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Survivor has upbeat message Home .. ...

* BY HEVIN BRowN
- STAFF WATER
kbrown@or.homecomm.net

Celebrated child-nbuse sur-
vivor and best-selling nuthor

® Dave Pelzer told n Farmington
" Hills audicnce on Thursday that
we all have obatacles to over-
come.

Pelzer addressed 260 gathered
for the annual Child Abuse and
Negleet Council of Oakland
County Circle of Friends lunch,
-at Glen Oaks Country Club.

The victim in n notorious child
abuse case, Pelzer was removed
from his mother's home at 12
with the help of his teachers and
o cnring county social worker,
He flourished in his new life, as
he was decorated for his military
:service during Desert Storm and

as named an Qutstanding
*Young American in the carly
‘19905
“I started to realize it wasn't

_nll my fault,” he told the social
workera and Circle of Frionds
-supporters on hand for the pro-
gram.

‘The author once nominated for
a Pulitzer Prizo said he was
nearly killed six times before nge
12 by his mother. The most dam-
aging nbuse involved her locking
him in a bathroom with an open
ammonia container, To survive,
he wetted towels in the toilet,
wrung them out and pressed
them to his face to breathe,

Pelzer said the fumes perma-
nently damnged his esophagus,
although it wasn't obvious from
his specch.
.- Despite such experiences,
Pelzer’s spenking style was
breezy and (ull of playful impres-
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Special guest: Author Dave Pelzer and Jerry Adams,
president of the Child Abuse and Neglect Council,
speak between courses at the luncheon.

sions of Arnold Schwartzeneg-
ger, former President Bush, and
“Dr. Evil,” from the film “Austin
Powers.”

Now married with a 15-year-
old son, Pelzer tours the country
as a motivational speaker.

He said that amid 38,000 child
abuse cages in California, he wns
ranked by authorities “the No. 1
most abused.”

But Pelzer uses his awn expe-
rience a8 an example to his audi-
ence that anyone can rise to
overcome extreme setbacks, He
said his socinl worker Mrs, Gold
encouraged him, telling him, “I
expect the best from you.” Pelzer
said acknowledging the abuse
helped him recover. *The more 1
got it out, the more of a weight
was removed off my shoulders,”
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he said.

At the conclusion of a court
trial which freed Pelzer from his
abusive mother, Mrs. Gold pre-
sented him to the judge and said,
“If he can overcome all he did, 1
know there is a place for our lit-
tle Dave,” he reealled,

“He’s on the spot,” commented
Larry Burker of Sterling Heights
after the address. Judy Griffin of
Farmington Hills snid she
attended beeause she's read all
three of Pelzer's books about his
life: “What he went through and
he survived; he's dedicated his
life to helping others help them-
selves,”

“It continued to leak. There
was a lot of water damage and a
lot of mold growth,” Willinms
suid. “In November ‘98 there was
a fire at the house when the hot
water beater fell though the
floor,” Luelin Hempel said. “The
fire department snid the furnace
wns in danger of doing the same
thing.”

The house was boarded up, but
vandanls repeatedly broke in.
ITempel snid she was also con-
cerned because the water leak
caused the formation of black
mold in the home. She hnd read
that this could pose o serious

health risk.

It took repeated visits to city
council meetings by Hempel and
her neighbors to get some atten-
tion, At first, *They listened to
the builder but not to us,”
Hempel recalled. But when the
water leak got 8o bad that there
was flooding, and the builder
failed to pay for drilling to cor-
rect the problem, council eventu-
ally directed City Attorney John
Donnhue ta seek a court demoli-
tion order,

Atlantic Mortgage Corp. won a
restraining order in circuit court
to stay the demolition, but the

ruling was overturned in the
city’s favor in December.

Willinms said the court sched-
ule allowed for o 30-dny appeal
period. When that period passed
Friday with no successful
appeal, the demolition proceeded
Monday.

Now that the house s down,
Hempel said, “I'm thankful we
have a city-that listens to the
residents. I'm thankful that this
is going to be resolved in a way
8o that no one is going to live in
that house and have a health
problem from things that
occurred there,”

Cadet receives pohce officer rank

]Fnrmm;:lon Hills Police Chief
Willinm Dwyer nnnounced that
Cadet Hodar Saad carned a pro-
motion to the rank of police offi-
cer.

At a recent ceremony, Sand
was sworn-in by the city clerk,

Sand, 27, jeined the depart-
ment in December 2000. Since
that time he has worked in the
uniform patrol division, where he
has served the citizens by taking
reports, answer phones, and
tending to the cellblock while
nssigned to the command desk.
Sand is a 1992 graduate of Dear-
born Fordson High School.

He has a bachelor's degree in
crimina! justice from Grand Val-
ley State. He will receive his

basic training at the Wayne
County Regionnl Center Police
Academy. Upon graduation in
May, his state certification will

5 Honor: Cadet
/ Hadar Saad is
congratulated on
hig promotion to
\ office by Hills
Police Chief
William Dwyer.

be activated and he will enter the
Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment's field training officer pro-
gram.
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25-65% OFF STOREWIDE

PLUS, EXTRA SAVINGS ON CLEARANCE SHOES
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ASSISTED LIVING

at
W cort SteetFrc

of West Bloomfield
WHY SETTLE FOR THE ORDINARY?

REGENT STREET provides extraordinary assisted
living for older adults. Everything at Regent Street
has been designed and planned for the care,
comfort and safety of each resident. Nurses are on
duty, on site, twenty four hours a day, seven days a
week. Residents not only know the security of
having medical personnel in the building but most
importantly, Regent Street offers a level of medical
management that is unique,
With only forty-seven assisted living
accommodations and fourteen in a secured
memory impaired wing everyone is assured of the
personal attention they require and deserve. All

fations feat private bathrooms with
walk-in showers. There are walk-in bathtubs for
those who prefer a tub bath. Activities are planned
for seven days a weck. Transportation is availabl
for appointments and social events,

You don't have to settle for the ordinary.

@ Call Renee Mahler at:
. 248-683-1010

Regent Street Assisted Living
Orchard Lake Road,
Wnl Bloomfleld

suomess
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SEMIANNUAL INTIMATE
SALE 30% OFF

Save on a great selection of bras from
Vanity Fair. Bali and Olga in our semlannual
sale. Reg 22.00-29.50, sale 15.40-20.65.

ATE AOTRREL

SALE 9.99

Knit and woven sport shirts trom Preswick &
Moore. Re. 28.00-30.00. »wins

30-50% OFF

Great selection of assorted sweaters. tops
and bottoms for juniors. Reg. 24.00-58.00,
sale 32.99-40,60, 5 s\ oes

v

SEMIANNUAL RED BALLOON CLEARANCE

EXTRA SAVINGS FOR MEN. WOMEN AND CHILDREN

- already reduced 40-
"~ for:total savmgs
t70-75%

wnm you e the #xira 0% off signs.
- Ihroughgut the story.

EXAMPLE OF SAVINGS:
Origlnal peice - 100.00°
Cloarsace price '50.00° :..

Lexs gxim 50% 25,00
Your tnal tost 25,00

(EASY SPIRIT GET FIT SALE GDING ON NOow!

P‘A. Rol.S‘I‘A.N
YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat, 10-9.
FOR INFORMATION calf 953-7500. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCara, Visa, the American Express® Card of Discover®,
LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE 8IX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275},
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