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- Ask Rece Rainwater, owner of
Mambo's, a new take-out restau-
rant in Livonia, what's in any of
his mouth-watering Louisi

Papa love

Address: 15385 Merriman,
Phone: (734) 524-5670

day and Saturday

style barbecue dishes, and he
has a one-word answer: “Secret!”
- Well, Rainwater dcserves to
keep his sccrets, especially when
he can bring your taste buds to
their knees with his deep-fried
Jjumbo shrimp, Cajun sausage,
BBQ ribs and real, honest-to-
goadness homemade gumbo,
Then there’s the daily specials,
which include Wally Gator,
Beer-Boiled Crawfish and frog
legs.

. “If you come to this carryout,
you get everything fresh,” he
said, removing a jumbo shrimp
from the refrigerator and dan-
gling it in front of me between
his thumb and forefinger. “I
opened this place beenuse I got
aick of junk food, al) that pre-

clams,
Thursday, Fridey and Saturday

$5.25-$6.55

Mambo's
Livonia (off Five Mile Road)

Hours: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Frk

Menu: Loulsiana-style barbecue: Ribs, chicken, shrimp, catfish,
gumbo and an assortment of sides. Speclals on

Prices: Dinners, $7.45-$10.50; snacks, $5.45-6.99: sandwlches,

Extras: Chlldren 10 and under eat free; Delivery on the weekends

packaged, pre-pressed, pre-man-
ufactured stufl.”

Rainwater, who has 26 years
of experience as a chef, threw a
slab of ribs on the grill and
splashed it with o ladle of

“secret” liquid, He fanned the *

aroma in my direction. My taste
buds got rendy to kneel.

* “One of the things you don't do
is lond the ribs with a bunch of
sugar and goo,” he said. “You
can’t lond them with a bunch of
Open Pit and call it barbecue.
I'm not giving yov the

razzmatazz, Our food is very
good. I take n lot of pride in what
Ido.”

Okay, so Rainwater talks the
good talk, but can he make good
on his claim? He can.

Admittedly, I didn’t toste
everything, but I did get to sam-
ple the shrimp, ribs, chicken,

sausage, red beans and three -

kinds of gumbo. Let’s start with
the gumbo, which is the same
soup but with either lobster,
crab or shrimp added, I thought
it had a nice smoky tasto with
just enough spice to ¢laim a
Cajun heritnge. The ribs were
succulent, the shrimp crisp, the
chicken tender, and the sausnge
delicious, cspecially when it was
topped by soma hot yellow pep-
per slices,

“The taste is just sensual,”
said Rainwater about the
sausage-pepper pairing. “It's a
Cajun dreamboat.”

Building customers

Mnmbo’s loeation, in the shad-
ow of a Rite Aids Drugs, makes
it casy to miss. However, people
are beginning to find it, and
Rainwater and manager David
Kwintkowski are working hard
to make sure customers keep
coming bock.

“You've got to be creative when
it comes to fave people are not
used to. Louisiann barbecue is

. not standard fare in the Livonia

area,” snid Kwintkowski, who
claims the Wally Gator tastes
like duck or chicken, depending
if you bite-into n dark or white
chunk of gator.
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“We get a lot of
people coming in and
asking for it,” he
said,

But are suburban-
ites really ready for
a take-out of Lobster
Voodoo, which takes
its name from the
spicy Cajun sauco
produced by the
Voodoo Lounge in
Now Orleans? Rain-
water seems to think
so, His version is
tame cnough for
everyone,

“People get the
impreasion  that
Cajun food is very
hot and they're not
going to enjoy it, Uh,
uh, it’s not.”

In fact, nothing [
tnsted at Mambo's
was overly spicy.
Sure, it had some
“kick” to it, but the
true flavor of the
food waa always
there.

Next time, I'm
going to tap inte my Fronch-
Canadian heritage and sample
the frog legs. Rainwater claims
they're “the size of amall chick-
en legs.”

