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New accreditation model highlighted at forum

BY SUE BUCK

STAMF WRITER

sbuck®@ooc.homecamm.not
Education YES! A Yardstick

for Excellent Schools, the state’s

proposed accountability pro-

. gram, drew mixed reviews.

A public forum was held Jan.
18 at the Farmington Training
Center in Farmington.

“We will report to our state
board of education in February
about the forums and what we've
heard,” snid Paul Bielawski, spe-
cial assistant for under-perform-
ing schools for the Michignn
Department of Education. It
may tnke us some time to
respond to everything and to
incorporate where we are going.
Sometime this apring we will

take it to the legislative it

List to others who com-

tees of House and Senate Educa-
tion and the House and Senate
Approprietion Committees.”

Bielawski moderated the
forum.

Farmington School Superin-
tendent Bob Maxficld introduced
State School Superintendent
Tom Watkins as “a cheorleader
for public education who has
mobilized resources.”

Neighborhood public schools
are the Statuo of Liberty in this
country, Watkins said. “Name
another institution in America
which takes the tired, the hun-
gry, the poor and the huddled
masses, the English na a second
language, the children with dis-
abilities,” Watkins said. .

mented since he intreduced the
new model, Watkins aaid he
knows children are “more than a
single test on a single day.”

The plan has three standards,

B All Michigan clementary
and middle school children will
read independently and use
math to solve problems at grade
level.

ing high ncademic achievement,
will have an cducational plan
leading them to being prepared
for success.

The ganln in Educnunn Yea!
are to raise of alt

nent, This includes status,
change and growth,

It also asks to identify indica-
tors under categorics of family

students at all levels, measure
excellence, report success and

. provide support.

involvement, continuous
imp. , profi 1 devel-
opment, extended learning

opportunities, performance man-
ngemcm systems, curriculum

The Department of Ed

invites anyone who i¢ interested

M All Michi d will

to lete the Ed ion Yes!

experience n year of growth for
year of inatruction, “When we
talk about growth wa talk about
comparing the same students,”
Biclawski said. “What did they
do as fourth graders? What did
they do as seventh graders?”

1 All Michigan high school stu-
dents, in addition to demonstrat-

Survey, which is available on
line, The survey asks to rank
proposed standards from 1 to 5,
with 1 being less supportive and
5 s most supportive.

The survey asks about weight-
ing, explained as what percent-

student d
nnd dropnul rate nn:l four-year
and plan.

The Web site is www.mde.
state.mi.us

Bielawski can be reached at
{617) 335-5784,

John Hayden, vice-president of
human resources at Henry Ford
Health System, approved of the

age of an ability score
should be based on each compo-

Fairness in MEAP testing questioned

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF Wi
shuck@oe.homecomm.net

Some sc)mal cmployccs taﬂk
Jjabs at the M

Steven Schwartz, school pay-
chologist for Farmington schools
and president of the Michigan
Associntion of School Paycholo-

Asscasment Program test when
they spoke Jan. 18 at a public
hearing on Michignn's proposed
accreditation plan held at the
Farmington Training Center.

Several work for Farmington
Public Schools,

Bernn Ravitz, principal of
Wood Creck Elementary in the
Foarmington school district, is cone
cerned about tho weighting of the
MEAP.

“We have been given directives
from Lansing which kind of
ustounded us in a schoo] where 41
percent of our atudents speak a
sccond longuage and there are 31
different lnnguages,” Ravitz said,
“We're baffled by the directive
that we give our English lan-
gunge learncrs, who barely speak
Engtish, dictionaries to take the
test. We're baffled by that lack of
astuteness, Fairness and equity is
something different thon ‘every-
body is the same.”™

Ravitz mentioned that the Fair-
fux County School District in Vir-
ginin which she visited excludes
English lnnguage learners for G0
manths,

* The directive is next year no
scores can be excluded,” said Bar-
barn Bennett, MEAP coordinator
for Woodcreek Elementary. *If we
are talking about leveling the
playing field, we also need to talk
about what is humane to do to 9
and 10 year olds.”

gista, said r h shows stu-
dents dovelop :ocml lnngungo in
three years, in

ablo to support their students.
en you tell a community you

have a failing school, you can’

destray that community.
“Children are being used, I
believe, for a pnlmcnl ngendn to

five years, Buildings which have
large groups of children who
speak English as a second lan-
guage will be punished in terms
of a grading system in this type of
a format, he said. “Our organiza.
tion would recommend at least
four years before you atart to
count those kinds of scores,”
Schwartz said.

Dave Workman, a fifth grade
teacher at Beechview Elemen-
tary, snid that the MEAP has
become a large measure which is
not always accurate. *"When we're
measured with one test, primarily
75 percent, it really alows us
down,” Workman snid, “Plense
logk at all the things we do in the
clngsroom to mensure kids."

Other districts comments

Other district representatives
spoke, “We are all being cvalunt-
ed on the same level,” said Chris
Bnk, assistant principal at Wayne
Memorinl High School in the
Wayne-Westland School District,
“One of my concerns is the weight
that is being placed on the MEAP,
Schools are a reflection of the
community from which they
come. We have community
involvement. We have parents
who take interest in our kids. In
more suecessful communities,
they are often more finoncially

r wha it
might be. The grade ia not the
cure, The MEAP is not the cure,
because you have not identified
the problem. We don’t get to
choose our students. Businesses
have those choices. I'm asking
that the MEAP be a smaller por-
tion of the grade and that it not
be one grade. A student never
takes one grade home.™

Randy Licpa, nssistant superin-
tendent of general administration
for Livonia Public Schools, agreed
with the standards developed.
“Our concerns come in how those
particular items will be mea-
sured,” Licpn said, “We don't fecl
right now that there are good
ways to measure the types of
standards which have been iden-
tificd, Potentinlly what we have is
another paper collection process
which school districts will have to
go through without actually col-
leeting the meaningful data which
we hope to get aut of the process.”

