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Cloverdale students
learn price of freedom

BY SUE BUCK

STAFF WRITER
sbhuck@oc.homecomm.not

Roger Martin, principal of
Cloverdale Developmental Cen-
ter, told a Martin Luther King
day asscmbly at the school Jan.
21 how he first met Louis John-
son, who is retired from the Air
Force,

" Johnson had come into the
school on Freedom Road in
Farmington about a year ago to
speak about avintion awarenesa,

“He reminded me a lot of my
father who enlisted in World
War IL” Martin said. “My fasher
spent 18 months on board a ship
in the South Pacific without ever
setting foot on dry land.”

Times and circumstances
change. Martin informed the
group that he was a conacien-
tious objector during the Viet-
.nam War, Martin was unsure

‘how Johnson would react when *

<he first told him,

“He aaid, ‘We fought for free-
‘dom so we could have a choice,”
‘Martin said.

. Some can understand differ-

ences and accept them. “We have
to be accepting of people,” Mar-
tin said. .

Johnson, who provided ground
support for Tuskegee Airmen
during World War i introduced
retired U, S. Air Force Lt. Col.
Alexander Jefforson. Jefferson,
is a retired Air Force pilot,
Tuskegee airmnn and prisoner-
of-war.

“What does freedom cost?” Jef-
ferson asked. “You can eat where
you want, go where you want to
go. There are no guards. This is
the grentest country in the
world.”

Cloverdale's 100 students have
severe mental and/or multiple
impairments.

Martin told his story prior to
the dedication of the peace pole
on which eight‘different lan-
guages proclaim, ‘May Peace
Prevail on Earth,”

Cloverdale teacher Chuck
Nachtrab was responsible for
promoting the idea of a peace
pole.

The pénce pole has eight dif-
ferent languages — Spanish,
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and videos of the civil rights
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Peace: Students and staff
dedicated their peace pole
at Cloverdale School.

Arabic, Ibu, a Nigerian lan-

Alexandrin repeated hor per-
formance at the ceremony.

Pat Piskulich, assiatant profes-
sor of puhhcnl sciénco at Oak-
land University, spoke to the
people in attendance in the city
council chambers.

He pointed out King's influ-
ences, such a8 Gandhi, who led
his own struggle for cquality
through peaceful means.

“King said nonviolence secks
to defeat injustice and not peo-
plo,” he said,

Ameriea is atill very much
about raco, the professor noted.

“After tdday we will go back to
our jobs and I will go back to my
clnssroom,” he said, “but taking
time out for today is important
because it keeps us examining
ourselves,”

Bolsen and Jim Hall, also a co-
chairman of the Multicultural/

Multiracial Committee, alao
apeke.

“All Americans owe Dr. King
for many roasons,” Hall said.
“He had courage that led the
U.8. in the battle for democracy.”

He advocated working toward
King’s dream.

“Any idea worth holding onto,
it's worth being improved.”

Bolsen said, “Let’s all take Dr,
ng‘s oxampln and carry on the

dream.”

Kids take district to task
over opening for MLK Day

BY BUE BUCK
STAFY WRITER

guage, Hebrew, Korecan,
Mohawk, Sign L and
Braille,

An engraved plaque will bear
the message of Martin Luther
King Pay: “Peace will become a
reality when all people are treat-
ed ns equals. May the ability of
the students of Cloverdale to
accept those they interact with

t
“It's not right. It's not right.”
That's what Zach Shapiro, 10,

a fifth-grader at Hillside Ele-

mentary and his friend, Chance

Jones, 9, a third-grader at St.

Fabian School chanted as cach

held up homemade signs Mon-

day outside the school adminis.
trntmn bulldmg in Farmington

Puhllc School District was open
for n Martin Luther
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be an example for all.”

- King Jr.)’s birthday.

Both achools were open.

Ken Shapiro, Zach's father,
who brought the two boys,
looked on. He also planned to
take their demonstration to each
of their schools,

ey have been planning this
all year,” Shapiro said. *

The holiday is a union-negoti-
ated item, The district will be
closed next year for the first
time.

Leatha Randall, who works
for Farmington Schools,
informed the protesting trjo of
this ns she left the administra-
tion building.

For years, it was believed peo-
ple appreciated the programs
presented in the school district
that day, he said at the peaco
pole dedication ceremnny at

loverdnle School Mond
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About five or six years ugo peo-
ple took notice of what institu-
tions appreciated being open or
closed. “There’s no other holiday
where schools have tried to tell
poople how to cbserve it,” ho
said. “Now major employers also
close.”

The next time Farmington

Protest: Hillside Elementary student Zach Shapiro
(left) and St. Fabian student Chance Jones skipped
school to protest not having a day off for Martin Luther
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ng Day. Zach’s Dad, Ken Shapiro, supported the

boys’ efforts.

Hills Superintendent Bob Max-
field visits Hillside Elementary,
he plans to chat with the young
Shapiro about the subject.

Deb Higgins, Maxfield's exccu-
tive assistant, noted that there
have been no protesters previ-
ously,

Karen Stoller, principal of St.
Fabian School, said because her
school uses transportation pro-
vided by the Farmington School
District it nlso follows the dia-
trict schedule and calendar. “The
only day. we vary is Holy Thurs-
day,” she said.

Next year St. Fabian, like the
public schools in the district, will

have King’s day off, she said.

“We want to.show respect for
Martin Luther King Day,” Zach
said. X

“Given the fact that almost nll
the other achools have been
closed every, other year, the
Farmington School District is
sending a symbol whether they
mean to or not,” said Ken
Shapiro. Consulting Engincers
in Detroit where he works had
the day off.

chh still had questions,

“"“They just told us that wo arc
having s day off next year," Zach
said. *But still, why didn't they
do this 10 years ago?”
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