You do get your money'a worth
at Mambo's. Dinners averago
$7.46 to $10.50, and the
Mambo’s Famous Combo —

AV -@'Y W4

shrimp ribs, perch and sausage
for two — costs $14.95. All din-
nera include fries or rice, slaw
and cornbread. Also, each child,
age 10 and under, who comes in
with a parent eats free.
Rainwater has no plans to
meke Mambo’s a dining-in spot.
Ho likes it just as it is — a place
with cheerful Cajun music, a

-l et

SBTAFY PEOTD BY JIN JAGDITLD

Good stuff: Mambo's chef, Rece Rainwater, prepares the ribs for
an order of Mambo’s Combo, a popular dinner-for-two item.

kitchen full of great aromaas;
friendly service and a menu just
big enough to keep customers
happy.

“I think people can enjoy
themsclves in the comfort of
their own home rather than go
somewhere with illusions of
grandeur and be disnppointed,”
he said

RARE ART PRINTS = €90 ' a

Italian Masters of the 15th, 16h & 17th Centuries 1n 100 words, or less, give us your idea of a wonderfully romantic L ]

12 Ditferent Collectabls Prints  Limited Edition (only 100 each) evening for two and you could win: 4
Come in And View The Display - From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. '/.
3807 E. 10 Milo Rd., Warren, M! (ust West of Ryan Rd.) ¥ Transportation, complements of International Limousine in ®
Tel: (586) 755-1700 days Westland a

(248) 826-3282 evenings & weekends ¥ A dozen red roses; Flowers from Joe by Carolynn in Livonia pl

For more information please visit our website at: &
WWW.QRAPHEINC.COM ¥ A romantic dinner for two at Cafe Cortina in Farmington Hills ™

¥ Candy from Kemnitz Fine Candies & Gifts in Plymouth <+

¥ Two tickets to a Red Wings game on February 8, 2002 v,

Th e Ch i eftai n s '/ You have until .Friday, January 25, 2002 to send in your entry. ¥ You must be?/j
), 18 years old, limit your lesson in love to 100 words or less, and think 4

romance! ¥ Include your name, age, address, phone, e-malil with your entry .';

With special guests Allison Moorer singer SUN /27 3 pm

Beloved by audit ide, leeland's

of Celtic music return ta Ann Arbor for yet anather
incredible concert, With more than 35 best-selling
albums, numerous Grammy Awards and nominations
and an Academy Award for ane of their many fitm
scores, The Chieftains are the most famaus traditional
Irish musicians in the world.
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. f [T ¥ The winning romantic couple will be announced In your hometown
Natalie MacMaster fiddier and dancer Hill Auditorium - Ann Arbor !: newspaper ongThursday, jangary 31. Y
jef‘f White guitarist Donny Golden dancer ’/ ¥ Send your entry to: Cathy Y P tion M
i ‘oung, Promotion Manager
Jon and Nathan Pilatzke dancers ’ “LE%SON?IN LOVE CONTEST”

Observer Newspapers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonfa MI 48150
Phone: 734-953-2155 Fax: 734-953-2232 e-mail: cyoung@oe.homecomm.net
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NOVI EXPO CENTER

Thursday, Janvary 31, 2-10pm
Friday, February 1, 2-10pm
,Sahm‘ , February 2, 9am-10pm
Sunday, February 3, 9am-5pm

The fizst show of the year. And the perfect opportunity to plan
your 2002 projects. Shop for all of your home improvement. home
maintenance and decorating needs. All at the same time.

ADMISSION: Adults- $7, Seniors- $6.
Children 12 and under admitted FREE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HUNDREDS OF EXHIBITS... PLUS

n Syelcdnl guest, chef Raymond Wong dispels the mysteries of Chinese
cookin;

g
& Local radio celebrities broadeast live,
m Advice and ideas on home imp
m Contests with daily prizes
® And much, much more.
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DON'T MISS THIS NEXT HOME SHOW!
The Palace of Auburn Hills - Feb. 8-10
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