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Bryant leaves Ohio State

The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch
reported Thursday former Farming-
ton Harrison all-state wide recoiver
Ricky Bryant is transferring from
Ohio Stato to Division I-AA Hofstra
University in Hempstead, N.Y.

In n story written by Tim May of
the Dispatch sports staff, Bryant, who
is the all-time leader in pass recep-
tions at Harrison, planned to start
classes Monday at Hofistra,

“You've got to do what you've got to
do,"” Bryant told the Dispatch, “My
dad always told me, ‘I know you don't
want to pick up and leave your
friends and start all over. But if your
goal is to get to the next level, you've
got to get on film."

*If I stay here, I'm not going to get
on film. I'm just trying to do what I
think ia best for me at this point.”

Bryant will be ablo to play next sea-
aon at Hofstra and will have two
years of eligibility remaining,

Ohio State coach Jim Tressel
released Bryant from his scholarshi;
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Farmington Unified had a big
gamo offensively Friday, overwhelm-
ing host Walled Lake Western for a
10-2 victory in a Western Lakes
Activities Association hockey game.

Scnior Brandon Laczk ki
ankle injury,” according to coach Mike Harris, to
record o hat trick and lead the Flyers. :

Junior Keith Hay notched two goals and two
assists, Senior Brad Heraghty and juniors Chris
Frayne, Joff Tosolan, Mare Rauth and matt Kjolhede
had one gonl and one assiat apicce.

Junior Mike Hand chipped in three assists, and
Jjunior Brett Ramsoy, junior Louie Powel! and sopho-
more Brett Laird contributed two assists each.

*“It was our only game of the week, and we had four
good days of practice,” Harris said. “Obviously, it
showed with the offensive explosion that we had with
10 goals.

“It was a fun game to watch. The kids had a great
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time, but wo have a tough week with Walled Lakeo
Central Thursday and Northville Saturday,

*“We have to keep this offensive machine going. It
seema everyone is starting to contribute now, and
that always makes for a happy locker room,”

Hay started the scoring at 13:03 in the first period
with assists from Heraghty and Ramsay. Heroghty
(Hay) at 6:22 and Laczkowski (Powell and Hand) at
5:34 gave the Flyers a 3.0 lead before the Warriors
got on the board with a goal by Brian Norville (Steve
Lomakin} at 5:09. .

Laczkowski’s second goal, again from Powell and
Hand, came at 9:28 of the second period. Lomakin
(Greg Hay and Dan Mandoville) made it 4-2 before
Farmington finished with twe quick scorcs,

Goals by Tosoian (Ramsay and Hey) and cight sec-
onds later by Hay (Tosoian and Frayne) gave the Fly-
ers & 6-2 advantago.

Laczkowski, who hadn't scored a gonl until Friday,
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picked up the hat trick at 12:23 of the third with a
third nssist from Hand,

“Mike Hand waa in on all threo of thom, 5o hats off
toi?iliko for getting the ploymaker award, too,” Harris
said.

The Flyers (10-6-1) finished with goals by Kjolhede
{Rauth and Laird), Routh (Laird) and Mike Colombo
{Kholhede and Frayne).

Junior R.J. Ulrich, who is usually the backup to
Aaron Allor, was in goal the entire game, made some
outstanding saves and played extromely well, accord-
ing to Harris.

Farmington is 8-3 in the WLAA ond still in con-

.tention for second place with Livonin Stevenson and

Livonia Churchill - two teams the Flyers have to
play a second time.

“It's a dogfight for sccond place, and wo expect to
be right there at the end,” Harria said.

REDFORD CC 5, TRENTON 1: In what I3 deemed one of the
most intensa rivalries In the state, Redford Catholic Central
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Farmington Unified readies for big finish

and reportedly assisted him in finding
a new school,

“Coach Tressel mnde calls for me,”
Bryant snid in the Dispatch article. “I.
was real surprised. Ho was very help-
ful, T was thankful he was like that,”

Bryant supposedly chose Hofstra
because of its emphasis on the pasa. -
ing game, One of its former players is
‘K;h:w York Jets recciver Wayna Chre-

et.
“Their top five receivers from last
year arc all seniors, so I should got a
good look - and they always have a
good quarterback,” Bryant was quot-
ed as saying in the Columbua paper.
“I'm looking forward to it.”

Bryant, who helped the Hawka win
state titles in 1897 and 1998, is the
third OSU player to transfer, joining
linebacker Jamal Muhammad
(George Washington) and quarter-
back Rick McFadden (Akron).

