Comedy recalls
memories of

growing up
"~ Catholic

Plnyiﬁg Sistor in Late Nite Cate-

chism brings back a lot of memo-

ries for Jan Chimento. She spent plen-

ty of time in the principnl's office of n

Catholic school while growing up. Now
she finds humor in
the situation, but
back then it wasa’t
funny.

“I was suspended
several times for talk-
ing back,” said Chi-
mento, a New Orleana
resident who now gota
paid for interacting
with audiences in her
one-woman show com-
ing to the Coatick
Center in Farmington
Hills on Saturday,

¢ Jan. 26.

Produced b}’ Entertainment Eventa
of New York Gity, Late Nite Catechism
was written by Vicki Quade and Mari-
pat Donovan:in 1983 and debuted at
the Live Bait Theatre in Chicago
beflore moving to an Off-Broadway
venue in 1996. Chimento began doing
the comedy tiice n week in September
2000 nt Le:Potit Thoatre in Now
Orlmms undgr the auspices of Dono-
van's cumpnny. Entertainment
Events. Now Chimento flics around
the country giving performances.

Clean humor

“It’s a fun show, very clean humor.
If you're not Catholic you'll still love
it,” Chimento said. *It’s set up as an
adult eatechism class and Sister's
upset because there have been o lot of
changes in the Catholic Church. The
play compares Catholicism before Vat-
ican II and now. Sister’s been teaching
religion for 30 years, It shows us the
changes she’s been through in 30
years and three popes.

“They turned the altar around so
the priest could face the people. The
Mass is in English now, not Latin, so
wo have a hoo-
tenanny.
Whacking with
a ruler is out
because of law-
auits and not
cating meat on
Friday is a
thing of the
past.”

Aa Chimento
talked, my own
memories came
flooding back.
The nuna at St,
Gabriel's School
in Southwest
Detroit  were
much liko Sis-
ter, stern but in

RTISTIC
EXPRESSIONS

LINDA ANN
CHOMIN

Stern discl-
plinarlan; Jan
Chimento plays
the stern disci-
plinarian in the
interactive com-

edy “Late Nite a loving aortﬂf
P way. ell,
Catechism”at  oycopt for when
the Costick Kevin, the class
Center: clown, began
throwing spit

balls. But for

the rest of us who rarely saw their
wrath, the nuna held no threat, Of
caurse, it was kind of acary when
they'd twirl their huge rosaries, which
were attached to their waist, as they
talked.

Plcase see CHOMIN, B2

Late Nite Catechlsm

What: An [nteractive comedy star-
ring “Sister,” a nun who takes the
audience to task as she teaches an
adult retiglon class *

When: 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
26

Where: custlnk_,(:emer. 28600
West 11 Mile, Farmington Hllls

Tickets: $30, Includes dinner
catared by Gourmet Express. Ca]!
{248) 473-1800

Modular painting:
This oil and
magna on canvas
by Roy Lichten-
stein is one of 46
works recently
donated to Cran-
brook Art Acade-
my by Dr. John
and Mrs. Rose M.
Shuey of Detroit.
The contemporary
collection contin-
ucs on exhibit
through April 7.
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aRon Wilhumu belicves that to
“Jove ond's own culture is not
nough.” People of all ethnic
groups need to share their historica
in ordar to appreciate the differences
and similaritics]" =
Alfrican Amorican, ] williame,
relays tha lassons of slavery and the
Civil Rights strugglo t.hmugh talea
about the persoverance of Africans
originally brought to this country
against their will and the gcnumﬁom
that followed, ‘In tunn. he hopes to

underatand-<

. ing that will
enable a unit-
ed America to
build a future
onita iy
¢

he

with the flow of hia
*- know that history,

‘) 1]{;.

ln uﬂemoon and evening programs

presented by Canton Project Arta,

“The storics arc woven around o
message of peaceful conflict resolu-
tion, collective problem solving,” said
Willinms, “They’re stories about
Africans and African Ameriéana root-
ed in folk tales. I hz}cﬁha story: )

! The' more we

more we're * \.

ble to understund odety,todqy.n

said Wllllum Aflpr_ma

Too heavy
a subject for
children?
Williams
thinks not,
LaRon Willlams It's all in the
way a atory is presented, With each
turn of a page, books capture chil-
dren’s attention through pictures and
color, Willinms uses traditional
African and American musical instru-
ments, movement, language, and
facial uxprenlnnn to conjure up
images that will hold the interest of
children aa well as adults; R

On Saturday, Jan, 26, the Ann’
Arbor resident brings his one man -
show to the Storytelling Featival at
Summit on the Park Community
Center, Williams is one of three sto-
rytellers sharing multicultural talea

1

African drum, mbirc. thumb pl
. and boncs.” g /o

looked at '.hu book, I know it by
heart.”

