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Emons from page D1

opon. He posed for photos with
the coaches and cven had ono
{nkun for tha achool newspaper.

=-During onc conversation, I
lunrned that Paterno, a Brooklyn
native, played freshman basket.
ball at Brown University for
Wecb Ewbank, who conched the
Baltimoro Colts to an NFL
championship nnd later the New
York Jets to o 1968 Super Bowl
win. Paterno once had to check
the great Bob Cousy from Holy
Cross,
2'“He had eight points in the
first five minutes, and we were
down 50-17 at haiftime,” Paterno
luughed
Z Many of my questions during a
onc-on-one, 16-minute interview
were strictly off the cuff. The
interview went smoothly as the
Clarenceville basketball tenm
ivcnt through practice drills,

- Here is a anipet of what we
mlkcd about:

How did you get connected
wuh Ron Vanderlinden?
* “We ployed against him when
he was at Northwestern and I
was impressed with what he did
with their defense. At Maryfand
he was this close (holding two
fingers less than a inch apart).
He was right there, lost a couple
of close games and then he was
let go. We lost our lincbacker
canch to Baltimare and we knew
Ron hnd done a heck of n job.
He's o heck of a conch and a per-
son. He's made a lot of contribu-
tions at a lot of places.”

Do you ever get tired of recruit-
ing?

“I don't get tired of recruiting.
The rules have changed. We're

- .anly allowed one visit to the

gehool and one visit to the home,

and somotimes it’s hard to get to
know n kid well enough. But I
enjoy moeting the kids. One
conch, who will remain neme-
less, got out of it because ho said
he got tired of competing with
the television sot being on when
ho visited a home.”

What kind of things do you do
when a player mu&ca an official
campus visit?

“We don't put them up in a
hotel like some other schools. We
put them up in a dorm with one
of our players. We want them to
get n feel of what it's like living
on campus, Wo have them talk
with the strength coach, an aca-
demic guy and mect with a
department person, If they're
going into business, for instance,
we have them meet with n per-
gon in that area, We don't do nny
different than most places. We
try to be thorough and honest.
The hardest thing about recruit-
ing ia trying to set n match, Do
we have something different and
provide n better opportunity in
making them feel more comfort-
able? You can’t be a used car
salesman because you're dealing
with people's lives.”

How do you travel when you're
recruiting?

“We go in a King Air, itanot a
jet, it's a prop. I have to be in
Ohio tomorrow, New Jersey the
next day and then over to Vir-
ginia. [ couldn’t do without it.”

If you could change anything
about college football, what
would it be?

*I snid this many times and
I've been eritical of the NCAA.
Make freshman |ncl|mbln to
play, limit it to 75 schol

and do away with two-plat
football, That would give more
kids a chance to play.”

What about next season, what
arcas do you need to improve

‘upon? (Penn State finished 5-6

last year)

“We havo to get better defen-
sively, especially in the linebnck-
er aron. We have to have a
stronger offensive line and we
have to find some depth at run-
ning back. The Big Ten is going
to be better next year. There are
some good quarterbacka coming
back. A guy right out of our
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state, Jeff Smoker (Michi
State), is really a good quarter-
back.”

Whe do you open with next sca-
son? :

“We open with Central Florida
and then host Nebraska, Then
there’s the Big Ten. We're nt
Michigan, at Wisconsin and at
Ohio State; It's'going to be n
challenge.”

The one question I wished I
would have asked,

“Matt Millen, any advice?”

Maybe the next time I see Joe,
Tll ask,

I'm sure, just like Carr and the
other coaches, he'll be approach-
able and willing to answer.

(Emons is the Livonia-West-
land sports editor for the Obscrv-
er and can be reached at (734)
953-2123 ar by e-mail at

b nel.)
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x]-é University of Michigan C S, Mot
Children's Hospital—regarded amond
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cducational snd research programs.

Matts new Wb site contaim:

® a Patlent and Visitor guide

* cducation information

© 4 Kich to Kidh slige

* medical and wpport service offerings

.

€ S Moxt Chddrenis Hospial s part of
the University of Michigan Health Syaem .
and was recently named one of the top
10 hoxpitals in the U S, by Chid Magazier.
Visit www med umich edi/moty to see
what Mart can offer your children,

€. 8. Mott Childran's tal

i et ifilalifiaaek. dKiSL0ItEEertan



