed.

Hills Police Chief William

funern! processions aren't com-
mon in the Hills arca.

“It's been yeora since I remem-
ber any problem,” he snid,

“It is safer not to have them,”
he added, “but it's a tradition for
many decades, We'll occasionally
help out larger ones where there
aro 40 or moro cars.”

At the Heency-Sundquist
Funeral Home, 23720 Farming-
ton Road in Farmington, co-
owner Mark Ziegler snid there
are dangers in hosting a proces-
sion to cemeteries located far
away, but those within five miles
usually do not pose a problem.

“We give them an option (not
to use a procession), but rarely
do they use it,” Zicgler said.

As long as they are alivwed, it
appears the tradition will likely
never rest.

“They are n tribute,” Zicgler
said. “It makes it important the
life they are celebrating. The
length of the procession is, in
some people’s mmds, the mea-
sure of the person’s populnrity.”

HTAFF PHOTO 1Y 1M1L BRESLENL
Processlon: Iuau Kinshella makes sure he's Imldmg
enough funeral procession flags for mourner’s cars
arriving at Dorfman Chapel.
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The Observer and Eccen-
tric newspapers has published
a special 24-poge publication
for the Onkland County Trea-
surer's Depurtmenl, called
“Natice of Foreclosure.”

This publication lists thou-
sands of businesa and residen-

Special supplement
available at office

tia} properties and the amount
of back taxea owed on them.

Capiea of the aupplement will
be nvailable for purchase at o
cost of 75 cents cach, at the
Farmington Observer office,
33411 Grand River,

¢ Dearbo.
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* Southfield » Troy
« tivonia « Warren
« Sterling Heights « Westland

rn * Taylor

e Lincoln Park « Wyandotte

Including *15. 00
Meal Voucher, or

110.00 in goming coins

New Home

Buyers-

Why Pay More?

Ask our House of Lights expert

consultants about our deep

discounts on total home lighting packages. Our flve store volume
buylng power make the dlfference In quality, value and sclcctlon'

itd. 1

call today and make an appolm-
ment jor your [ree lighting layout.

Let us create a look you {J§

can be proud of

50% OFF...N
Murray Feiss

Table and Floor Lamps
Choose From 100’s of Styles

In stock ar speclal order
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= TEEN STUFF

. TEEN CENTER

* The all-new Farmington Area
. Friday Night Chill Villo Tecn

+ Center meots 7-8:45 p.m. at the
< Costick Activities Center in
*. Farmington Hills on the follow-
. ing Friday nights: Jan. 11, 18,
26, Feb, 8, 22; March 1, 8, Apnl
5and 12, A regm.rnnon form
must be completed before
attending. Cnll 473-1800.
FANTASY BOOK TALK
*: This one-p-month book discus-
3. sion is open to teens in sixth

2 through 11th grades. January’s
- discussion will be Year of the
;5 Griffin by Diane Wynne Jones

- at 11 a.m. Snturday, Jan. 12, at
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- the downtown Farmington
*» Library. Call (248) 474.7770.
' TEEN PROGRAMS
:- The Farmington YMCA offera a

variety of programs for youth,

ages 1118, ranging from lender-

hip development to recreation.
Call 553-4020, Ext. 265.
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