Now \‘fﬂliums ‘travels tho Midwost
telling stories woven around the
African American experience,

*It's the same messa| for Bd&lm
nduits,” said Williams, v N
interactive, very energe v
geared to a 6- to 8-year old‘ ta b
got bored with storics so [ alim) ;
always use music. [ play a vayiej
traditional instruments, djern!

Yes, bones, Onmnnll y 3
Americans, and more tha! iknly, RS
Africans used the ribs from a cow or
horae to create different rhythm pnb—

terns, Teday, Williams ydes bones
manufactured from w -
. *Some people respo:
1

§
H

L

musie,” said Williama, “Music helps
to enhance the story, children  espe-
cmlly liko a story d by

Diversé pro\gramming
f “I'm eimh:d abolt the diversity in

music.
*I try to set them in a historical
context to understand ourselves and.”
mmy. Weliveina snclety which
hnu its underpinnings in rm:lnl .
lity from the exter ion of
the ¢ nngmnl people who llyed hem to
the of Cl

this yaar. There's dif-
: 1!'emnl: cultures represented from
ne Shimu_hmn to Mary-Eilcen
jM:Clear who specializés in true
iunbeliovable talos of Cdpada, won-
|derful apellbinding utoqcn There are
thme athaic groups we" 'vp not had
d in the festivpl in its firat

African. We have to start fd share our

(. in-Asian tales. Aschool llbrnmm for
hndn‘t wux't\*ewyshlmu imn gives workshops

on the uBe- mng in th dnu-
room.

Mnry Eileen Ml:Clo:u'b nglta]
from her audio cassette, Oh Cana
Stmngn but Trire Stories of Early

founded the
Second Story
‘Workshop i;n
a

g Jmey storics, common person ““r‘”' Chi- ;. ¢al) pzvolrﬁ'&::‘edlinw}‘: la‘}‘l‘f::l’zum
j Wlllmms mkzx:nthe 1[!!0!11:“'5 of m nese workers who built tho . ,w“";l a Russipo flavor,
joprney across America i ronda,” ;‘ .
0’:: home-voice. A l;'rmi!l Corinne Stavish strives f.:Iduutc - Mﬂ: or 'éu‘k‘:’; k'::’“"r"‘“
Michigan Universi children and adulta about different first an thin -iﬁ’w‘
0ol in Ann Al cultures and their histories ad eftistic ries rospdnd to ‘3""“ yith my MI
ing a brofessional sto l\m.n '\ conrdinator of tho Cantan Story- “What I love ybouf Rbo'ls he's a wa:
ago.  tolling Fostival. For the fourth annu.  and per-ml;h%-%;m’l‘ve gained an
“Thero were atorigs the childre “aluven it 3honvited Anne Shimgjima,  appreciation for # culture, Mary-
loved to hear over nhd ovet again, m!npaneso American who i FEileen is St d Festival story- -

teller-in-reaidenco, Each year she
tells stories relating tp the plays,
*The afternodt seasions are for chi
dren age 4 and up, There are great
. atories for Kids that involve them and
in'tho evening for adulta,”
According to Stavish, storytelling
began aa an adult medium.
*“Storytelling is the first form of
theater,” said Stavish who teaches a
clnas in drnmn lmtury nt Lawrence
ity in South.

welcoming
venuo for;not
. -only story-
telling but
‘kat an

ﬂcld “I'm encoumgmg my students
to go to the festival in the evening to
hear theater as scholars believe it
originated with one actor doing all
the parts.

, “All benefit from storytelling. It's
upliting and such an exciting way for
families to share an art form. At per-

the art,

, I've hed familics turn
to one another and giggle.”

B NICOLR BTAFPORD
STAT? WRITSR

paint.

Director of the Bloorafield Hille museum Gre- Flease sce CRANBROOK, B3

nstafford@os.homecomm.net

Cranbrook shows major
contemporary art collection

gory Wm)mpp nnd staff, nlong with a crew of
Cr o d

are in the midst of installing a
Geomotric color secms to rush through space  contemporary works of art from n period span-

of 48

What: Three Decades, of Contemporary
Ant: The Dr. John and Mrs. Rose M. Shuey
Collection, 46 major cantemporary art
works, Including pleces by Andy Warhol. Roy
Robart and Brid-

L
get Rlley
When: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday,
{until 9 p.m.) on Friday, through Sunday,
Aprll 7
Whare: Cranbrook Art Museum, 39221
d Ave. on the C

inside the gallery at the Crnnhmuk Art Mu.so- ning the miid-'60s to mid-'80s.
um as if, in a aingle has d to the

struck a group of artista armed with I:rushu
loaded with fluorescent and brilliantly tinted

picces by so:

Sharon Dar

M. Shuey of Detroit, the collection includc:

by Rosa

mo of the mest impottant artists of

al Community campus [n 8loomfiald Hills

Tickets: Admission is $5 adults; $3 chil-
dren age 6-17, seniors and full-time stu-
dents. No charge for children under age 5
and members, call (877) 462.7282 or visit
www.cranbrook.edu