Bill Weber, superintendent of
South Redford achools, said mea-
suring continucus improvement is
the goal. “The issue becomes how
do you measure this and how do
you know it is hoppening?” he
asked.

He addressed the issuc of both
the drop out rate and a district
with n large nmount of students
who are moving into a school dis-
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trict who have not been successful
in other school districts. "Our phi-
losophy is to give second chances
to people,” Weber said, “In your
weighting issue you need to take
a look at how districts look at
drop outs and the second chances
that they give.”

Brian Motter, superintendent of
Redford Union schools, was con-
cerned with the implementation
of the timeline in 2002-2003.
“Since 1990 there have been five
different accreditation programs
presented which we were told
were going to'be the meaaure-
ment,” Motter said. “I would nsk
that the State Board of Education
move a little slower in the accred-
itation process. There's a differ-
ence between accreditation and
accountability. There's a lot more
that goes into student achieve-
ment than what's on o test.”

Tom Tattan, superintendent of
Clarenceville Public Schools, snid
the district has been doing a lot of
things which is in the aceredita-
tion, He opposes grading schools,
“It doesn't allow you to build
conlitions and the trust you need,”
Tattan said. “A school that gets
low grades is going to have trou-
ble ever building cealitions and
trust in your community. You
can't do that by saying, You're no
good, you're failing.”

1. “We like the notion of
glvmg letter grades,” he said.

“The symbol gives a general
opportunity to determine where
schools stand.”

The public is used to such
grades with hotels and restau
rants, on a five-star rating, ha
soid.

David York, n former Fnrmmg
ton school board member, also
favored the new letter grading,
“We need more accounting for
performance,” he said. “We are
grndunlmgcmwns who can vote
and serve ns jurors,”

School districts are seeing n
plethora of occountability med-
cls, said Farmington School
Boird Member Frank Reid.

“My hope is that we can se¢
some way to reduce the complex:
ity,” he said.

BY KEVIN BROWN
BTAFF WRITER
kbrown@oe.homecomni.net
The 2002 YMCA Partners
campaign aims to raise
$114,000 to provide summer
;sixl;np and recreation for needy
8.

The compaign, which raised
$105,000 last year, also pays for
recreation for seniors.

Jon Grant, YMCA board of
directors chairmon and Farm-
ington Hille city councitman,
said the campaign goal is up
“because our needs are exceed-
ing what we raised.”

Grant emphasized that all the
money raised in greater Farm-
ington stays in the community.

Campaign chairman Greg
Switaj said the fund-raising
drive proceeds in three stages.
The first begen in December
when the YMCA asked staff to
conlnbulc. The second stage

YMCA Partners raising
money for needy kids

Board members are ossigned,
various segmenta of the profes-
sional community to seck money
from. Grant said it helps that
one board member has access to
the Chamber of Commerce
member list.

Grant has served on the
‘YMCA board six years. “1 partic-
ularly like their mission of being
family focused with activities for
kids and families and the fact
that they support doy camp and
day care for families of kids who
wouldn't be able to participate
in those nctivitics without subsi-
dies. That’s a great experience
for kida.”

Switaj said that while 90 per-
cent of contributions are for
youth sctivities, about 10 per-:
cent benefit senior recreation
programs.

He emphasized that moncy
rnmed through the Partners
does not support the

involves contrik

from the 35 members of the
YMCA Farmington branch
board of directors. The third
stoge starta Feb. 1. It centers on
seeking community contribu-
tiona.

Farmington YMCA branch, or
YMCA programa. These nctivi-
tics are paid for through YMCA
member dues.

The Partners campaign runs
through mid March.
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NEW THIS YEAR! !
Attend our design Seminars at
1,2, 3 and 4 pm each day.
Toplcs Include “The Art of Accessorizing,”
“Blending Styles: Mixing Old With New,”
“The Secrot Language of Color” and more!

Crooks ond Coolidgo. in Troy,  248.649.4772

semi-annual

amp
Sale

Saturday, January 26

resource for
professional

days.

NO STROLLERS PLEASEl Michigon Design Center, 1700 Stutz Diive, Is localod noith off Maplo, betwoon
For drachons Of MOre Info, vislt michigandesign.com

Sundoy, January 27

Don't miss your chance to buy the very
finest Interior furnishings, from the finest
manufacturers, all at CLEARANCE PRICES
of 60% to 70% off or more!
the
and for 2 days, we're
opening our doors to the publict

« All tickets are marked with your price

e All items sold AS IS

o All sales are final

e Payments by cash or check

{most showrooms also accepling major credit cards)

e Allitems are take-with, or delivery
arrangements must be made at time
of purchase at customers expense.
Delivery must be accepted within 10

8$6.00 Admission
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Prasent this ad and save ]
: $1.00 OFF ADMISSION !

Maximum $1.00 discount per person. !
' Not combinadle wilh other oftera
a portion of the procesds 1o benefit COTS « the
Coaiiion on Temporary Sheiter
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