As a four-year starter at Harrison,
Bryant set school recorda with 132
pass receptions, 2,665 receiving yards
and 33 receiving touchdowns during .
ia prep career.

North girls No. 1 In state

North Farmington High School’s
girls cross country team will be recog-
nized and honored for its acndemic
success Tuesdny night at the Farm-
ington school bonrd meeting.

The Raiders achieved the No. 1 aca-
demic ranking among Division I girls
teams in a statewide competition
sponsored by the Michigan Inter-
acholastic Track Coaches Association,

The North girls not only had the
highest grade-point average of any
team in their division, but they are
one of just two tcams in the state to
have perfect, 4.0 GPAs. The other is
the Harper Woods Notre Dame boys
squad, .

To be cligible for the award, a team
must have compated in the state
meet,

The acven members of the North
team who ran in that event and con-

“tributed to the team's GPA are
seniors Kelly Kuo, Nicole Moundros,
Kristen Stamboulian and Anne
Licberman, juniors Susan Barrows
and Amy Miller and sophomore Katie
Milan,

Barrows was named to the individ.
ual all-state academic team, too.

*I think it's a grent honor for the
kids to be academic all-state, because
they do excel both in the clnssroom
and on the athletic field,” North coach
Bill Pinnell sald. “I'm just fortunate
to be able to coach such an outstand-
ing group of young ladies,”

There will be a reception for the
North girls at 7:16 p.m, Tuesday, and
the meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. in
the bonrd office on Shiawassce.

The Farmington High girla were
11th in Division I with a 3,777 GPA.
Redford Catholic Central was first
(3.943) nmong Division I boys, Birm-
ingham Brother Rico second (3.847)
and the University of Detroit-Jesuit
third (3.838). *

Four boya from Farmington Hille -
geniors Dave Mazur, Jim Hagemann
wnt! Greg Haapala and junior.Chris
Jordan - are membere of the U-D
team. -

Cobras need more

players

The 16-year-old NFWB Cobras
managed by Rick Burkhardt are look-
ing for twe to three more baseball
players for the 2002 summer senson.
To inquire about the poaitions, call
Burkhardt at (248) 761-7043.

www.observerandeccentric.com

Conch Jeff Dwyer is confident his
Farmington Unified gymnastics
team is where it nceds to be heading
into the final month of the season.

Farmington had a successful first
half, winning nine dual meets with-
out a Joss, but the biggest and most
important competitions lay ahead.

The gymnnsts are 4-0 in the West-
orn Lakes Activities Associntion;
however, they still have to face
league heavyweights Plymouth
Salem, Hartland and Brighton in
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The team was minue Sarah
Houchins and Kristin Ulewicz, both
of whom were sick and didn't com-
peto, but “I had some other girls
step up tonight,” Dwyer said.

Clara Soymour and Chelaea
Keesling were sharp as usual, fin-
{shing one-two in the all-around.
Natalie Olesko, Samnntha Sherry
and Dayna Warheit also posted solid
acorea to finish third, fourth and
fifth, it

the next three weeks,

“We had the first invite of the year
(Jan, 19 at Hartland), and the sea-
son is starting to turn up a notch
now,” Dwyer said. “The girls recog-
nize what it takes. They're still
going after tho tricks that will give
them bonus points.

“We're looking stronger, so I think
wa have a chance to beat almost any
team on any night. It's fun; it's good
competition.”- .

Farmington posted a 144.10 team

nasts Thursday to win n WLA.
meet over visiting Walled Lake Uni-
fied, which had n 133.50 total,

Top gymnast: Farmington’s
Clara Seymour won two
events and had the highest
all-around score in the dual
meet Thursday.

..Bcore without two_of ita.top. Wnk-....th»A-nd»B- toams.-Thora's-an

“I was thinking around 140 to
142," Dwyer said, “and two points
over that is quite a bit. When you
have that depth, it definitely helpa
in any meet but especially the
regional whore you can compote
averyone who qualifies,

“I'll have eight atrong girls in each
event. In some events, I'll have 10
girls who can score 8 or higher. I fecl
like Scotty Bowman; I have a lot of
ployera,

“I've been shuffling girls between
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opportunity there each night for dif- *
ferent girls. They understand our
goal is to get qualified.”

Seymour was first on vault and
bars, and she had the top all-around
score at 36,75, Keesling was best on
beam and floor, but a fall an vault
put her out of the top five in that
cvent. However, she was still second
in all-around with a 36.60 acore.

