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the post-World War 11 ora.

Edson-Peld, one from a series
of star nthlete portraits by Andy
Warhol from the late *70s, leans
inconapicuously againat a wall in
one of the museum’s back wings.

A few steps to the loft is
Robert Rnuschenberg's Moon
Burn (Secale Series), nn intrigu-
ing picce comprised of vertical
wood panels overlaid with hori-
zontal bands of colored fabric,
found objects, four dangling light
bulbs and a reflective plane that
juts out from the work’s base.

On the other side of the
gallery, a grand-scale abstrac-
tion of fluorescent color has been
vevealed, Frank Stella's Takht-i-
Sulayman Variation I, an cnor-
mous canvas attached to several
stretchors, comes from a sories
by artist that presentd variationa
on tho protractor-drawn shape.

“It’s the color that grabs you
first,” snys Wittkopp of the
works, which were assembled by
Shuey and her late husband, Dr,
John Shuey. ~

Appropriately, the exhibit,
which runs through April 7, is
entitled Three Decades of Con-
temporary Art: The Dr. John &
Mrs. Rose M, Shuey Collection.

ey were really attracted to
lush color,” says Wittkopp of the
couple’a eye and sensibility as
mnjor art collectors,

It's been approximately a
month since Wittkopp received
official word that Shuey wished
to donate the entire collection to
Cranbrook. Although Wittkopp

# Since most pleces in the Shuey collection
existed In a private realm, having never been
seen or loaned out, the Cranbrook exhibit pro-
vides a unique opportunity.

moment of my career.”

Since most picces in the Shuey
collection existed in n private
renlm, having never been seen or

temporary art, and the Shuey
donation will advance that gonl.
“It allows our collecting and
cxhibition programs to lgn more

lonned out, the Cranbrook exhib-
it provides a unique opportunity.
“Visitora will get a very fresh
view of contemporary art. This
work is all very fresh,” says Wit-
tkopp.

By-and-large, the collection in
quite nccessible partly because of
its strength in the Op Art and
Pop Art movements.

The collection's accessibility
has broader implicati or the

y,” sail
“It will allow us to contextualize
our contemporary exhibition pro-
gram.”
The donation brought a change
in the art museum’s collections
policy. Prior to the d ion, the

work by artists associnted with
Cranbroek, which, as it turns
out, matches founder George
Booth's gonls for the museum.
“What this gift does is actunlly
reaffirm the mission given by
George Booth.”

But only Lhe future can tell
what's in store for the art muse-
um. With o new collections poli-
cy and a multi-million dollar col-
lection of contemperary art fraom
which to build, new visions are
starting to form, including a pic-
turo of an expnnded gallery.

“It’'a what we're atarting to
dream nbout,” says Wittkopp.

Nothi

museum exclusively collected art
associated with artists who
worked or studied at Cranbrook,

g at this point,
but that's the drenm we're start-

ing to test the feasibility of, and -

the acquisition of the Shucy col-

says Wittkopp. Tho now policy !
includ: lection makes o more compelling

20th and 21st century

museum and, hopefully, visitors.
“I would hope that visitora will
get excited about these artista
and these works and be ready to
take the next step and appronch
other contemporary work,” says
Wittkopp.

Although the exhibit's catalog
explores tho 38 artists represent-
ed in the show through articles
written by art historians, educa-
tional programs on the Shuey
collection won't run until Febru-
ary, in hopes of encouraging visi-
tors to return. The collection wns
organized organically, rather
than chronologically or in the
sequence in which the Shuey's

) d the picces. “Ultimate-

has been working with the col-
lector for more than a year, he
only knew that some pieces
would be made mvailable to
Cranbrook for exhibition,

*I knew that it was right for
us,” he says of working with
Shuey. “But when you're work-
ing with a collector of this mag-
nitude, you don’t make any
assumptions,” he snys, adding,
“It's been the most thrilling

WA

SATRIMEN
1 PHKY
VILMMANIN
TEARA
'RIENG

1y, 1 decided to mix up the picces
5o each has the space it needs,
which also provided opportuni-
ties for some interesting juxtapo-
sition,” says Wittkopp.
Following the exhibit, picces
from the Shuey group will be
presented in the art muscum'a
permanent collections space,
according to Wittkopp.
Cranbrook has recently sought
to beef up its exhibition of con-
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“a wonderful movie about the
power of the human spirit.

-joet sieged, good marning amesnca

touching humanity.”
~dsvid sheehan, keba-1v

“it's a delightful film.
this may be the best
part michello pfeiffor
has over had. i am
sam’ is a fabulous
showcaseo for
soan penn.”
~lgonard mattin, hot ticket

“ono of the yoar's
best pictures.”
<mike cldonl, wokr-ty
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