“That's still a pretty high all-
around,” Dwyer said. “That was her
firat event, so she came back pretty

tough.

Olesko scored 34.60 overall, Sher-
ry 34.40 and Warheit 34,30, and
Lindaay Smith “also had an incredi-
ble meet,” anccording to Dwyer.
Smith averaged nine-plus and fin-
ished second in three cvents, Senior
captain Anne Licberman is another
key gymnast aa far as Farmington's
depth.

“Sometimes those five get over-
shadowed along with others on the
team,” Dwyer snid. "I was real
happy to sce what they did tonight,

“Chelsea, Clara and Sara are the
top three girls on the A team, but
I've been shuffling other girls back
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Event winner: Farmington Unified senior Chelsea Keesling had
the top score on the balance beam Thursday with a 9.5,
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Falcons salute former varsity coach
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After 32 years of coaching basketball - nearly all of
those with Farmington Public Schools, Denny Mikel
decided late last year it was timo to retive.

Mikel was recognized and honored for his yoars of
service Tuesday in a pre-gnme ceremony prior to the
Farmington-Harrison boys basketball contest,

He spent the past 10 seasons conching the Farm-
ington High boys varsity and finished as the win-
ningesat conch in school history with 127 victories.

“To have that accomplishmont makes mo feel prot-
ty good for myself and the boys,” Mikel said, recalling -
tho day he interviewed for the job with then-Princie
pul Jim Myers and fornier FP'S Athletic Director Ron
Holland. v : g

“They asked me, “Why should we hire you to be the
varsity conch ot Farmington?' I told them, ‘T think I*
can m;ke 8 differonce and got the program turned
around,’ .

“When I left, I thought it was in better shapo than

when I got it. When T look back, I feel good about
some of the things we accomplished.” :

Mikel's Farmington teams had o 127-85 record and
won two district champlonships, four city titloa and
one Lakes Diviaion crown. '.' s

The Falcons also wore runners-up in the Western
Laokes Activitios Assacintion tournament once and
won the consolation title once. They also nppeared in
six district finals,

.men who made a

*All the recognition is a tribute to the kids who
played for me,” Mikel said. “It hasn't been all tho
coaching. That'a just part of the picture,

*“I had the opportunity to work with some young

m.

“I had to be honest for myself and the kids, too, 1
didn't want to cheat anybody and not give it the best
offort I could. That's when 1 had a discussion with
Steve. Being young end eager, ho was willing to be
the varsity coach.”

Another factor in Mikel's decision was a desire to
follow the college carcer of his son, Matt, who is n

to the program, an
that's why we did succecd.”

Mikel, 58, spent his first eight yeors coaching at
Farmington Junior High. He was the JV coach nt
Redford Thurston for two seasons and spent the next
12 hing the North Farmi JV before taking
the Farmington job. .

He had planned to return for the 2001-02 aeason
but decided to step aside in Novomber. Steve Kor-
pusik replaced Mikel, who ted to the
program as co-coach of the freshman team with Mark
Azcoz. * .

“I didn't fecl like 1 had the enthusinsm and willing-
nesd to put in all the work that is required of the
head coach,” Mikel said.

*The games are always the fun part. It's everything
else you havo to do to get ready for the gamea — the

ice planni; i hing game tape.

N

*I thought about it over the summor; I thought, ‘I
can do this; 1 still enjoy coaching.’ I took the team for

- the first week of tryouts, and when we got into prac-
.tico that's when I found out I didn't have the 100-por-
+/cent commitmont that you need to make to the pro-
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on the Concordin University basketball
toam.

Matt Mikel played for his father at Farmington
and was a four-yenr starter at point guard.

“With him being over at Concordin, we've been able
to follow him in most of his games,” Mikel said.
*Maybe that in itself has filled a void for my wife and
me, We still feel like we're involved in basketball.”

During the Tuesday ceremony, FHS Principal
John Barrett praised Mikel, who ia also a guidance
counaclor at the school, for his commitment and dedi-
cation to the program and student-nthletes, and
Farmi Athleti C di Grez Mich 1,
presented Mikel with a plaque to mark the occasion.

“1 was really pleased with what they did,” Mikel
said. *It caught mo a little by aurprise, although I
knew there was going to be some type of ceremony.
But I had no idea it would be as nice as it was,

“John Barvett really said some nice things, and it
was a chance for me to say a few thanks. That part [
really apprecinted, because 1 didn't get a chance to
thank overybody who has supported Farmington bas-
ketball.”
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